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Paragraph Structure

A paragraph is a group of sentences about one topic. Most paragraphs have a topic sentence that states the main point and several sentences that explain, illustrate, reinforce, qualify, or prove it. No writer is immune from the need to write coherent paragraphs. Examine the best writers. Clear structure is evident.

Simple Paragraph Structures:

1.  Thesis sentence, supporting sentences

2.  Supporting sentences, thesis sentence

Complex Paragraph Structures:

1.  Thesis sentence, supporting sentences, (but) qualifying sentences

2.  Qualifying sentences, (but) thesis sentence, supporting sentences

3.  Supporting sentences, thesis sentence, (but) qualifying sentences

Your Assignment: The following paragraph is out of order. Study these sentences and arrange them into a coherent paragraph order (number them from 1 – 7) based on a complex paragraph structure.

___A. Most cultural critics, historians, and literary critics who write about nostalgia start with this common perception, but they frame “better and simpler” pejoratively.

___B. First, they assume a significant and fundamental difference between memory (invented, borrowed, or actual) and the historical archive; the former is considered subjective while the latter is considered more reliable.

___C. In common parlance nostalgia is a feeling, a yearning for a better and simpler time, usually located in the near past.

___D. These critics and historians argue that nostalgia is the abdication of memory (Lasch), or a betrayal of how things really were (Shaw, Chase), or a rupture of the historical signifier from its signified (Jameson).

___E. This fairly straightforward understanding of nostalgia as ideology has produced important and interesting readings of literary nostalgia. But, what has been left out, and what requires more attention, is the changing psychological meaning of nostalgia.

___F. Second, they assume that this difference is ideological or political. 

___G. These three views arise from two common foundations.

The College Sentence:

The College Sentence is one of the most important types of sentences to practice and write at will. Your professors have been trained to use them, to understand them, to love them. The college sentence is a compound sentence that contains two or more ideas. Often the sentence contains two ideas in some relation.

A compound sentence contains two or more independent clauses.

First Example:

I love the City Tech Cafe, but my students love Starbucks.
(The independent clauses are in blue. This sentence contains no dependent clauses)

Second Example:

I love the City Tech Cafe; my students love Starbucks, and we all love holidays.
 Sometimes a compound sentence contains more than two independent clauses.

Third Example:

I can name several conjunctive adverbs; consequently, my friends are impressed.

Sometimes longer linking words can be used. Note that consequently is the conjunctive adverb (It connects two independent clauses. And it often requires a semicolon and a comma)
Quotations
This essay asks students to include at least four direct quotations. Here is a brief introduction to MLA style quotations from Purdue OWL website:

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For example:
Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a “spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings” (263).

Since you do not need a Works Cited for this essay, it is important to provide relevant information in the quotation. In short, students need to introduce the quote. In addition, students need to include page numbers, but not paragraph numbers, not line numbers. 

Another example:

In a small but important way, John helps Tita to break away from Mama Elena forever when he speaks about how matches are made and how they can, metaphorically, provide the flame of love when he says “‘that’s why it’s important to keep your distance from people who have frigid breath. Just their presence can put out the most intense fire’” (116).
[Note the use of double quotes to indicate this is spoken by someone, not just narrated.]
