
RACISM ON MEXICANS 



62% OF HISPANIC ADULTS SAY HAVING A 
DARKER SKIN COLOR HURTS HISPANICS’ 
ABILITY TO GET AHEAD IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND59% SAY HAVING A LIGHTER 

SKIN COLOR HELPS HISPANICS GET AHEAD



“PEOPLE SAY ‘OH YOU LOOK LIKE A WHITE 
DUDE’… BUT HOWEVER I MAY LOOK WHEN 

I LEAVE MY NAME I CAN’T GET A PHONE 
CALL BACK FROM AN APARTMENT IN NYC”



HISPANICS HAVE A HARDER TIME GETTING 
APPROVED FOR CONVENTIONAL 

MORTGAGES THAN WHITES AND ASIANS, 
AND WHEN THEY ARE APPROVED THEY 

TEND TO PAY HIGHER INTEREST RATES.



32% OF LATINOS WITH DARKER SKIN 
SAY SOMEONE TOLD THEM TO GO BACK 

TO THEIR COUNTRY WHILE 20% 0F 
THOSE WITH LIGHTER SKIN WERE TOLD 

THAT SAME THING



SOME HISPANICS WHOSE FAMILY ROOTS IN 
AMERICA DATE BACK CENTURIES ARE STILL 

ASKED, ESPECIALLY IF THEY HAVE DARK 
SKIN, WHERE THEIR FAMILY IS FROM.



MANY WHITE PEOPLE THINK THAT ALL 
LATINOS ARE FOREIGN NO MATTER HOW 

LONG THEY’VE BEEN IN THE UNITED STATES 
OR HOW “ASSIMILATED” THEY ARE



51% OF HISPANICS SAY TOO LITTLE 
ATTENTION IS PAID TO THEM



“EDUCATED MEXICAN AMERICANS 
EXPERIENCE MORE STEREOTYPING AND 

DISCRIMINATION THAN THEIR LESS-
EDUCATED COUNTERPARTS, WHICH IS 

PARTLY DUE TO THEIR GREATER CONTACT 
WITH WHITES.”-NCBI



“ONE WAY TO COUNTER STEREOTYPES IS 
THROUGH THE PRESENCE OF MORE 

LATINOS IN THE MEDIA…THE ABSENCE IS 
GLARING” – MALDEF SAENZ


