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Abstract
Does Jim Crow laws still exist in the United States of America?

The purpose of this research is to look through the eyes and experiences of African Americans living in the United States of America.  There will be two phases.  

The first phase:  I will examine Jim Crow Laws:  “Separate, but Equal” doctrine, along with Slave Codes:  African Americans were considered non-citizens.  I will explore, one of the most profound speeches of an abolitionist, Frederick Douglass.  The Dred Scott v. Sandford case – it was constitutional for African Americans to have no rights.  The Book To Kill a Mocking Bird by Harper Lee:  Tom Robinson was falsely charged for raping a white woman, and the 1964 Mississippi Burning Trial, Freedom Summer:  Three Civil Rights Activists attempted to encourage Black Mississippians to register to vote and they were brutally murdered.

The second phase:  I will explore police brutality.  Look at a few cases such as Rodney King, Amadou Diallo, and Eric Garner which made national controversy.  Plus, highlight the views of a civil rights advocate and writer who wrote, “The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness.”
Many African Americans believe that these issues still exists in the twentieth-first century.

The result is to give rise to the injustices and challenge you to see outside the box, understand the black perspective, and demand equal treatment for all Americans.

In the twentieth-first century, there are high percentages of African Americans who are still angry of the unequal treatment they receive in the United States of America.  They are treated less than any other ethnic group.  They are faced with discrimination in education, employment, health, and in prisons.  African Americans are constantly faced with police brutality as well.  Why does it seems there are more cases of African Americans that are falsely charged of crimes, beaten, and even murdered for no reason?  This research examines these issues by looking at the history of the Jim Crow Laws, Slave Codes, and the Fredrick Douglass’ Speech:  What to a Slave is the 4th of July.  So does Jim Crow laws still exist in the United States of America?”  This research will find the answer.  Segregation and discrimination was birthed from Jim Crow Laws.
Between 1880-1960s, Jim Crow Laws were legal in the South.  “The term ‘Jim Crow’ originally referred to a black character in an old song, and was the name of a popular dance in the 1820s.  Around 1828, Thomas ‘Daddy’ Rice developed a routine in which he blacked his face, dressed in old clothes, and sang and danced in imitation of an old and decrepit black man.  Rice published the words to the song, "Jump, Jim Crow," in 1830.” [JC, 1].  Jim Crow was known for the “Separate, but Equal” doctrine.  That law was to separate African Americans from Whites.  Under this law, there were segregated neighborhoods, schools, marriages, hotels, and restaurants.  Ultimately, the Jim Crow doctrine condemned African Americans to lower treatment.  Blacks were inhuman, they had no voice, they were considered less than the White race.  In other words, African Americans had no freedom.  Blacks had a restricted law designated just for them called Slave codes.

“Although these initial laws supposed to guarantee the civil rights of all citizens, including African Americans and other minorities, they were effectively negated for most blacks in the late nineteenth century by the passage of Jim Crow Laws, or Black Codes, also known as Slave Codes in the South.  These laws made it illegal for Blacks to use the same public facilities as whites, restricted their travel, impeded their ability to vote, forbade interracial marriage, and generally relegated them to a legally inferior position.” [CR, 4]
Slaves that lived off the plantation were subject to special curfews.  In the courts, a slave accused of any crime against a white person was doomed.  No testimony could be made by a slave against a white person.  Like in to Kill a Mocking Bird, a Black male who was falsely accused of raping a white woman went to jail.  Here’s an overview of what happened.  “During trial Atticus provided clear evidence that the accusers, Mayella (white woman) and her father, Bob, are lying:  in fact, Mayella propositioned Tom, was caught by her father, and then accused Tom of rape to cover her shame and guilt.  Atticus provides impressive evidence that the marks on Mayella’s face are from wounds that her father inflicted; upon discovering her with Tom, he called her a whore and beat her.  Yet, despite the significant evidence pointing to Tom’s innocence, the all-white jury convicts him.  The innocent Tom later tries to escape from prison and is shot to death.” [TK, 13]  Now stories like this was typical back then and still today.  A real life trial that made history was in The Mississippi Burning Trial.  This Trial preempted the Civil Rights Movement.

Therefore, the slave's side of the story could never be told in a court of law.  Of course, slaves were conspicuously absent from juries as well.  Slave codes had ruinous effects on Black society. It was illegal to teach a slave to read or write. Religious motives sometimes prevailed, however, as many devout white Christians educated slaves to enable the reading of the Bible.  These same Christians did not recognize marriage between slaves in their laws.  This made it easier to justify the breakup of families by selling one if its members to another owner.  As time passed and the numbers of African Americans in the New World increased, so did the fears of their white captors.  With each new rebellion, the slave codes became ever stricter, further abridging the already limited rights and privileges this oppressed people might hope to enjoy.” [SC, 12].  Even a former slave and abolitionist, Fredrick Douglass, stood tall in his belief that African Americans were continuously discriminated. Even after the slavery was abolished.
In Fredrick Douglass’ renowned speech “What to the slave is the 4th of July”, Douglass orated that his speech is not from the perspective of a slave.  Independence Day, 4th of July showed how America was hypocrites.  Douglass claimed that how can Americans celebrate July 4th, and call it “Independence Day”, but whether slaves or free slaves were still considered not being recognized as citizens because they are black.  Douglass said “The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity and independence, bequeathed by your fathers, is shared by you, not me,” Douglass told his audience.  “The sunlight that brought life and healing to you, has brought stripes of death to me.  This Fourth of July is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must mourn.” Throughout the speech Douglass compared and contrasted what the Fourth of July means to white Americans (freedom) and what it means to African-Americans (slavery) and concluded, “What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer: a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is constant victim.  To him, your celebration is a sham.” [MERCIECA, 6]  Douglass’ speech solidified him as one of the best orators in the world.  And to the African Americans of today, this still goes on today.  Another freed slave fought a long journey to get the rights of his freedom.  That person was Dred Scott.
During the mid-1800s there was the Dred Scott v. Sandford case.  Dred Scott was a Black slave who was owned by his master.  Once one master died, he was brought by another.  He lived in Wisconsin, (free territory); St. Louis, and Louisiana, (Slave States), then Illinois (Free State).  When his second master, Dr. John Emerson died, Scott offered to buy his freedom from Dr. Emerson’s wife for $300, but she turned down the offer.  At that point, Scott began his fight for freedom through the courts.

Dred Scott’s fight for freedom was rough.  At trial court of Missouri, Scott could not prove that he was owned by Mrs. Emerson.  Then the case went to the United States Circuit Court in Missouri which the court upheld the decision of the Missouri Supreme Court.  The United States Supreme Court decided that because Scott was black, he was not considered a citizen in the U.S.A.  The court established that he had no right to sue [SCOTT, 11].  Blacks had no power then, and some may defend that they still don’t have power.

The 1964 Mississippi Burning Trial.  Also, generated from the Jim Crow laws.  This was a daunting brutal case in the State of Mississippi.  Three Civil Rights Activists, Andrew Goodman, and Michael “Mickey” Schwerner (both Jewish males from New York, and James Earl Chaney (Black male from Meridian, Mississippi) attempted to register Black Mississippians to vote.  But on June 21, 1964, a Ku Klux Klan member shot all three dead at close range.  Their bodies were discovered 44 days later in an earthen dam not too far from the murder scene.  The State officials refused to prosecute, so the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) took over the case.  Later the FBI slapped charges on 18 individuals, but only secured seven convictions [MCR, 7].  Unfortunately, the charges were lessen to violations of civil rights, not murder.  In 2005, 41 years to the date of the murders, Edgar Ray Killen, a Preacher, and a Klu Klux Klan member who allegedly ordered the killings was charged in a Mississippi State Court with three counts of manslaughter.  He was sentenced to 60 years in prison.  Killen will be 90 years old on January 17, 2015.  The Late Martin Luther King, Jr. watched then President, Lyndon B. Johnson sign the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights Act into law.
The movie, Mississippi Burning, which was based on a true story, Gene Hackman and Willem Dafoe, played FBI Agents, they knew it was going to be a hard battle to fight the local Mississippi police department.  Police brutality was running rampant.  Officers assaulted, beat, and even lynched Black Mississippians for no reason.  In 1964, Mississippi was a totalitarian state filled with racism.  The white Mississippians had a dictatorship moto.  As stated by Merriam-Webster dictionary racism is defined as poor treatment of or violence against people because of their race and/or is the belief that some races of people are better than others [MCR, 7].  Today, African Americans claim that racism still is prevalent today, and that it has a lot to do with the excessive force of police brutality.

Although Jim Crow Laws have been abolished, African Americans argue that it is still on the books.  Jim Crow laws still mirrors the images of today.  The list is endless of the police brutality cases in the USA.  Here are a few cases that made Americans upset of the police brutality.

In California it was “March 3, 1991:  Rodney King’s arrest and beating by officers of the Los Angeles Police Department was videotaped by a bystander.  Four law enforcement officers—Stacey Koon, Laurence Powell, Timothy Wind, and Theodore Briseno—were charged locally with assault and other charges, of which they were acquitted, leading to the 1992 Los Angeles riots. King accepted a $3.8 million settlement in his civil lawsuit against the city, while the officers were later charged in federal court of violating King's civil rights. Two of them were convicted.” [PB, 9]  Rodney King died June 17, 2012.
Another case of police brutality that made national controversy.  “New York, on February 4, 1999:  Amadou Diallo was shot 41 times and killed by New York City police officers while unarmed after the officers claimed they believed he was reaching for a gun. Four officers were indicted for second degree murder but later acquitted.” [PB, 9]
In recent news, Eric Garner, a black male from Staten Island, New York was arrested for selling untaxed cigarettes on a local street.  A New York City Police Officer, Daniel Pantaleo, put Garner in a chokehold.  “Although there is controversy that chokeholds were banned by the New York City Police Department (NYCPD) in 1993, the policy is not prohibited by New York City law, or at least not yet, a bill has been introduced in the New York City Council that would make chokeholds illegal” [CH, 3].  Garner said he could not breathe eleven times, and no paramedics was called to his aid.  Garner died on the scene.  Two months later the NYPD Officers were never indicted. 

Some African Americans may have emotional ties to this situation because their belief is that they never win against the police department.  African Americans demand NYPD to be held accountable for the excessive abuse and for murdering black males.  Police Officers cannot continue to gun down innocent black people and use excessive force on unarmed blacks.  The African Americans believes that Black life matters, they constantly take stands against police brutality.  This must cease.  African Americans have been arguing this for years, but some other non-black race believe that Blacks are just damn ignorant.  Others believes that African Americans provoke police officers, and that they ask for trouble.  They believe there are still injustices in the black community, but in a deviously manner.  Michelle Alexander, believes that Jim Crow laws still exist.

Michelle Alexander a civil rights litigator and legal scholar.  She expresses in her book The New Jim Crow:  Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness.  “As the United States celebrates its “triumph over race” with the election of Barack Obama, the majority of black men in major urban areas are under correctional control or saddled with criminal records for life.  Jim Crow laws were wiped off the books decades ago, but today an extraordinary percentage of the African American community is warehoused in prisons or trapped in a parallel social universe, denied basic civil and human rights—including the right to vote; the right to serve on juries; and the right to be free of legal discrimination in employment, housing, access to education and public benefits.” [ALEXANDER, 1]  The epidemic of police violence is out of control.  According to the National Association for the Advancement of Color People (NAACP) there are more black males incarcerated than any other race.  African Americans now constitute nearly 1 million of the total 2.3 million incarcerated population, and African Americans are incarcerated at nearly six times the rate of whites [NAACP, 8]
Another alarming statistic, “an investigation of the NAACP into police shootings in Oakland, California, found that out of 45 officer-involved shootings in the city between 2004 and 2008, 37 of those shot were black and none were white. Although one-third of the shootings resulted in fatalities and despite the fact that weapons were not found in 40 percent of cases, no officers were ever brought up on criminal charges.” [NAACP, 8]  With these statistics, it is evident that Jim Crow Laws still exist and that these African Americans’ civil rights and human rights are still being violated.

Some may say there is not another decade like the 1960’s.  The 1960’s was a decade that ignited the fire to fight for freedom, injustices, and civil rights.  “The Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C.A. §§ 2000a et seq.) is the most comprehensive civil rights legislation in the history of the United States. It contains provisions for parity in the use and enjoyment of public accommodations, facilities, and education, as well as federally assisted programs and employment. Title VII of that act, which prohibits employment discrimination based on an employee's race, color, religion, sex, or national origin, is regarded as the most inclusive source of employment rights. All employers who have at least 15 employees, including state and local governments and labor unions, are subject to its provisions, but it does not apply to the federal government, American Indian tribes, clubs, or religious organizations.” [CR, 4]
I will leave you with this.  It’s simple.  Jim Crow laws still exists.  It’s just called “Rezoning and Redistricting”.  Like Jim Crow laws, it controls who can and who cannot vote.  When you deny a person the right to vote, you deny them the freedom to change laws.
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