
Police Brutality
Police Brutality is a very big part of corruption in the justice system. Many people 

do not like to discuss or acknowledge that police brutality even exists. The topic of 
police brutality makes some people uncomfortable because, many people do not 
want to believe that the same police officers who are supposed to protect us could 

be capable of willingly harming us.   



Definition of Police Brutality 

Police brutality is the use of excessive and/or unnecessary force by police 
when dealing with civilians. “Excessive use of force” means a force well beyond 
what would be necessary in order to handle a situation

Law Dictionary: What Is Police Brutality? 

http://thelawdictionary.org/article/what-is-police-brutality/#ixzz4PRK4kGFa


Introduction

Who do you call 
when police 

MURDER?





Black Lives Matter Movement 

- BLM = international activist movement - originating in the African-American 
community

- Campaigns against violence + systemic racism
- Protests police killing black people 
- broader issues: racial profiling, police brutality + racial inequality 



Black Lives Matter - How did it start?

- February 26th 2012 Trayvon Martin is shot
- The shooter, Zimmerman - not charged 
- Public outcry = Zimmerman charged with second 

degree murder + manslaughter
- Movement starts officially = Zimmerman acquitted 

of murdering Trayvon



Black Lives Matter - Key Events

- Eric Garner is killed by NYPD officer
- After being put on choke hold with support from a number of officers 
- https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/video/2014/dec/04/i-cant-breathe-eric-garner-chokehold-death-video

- “I can’t breathe” - Key part of the movement
- https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2014/dec/05/eric-garner-case-new-york-protests-continue-through-second-night

  

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/video/2014/dec/04/i-cant-breathe-eric-garner-chokehold-death-video
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2014/dec/05/eric-garner-case-new-york-protests-continue-through-second-night




Black Lives Matter - Key Events

- August 2014 = 3 incidents - within 6 days 
- August 9th: Michael Brown killed in Ferguson
- State of emergency is announced in Missouri
- August 11th: Ezell Ford shot - LA police officers 

  







One Year After Michael Brown’s Death (Video) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNDrQhGg3z4


Thoughts?



Comments









Thoughts?



Attack of a police dog on a man in Manchester

According to the Manchester Evening news, a man got attacked on August 31st, 
at about 3am. The man, who asked for anonymity, was walking through a 
cemetery with his friend when a police dog (German Shepherd) was sent after him 
by a police officer. The police officer then called the dog back, but seeing the 
man’s friend, he sent it back at him. Two police officers joined 5 minutes later and 
called the ambulance. The man arrived with 20 dog bites at the hospital for at least 
two weeks.



Comments
A large number of 
people commented 
about this event not 
being related to 
homophobia and 
blaming the man of 
trespassing. Do you 
agree? What are 
your thoughts on the 
comments?





What we can do Better ? 

  -   Listen to Black voices 
-  Educate ourselves 
-  Reflect on  privilege and discrimination  
-  Think about the ways we can all support anti-racism 
-  Be supportive and help build resilient communities who work together to  

improve life for everyone(Discourse Communities)
  
        



To quote the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., "No 
one is free until we are all free." 




