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[bookmark: _GoBack]Quote Referenced: “I saw my life branching out before me like the green fig tree in the story. From the tip of every branch, like a fat purple fig, a wonderful future beckoned and winked. One fig was a husband and a happy home and children, and another fig was a famous poet and another fig was a brilliant professor, and another fig was Ee Gee, the amazing editor, and another fig was Europe and Africa and South America, and another fig was Constantin and Socrates and Attila and a pack of other lovers with queer names and offbeat professions, and another fig was an Olympic lady crew champion, and beyond and above these figs were many more figs I couldn't quite make out. I saw myself sitting in the crotch of this fig tree, starving to death, just because I couldn't make up my mind which of the figs I would choose. I wanted each and every one of them, but choosing one meant losing all the rest, and, as I sat there, unable to decide, the figs began to wrinkle and go black, and, one by one, they plopped to the ground at my feet.”

This portrayal of The Bell Jar cover that I created (via the procreate app) has a lot to do with the overall themes of the novel. The dark skies represent the depression and suicide themes within the novel, while the fig tree can be seen as hope, life, nature, and survival. The fig tree is purposely the most colorful image in the cover. Nature and especially the fig tree are important to the story, as they play an important role in Esther’s mindset. The fig tree in my cover is symbolic of all of the possible outcomes Esther dreams her life may turn out to be, each vivid and bright as the leaves on the tree.  However there is darkness surrounding the beauty of the fig tree, which can be seen as the dark rainy skies and dark trees to the sides. This dark imagery is overwhelming in the cover; as to demonstrate the darkness of the future themes the reader is to come across when reading The Bell Jar. The darker trees on the sides seem larger and scarier, representative of the overwhelming despair that Esther feels. Although the fig tree is light and full of life, it is teeny in comparison to the darkness. This connects to the major theme of depression, as Esther knows the options in the fig tree of her future seem all bright, but choosing one results in the loss of all others. The rainy weather in my cover is a model of the figurative storm taking place in Esther’s life. Esther is facing serious issues in life and struggling with finding the willpower to survive, however the fig tree still stands strong and nature prevails. Esther’s heart continues to beat even when she has lost all hope. My cover of The Bell Jar novel hopes to be illustrative of the beauty of life, and the insignificance of it in the midst of depression. 
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