
STORYBOARDS



DEFINITION

A series of panels on which a set of sketches is 
arranged depicting consecutively the important 
changes of scene and action in a series of shots 
(as for a film, television show, or commercial)



















USAGE

•A storyboard provides a visual layout of events 
as they are to be seen through the camera lens.

•In the case of interactive media, it is the 
layout and sequence in which the user or viewer 
sees the content or information.







TECHNIQUES

•Storyboards can be created by hand drawing or 
digitally on the computer.
•Thumbnail Storyboards
•Detailed Storyboards
•Technical Previsualization



http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/storyboard-composer/id325697961?mt=8
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CREATING A SHOT list

A shot list is simply that – a list of all of 
the shots in your film. When you have completed 
your screenplay, a shot list is a great way to 
imagine how it will look on the screen.



important Questions

Location 
Actors
Props

Frame Size
Angles
Movement
Lighting

Special Effects









assignment
due tuesday, october 16 



In teams of two, create a Storyboard visualizing 
the following story:

A young man gets up on a weekday morning and 
gets ready to go to work. 

He buys breakfast on his way to the subway. The 
subway platform is packed. On the train, 

another passenger stumbles and bumps into him. 
His coffee spills all over his shirt. 

Once above ground, the protagonist looks at the 
time, realizes he is late, and runs across the 
street. In his haste he fails to notice a murky 

puddle and steps right into it. 

He finally arrives at his desk. The phone 
rings. He picks up... and wakes up back in his 

bed, with the alarm going off.



•You must construct the storyboard with images 
gathered online - no original material. 

•Create a shot list in the form of an Excel 
spreadsheet or MS Word document. 

•You may crop, scale, and rotate existing images 
but may not create new ones. 

•Arrows and simple graphics should be used to 
describe movement within a shot. 

•Captions should accompany the images and provide 
information regarding audio, timing, and other 
non-visual elements. 

•Be prepared to present the final piece to the 
class on Tuesday, October 16.



assignment
due thursday, october 4 

•Post your final Mood Board (in .jgp format) on 
the course blog, under the “Mood Board” category, 
along with a short description.

•Read this article about storyboarding
 
•Watch this video, showing an excerpt of Toy 
Story's storyboarding process

http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/storyboarding-your-film.html
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/storyboarding-your-film.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOeaC8kcxH0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOeaC8kcxH0
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