
Revised Final version of Unit 1 

CHANGES:  

- I changed the name of the address from relative to the office of the 

Commander of the Army to bring about a possible effective change to the 

problem my discourse community is facing.  Why? I responded to the 

comment from the professor. 

- 2nd paragraph: I worked on describing how writing to the new address will 

help change this problem. Why? I responded to the comment from the 

professor. 

- 5th Paragraph I reorganize my sentence structure in such a way that the story 

goes first before the concluding paragraph.  Why? I responded to the 

comment from the professor. 
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Adekunle David Daodu 

New York City College of Technology, 

CUNY 300 Jay Street Brooklyn,  

NY 11201  

 

12/03/2021  

 

United States President, 

280 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,  

Washington,  

DC 20500 

 

Dear Captain Bruce,  

 

           I hope you are doing well. I will like to talk to you about the challenges I am 

going through in the United States Army as a discourse community. You might be 

wondering what discourse community means or what it has to do with the United 



States Army in which we both serve? According to the linguist John Swale, define 

discourse community as "groups that have goals and purposes, and use 

communication to achieve their goals." However, a discourse community can 

simply be a group of people speaking the same language, or in other words, 

sharing the same concern on a topic, a body of comprehension on the issues, and 

have common terminology for discussing these topics.  

           

       I believe you have the power and the right office to bring about change to the 

problem we are going through in the United States Army, because you are the 

commander of the company. Sir, it is no more news that soldiers suffer a lot of 

emotional stress due to not being able to reach out to their family when they are 

out there on a mission. With your involvement, I believe a petition can be created 

to discuss the possibility of providing an encrypted personal device for each 

soldiers when they are out there on a mission. This will likely bridge the gap of not 

being able to speak with their respective family members.  

 

            Another issue you need to look into is the disrespect among the United 

Army service members. I recall some years ago when I joined the United States 

Army, I met people from different backgrounds, cultures, and traditions. This 

diversity has made me compromise my values and personality with respect to the 



way I communicate with other to fit into the organization I now find myself. At 

first, it feels as if I am gradually losing myself. But, as time went by, I came to a 

logical understanding that it seems necessary for me to conform to the way, rules, 

and communication pattern because that was the only way I could fit in the 

discourse community. For example, the training officer will yell at us at every 

opportunity they have while trying to pass a message across; to an outsider, they 

will see this as an act of wickedness. But to fellow soldiers and me, we see it as our 

means of communicating effectively. However, I attempted to ask if it was really 

necessary to treat us harshly or yell at us while trying to pass a message across. 

The military training officer said that it breaks us from our old civilian habits and 

builds us to the military standard. It is more like taking away our old personalities 

and planting new ones into us. Sir, as you are aware communication in the Army 

community is very different from that of the civilian settings. For instance, we use 

terms like "disregard this transmission out: this means forget this message, it was 

sent in error." "Wilco over: use to indicate receipt of – and compliance with – the 

sent instructions." "Roger-out: use to confirm message well received," and not the 

least "word twice: use to say the words twice to make a message more easily 

understood."  

           



          Another big issue is duty. Duty to so, many people mean performing an 

assigned job. But in the United States Army, commitment goes a long way. It 

excels simply doing a given task. It includes going beyond the expectation by 

performing other activities that could value the Country's interest and make a clear 

report about the job you just accomplished. Many soldiers do not uphold their 

responsibility and fail to make a report of any task completed. Thus, affecting the 

organization's progress as a whole because, in the United States Army, we are all 

connected like an electric circuit. If there is a break in the circuit, it affects the 

performance or the flow of electric current. A report is essential after every task 

because that is the only means of communicating to the next team, which only 

reports for duty in the morning after the night shift is done. That is the only way 

they can keep track of what to watch out for and what not to get themselves 

involved with because, unlike other safe jobs, the United States Army jobs involve 

greater risk such that one minor mistake could lead to the end of the entire team's 

life. For example, we were assigned a mission sometime last year to go retrieve 

classified data. As a unit, we operate by subdividing ourselves into groups (alpha 

team and bravo team.) The alpha team was assigned to go in and survey the 

location and prepare the bravo team for extraction. While we were waiting for the 

alpha team to perform their duty, we ended up realizing that the alpha team failed 

to make a report of their findings; it's more like they came back with no intel 



because there was no report available for the Bravo team to work with. As a result, 

we (the Bravo team) couldn't perform our task, which affected the whole operation 

and the safety of the Country's citizens at large. This issue made me feel so sick to 

my stomach as to why the alpha team got so complacent, hence failing to 

accomplish their duty.  

          While I was serving in Afghanistan four years ago, there was no internet 

connection provided for soldiers because, according to intelligence, the enemy 

could infiltrate the database and attacked our base. The only means of 

communication was an encrypted two-way radio device. In the absence of 

communication, I was at a great disadvantage of losing touch with family back 

home while on deployment; this issue explains why I haven't communicated with 

you more often. 

 

          Lastly, as much as I love to serve and protect the life and property of people. 

Unfortunately, I have to do this at the cost of being away from my family for a 

long period of time with little opportunity to communicate to them. According to 

New York Times, “Michelle Obama announced today that President Obama’s 

2011 budget will propose $8.8 billion in funding for programs to support military 

families.” One of the reason behind this fund is to support military family back 

home while their heroes are out during active deployments. So, the spouse can 



support the family left behind without having the need to write emergency letter 

that could possibly distract the military personnel from the mission at hand.  

           

          In conclusion, the United States Army as a discourse community has made a 

lot of significant impact in my life both negatively and positively. It has provided 

me the skills of communication that can apply to the civilian sector after 

completing my time with the United States Army. I hope that you find this letter 

informative and at the same time refreshing. Thanks for reading my letter Ronke, 

hoping to hear back from you soon.  

Sincerely,  

Adekunle David Daodu  
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