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Frankly, I do not know how to describe my feeling after I finish watching the marvelous movie video.  It is touching my heart.  I feel quite sad at those poor young children.  It is hard to imagine there are such a huge number of young children in India who were born with cleft clip without proper medical treatments until free surgeries are offered by a hospital.  Most of those young children are coming from rural families with finance difficulties.  With facial deformity, like cleft clip documented in this movie, these children are unable to have normal life nor receive normal education as other children do.  Smile has never appeared on their faces since they start to become aware of ugly look of themselves.  Their deformed look cast a shadow over their young mind and will continue to have long-lasting negative impact on their future life.  Gratefully, a surgery saves them and changes their life. With successful surgery, they restore the confidence toward their life and they are able to play with other children happily.  Smiles get back on their face from then on.  They are undergoing a complete metamorphosis.  

I can say, to a certain extent, facial appearance plays a very important role in our life.  Normally, we are often judged by our facial appearance by others at first glance before getting to know more about us no matter under what kind of circumstances.  With exaggeration, sometimes facial appearance probably will decide the fate of a person.  I was born and grew up in China, a country with five-thousand years’ history.  In our ancient days, people born with good looking appearance are regarded as a sign of fortune.  However, people born with facial deformity are an omen of misfortune.  Ancient people believed that it must have been resulted from the sin made by our ancestors.  Even today, the superstitious thinking still affects people’s perception of view.  In most people’s perception today, people with good looking appearance will have a smoother life road to go and are more likely to receive better treatment.  People with facial deformity are destined to encounter more hardships in their life.  They are treated unfairly and are always rejected solely because of their deformed look.  When I was in China, I often heard from older adults that the face is the most important part in our body because face is “You” to represent yourself in public.  Without normal facial looking (facial deformity), the life will be miserable no matter what kind of situations we are facing, such as our life, our career, and even our marriage.
Since childhood, we have been constantly taught we should respect and help people with disability.  Nevertheless, in our real life, the disabled or the deformed are not fully respected by others.  People always look at them with strange eyes.  People with disability are often looked down upon and teased.  They seldom receive similar treatment as other normal people.  Fairness seems farther and impossible to them.  With inadequate system in China, there is no specific law protecting the rights of the disabled.   Due to their physical defect, they are discriminated and regarded as inferior to normal people.  Today, the issue of respect to the disabled has aroused the attention to the country.  Currently, the government is taking measurements to protect the rights of people with disability.  The situation is being improved gradually.
With respect to oral health, nearly half of the population in my country has never received any oral health education instructions and the situation is even worse in rural areas.  Most of Chinese people have very limited access to oral health education.  In my memory, the education we received since childhood is only confined to daily teeth brushing and no sugar consumption during nights.  No further relevant education is followed.  Oral health education is not fully promoted throughout my country even today.  Chinese people do not have a habit to see a dentist for a regular dental examination because it is not well received among them.  For most of Chinese people, they probably have never seen a dentist in their life and even probably do not know what the dentists look like.  Because of lacking of adequate oral health education, they are not fully aware of the importance of oral health care.  They start to think of seeing a dentist to seek medical treatments only when their oral problems progress to a worse situation.  Before I came to the United States, I have never seen a dentist for a regular dental visit and I even did not know what flossing is.  It is not joking.  Now I use the floss daily and realize how it is important to use the floss to protect my teeth.  In general, attitudes to prevention of dental caries and periodontal disease seem positive in Chinese youth. Nevertheless, dental treatment needs and utilization of dental services among older adults are scarce because of their deep-rooted thought and attitude.  Just like my parents, they do not accept flossing despite my repetitive persuasion.  Just as other Chinese people, my parents go to see a dentist only when they cannot endure the pain of teeth any more.  To solve the problem, I think the local health authorities should be encouraged to strengthen systematic community-based oral health promotion and develop the strategies aimed at further improvement of oral self practices, regular dental visiting habit, and better control of oral disease.
