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FIRST DAY OF CLASS – ORIENTATION 

Day #1 – Tuesday – 1/29/2019 
 
 
Objectives 
 

• Orient students to the tools, systems, and expectations of the course. 
• Begin building rapport with students and establish community. 
• Get first glimpse of students’ thoughts about writing for baseline data. 

 
 
Activity Schedule 
 

1. Take Role (10) 
2. Welcome! (5) 
3. Media Release (5) 
4. Drive Sign-Up (5) 
5. Free Write – Handout on why are you here?  (15) 
6. Syllabus (20) 
7. Homework and reading handout (10) 
8. Questions (5) 

 
Workshop Hour 

• Read Why are you here? Responses and write on board. 
 
Upcoming 
 

• Why Good Students Do Bad in College notes due on Wednesday. 
• Google Forms assignments due on Wednesday. 
• Accept Google Drive invitation as soon as possible. 
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ORIENTATION CONTINUED – WHY GOOD STUDENTS DO BAD IN COLLEGE 

Day #2 – Thursday – 1/31/2019 
 
 
Objectives 
 

• Check on students’ progress orienting to the course. 
• Discuss the role of close reading and page annotations (in developing meta-

cognition). 
• Get first glimpse of students’ thoughts about writing for baseline data. 

 
 
Activity Schedule 
 

1. Take Role (5) 
2. Questions? (5) 

a. OpenLab 
b. Drive 
c. Homework 
d. Anything else 

3. At-risk, good, vs. high performance students (10) 
4. Free write – who am I as a thinker? (5) 
5. “How Thinking Works” by Dr. Derek Cabrera (15) 
6. How 80/20 vs. 20/80 applies to TED Talk? (5) 
7. What does mobile thinking look like in practice? (5) 
8. ThinkWell Diagram – template for higher-order thinking skills (10) 
9. Next week (5 min) 
10. Alexander Lopez introduction (10) 

 
Upcoming 
 

• How to Tame a Wild Tongue notes due on Tuesday. 
• Google Forms graded tomorrow (have 19—some are failing) 
• First grade discussion next week – good students getting bad grades. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUqRTWCdXt4
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• Accept Google Drive invitation as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes 
 

“Good” students 
o Good students are the most overlooked cohort of students. 
o Good students are those who are used to performing average effort to meet 

expectations. 
o Good students fail as well. Why? Most importantly, how can this be addressed. 
o Why work if you don’t see the value, or if criticism is provided without clear 

ideas about why the work is important, how to do it better, or where it will lead. 
 
The Pareto Principle a.k.a. The 80/20 rule. 

o The Pareto Principle – 80% of effects come from 20% of causes. 
o The 80/20 rule vs. the 20/80 rule – what portion of effect needs to come from 

faculty or from students. 
 
Perspective is important, as is learning how to think about things in new and different 

ways. 
o Immobile thinking 
o Horizontal mobility – accumulation of knowledge on the same thinking level 

“mile wide and inch deep.” 
o Vertical mobility – develop the ability to think at higher orders of meaning. 

 
How Thinking Works (TED Talk by Dr. Derek Cabrera 

o “Smart” students are good at structured, rule-bound assignments. 
o They can’t do unstructured problem-solving. 
o Doing good at school is not the same as doing good at life. 
o Ability to think is not the same as intelligence. 
o Educational problem with global effects. 
o Bandwidth solution – increase size of pipe – doesn’t work. 
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o Thinking needs to be taught – complex ecology of thought. 
o DSRP Thinking 

 Distinctions – between things – define terms with increasing nuance. 
 Systems – every part is a whole and every whole a part  
 Relationships – recognize these things 
 Perspectives – complex and multiple 

o Train “slumpers” – splitters and lumpers 
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LANGUAGE AND SELF – THE TONGUES WE SPEAK 

Day #3 – Tuesday – 2/5/2019 
 
 
Objectives 
 

• Connect writing as a cultural system that extends a biological instinct. 
• Discuss the role that language plays in identity formation and practice. 
• Get students to examine their own identities as language users and writers. 

 
 
Activity Schedule 
 

1. Take Role (5) 
2. Questions? (5) 

a. OpenLab 
b. Drive 
c. Homework 
d. Anything else 

3. Free-write about Anzaldua (10) 
a. What does she write that you identify with? 
b. What does she write that you can’t identify with? 
c. What does she write that you want to know more about? 

4. Small groups (20) 
a. What do we need to know about Anzaluda’s essay? Share what you agree with 

as a group and what you disagree with. 
5. How does language help shape identity and culture? (15) 
6. “Identifying Yourself Through Language” by Robyn Giffen (15) 
7. TED Talk Discussion – Can we separate our identity from language? (5) 

 
Workshop Hour 
 

Creating a language manifesto. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUqRTWCdXt4
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Upcoming 
 

• Selections on the Hero’s Journey in Drive. Read for Thursday. 
• First grade discussion on Thursday – shocking, but easily fixable.  
• First project assigned on Thursday. More writing than you have ever done in your life. 

 
 
 

LANGUAGE AND SELF – THE TONGUES WE SPEAK 

Day #3 – Tuesday – 2/5/2019 
 
Notes 
 

1. Anzaldua discussion (20) 
a. We all speak many tongues. 
b. Even when we speak the same language – it is not the same (a representation 

of our identity – intersectionalism). 
i. Patois – language of the community, “common people” 

1. Jeetyet? 
2. No’dju? 
3. Yuntu? 
4. Af’r’I’red’up. 

ii. Argot – jargon or slang of a group 
c. Language use is an exercise in power. Naming something is power. Your 

language is used against you – you are judged by the language you speak – 
politics of identity and representation. Identity  Subjectivity 

d. Language evokes time and place, a sense of culture and community. It evokes 
identity. 

e. EthnicLinguistic Identity 
f. SelfWhere does our sense of culture and belonging come from? How do we 

identify with others through language? 
g. Internalization of language – “Identity is the essential core of who we are as 

individuals, the conscious experience of the self-inside.” 
h. What is the consequence of being told you speak broken English, or bastard 

English, or “slang”? 
i. Our esteem towards the language we speak is part of how we view ourselves. 
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j. How can an individual of a community have a voice outside of the community, 
when the community itself is not heard? E.g. Chicanos. 

k. Giving up a language is giving up an identity. 
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STORY AND SELF – RECOGNIZING THE ROLE OF SELF IN NARRATIVE AND WRITING 

Day #4 – Thursday – 2/7/2019 
 
 
Objectives 
 

• Describe the monomyth. 
• Connect the role of self to culture and writing. 
• Introduce students to Project I – The Story of the Self. 

 
 
Activity Schedule 
 

1. Take Role (5) 
2. Questions? (5) 

a. OpenLab 
b. Drive 
c. Homework 
d. Anything else 

3. Free-write about Campbell (10) 
a. What is a hero? 

4. Large group discussion (20) 
a. Hero’s journey. 
b. Relationship to self and writing 

5. Project I, Part I? (20) 
6. Grades (15) 

 
 
Upcoming 
 

• DasBender “Read Critical Thinking in Writing” for Tuesday. 
• Assignment on Tuesday (summary) – take notes. 
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LANGUAGE AND SELF – THE TONGUES WE SPEAK 

Day #4 – Thursday – 2/7/2019 
 
Notes 
 

1. A journey – a great movement – separation, descent, ordeal, return. 
2. Common structural elements of myth, fairy tale, dreams, movies, and literary stories. 
3. The journey is not always, or only physical – it is a metaphorical, and spiritual, journey 

as well. The hero must change. 
4. Character arc – stages of growth 

a. Ordinary world – the three-dimensional hero, flaws and all 
i. What is the central dramatic question/premise 
ii. Entry into special world – plot 

b. Refusal of the call – Recognition of risk, resistance to change 
i. Stakes of refusal grow 
ii. Hero is comfortable—doesn’t want to change 

c. Meeting of the mentor – provides insight, confidence, training, or gifts 
i. A person, or a tome, map, whatever 

d. Crossing the threshold – Accepting one’s reality 
i. There is no turning back 
ii. May go willingly, or be pushed 
iii. Internal force or external force 

e. Tests, allies, enemies – faces encounters that test the hero’s resolve 
i. Our look at the special world 
ii. Dramatic story of relationships, trust 

f. Approach to the inmost cave – leading to the heart of the story/conflict 
i. Dealing with setbacks 
ii. The ticking clock 

iii. Preparing to face the greatest fear 
g. The Ordeal 

i. Central life-or-death crisis 
ii. What will be lost or given up to succeed 
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iii. Essential, central, magical stage 
h. Reward – survival, celebration 
i. Road back – Completing the journey, re-establish what was lost and won 

(dramatic risk). 
j. Resurrection – Cleansing, final life-or-death struggle, rising to the sacrifice 
k. Return with elixir – Final reward, restoration of balance, hero is changed 
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STORY AND SELF – MODELS TO THINK ABOUT 

Day #5 – Thursday – 2/14/2019 [No class on 2/12 (Tuesday)] 
 
 
Objectives 
 

• Looking at ways of positioning the self with respect to narratives. 
• Transition into discussion of “critical thinking.” 
• Discuss Project I – The Story of the Self. 

 
 
Activity Schedule 
 

1. Take Role and general Questions (5) 
2. Models to think About (20) 
3. How to Live to Be 100” (20) 
4. Story of the Self – Part I (15) 
5. Why have we focused on you (5) 
6. Transition to “critical reading” and due dates (10) 

 
 
Upcoming 
 

• DasBender “Read Critical Thinking in Writing” for Tuesday (annotate carefully). 
• Dillar “Living Like Weasles” for Tuesday (take some notes). 
• Assignments on Tuesday (analysis; summary). 
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STORY AND SELF – MODELS TO THINK ABOUT 

Day #5 – Thursday – 2/14/2019 
 
Notes 
 

1. A journey – a great movement – separation, descent, ordeal, return. 
2. We live a life constructed of narratives and stories – oral tradition. 
3. Rethinking narratives – what goes into it, and what is its relationship to critical 

thinking 
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CRITICAL THINKING AND SUMMARIES 

Day #6 – Tuesday – 2/19/2019 
 
 
Objectives 
 

• Discuss what “critical thinking” is from DasBender’s article. 
• Show the process of close reading and apply it to summarization. 
• Go over “Writing an Effective Summary” assignment. 

 
 
Activity Schedule 
 

1. Take Role and general questions (5) 
2. Free write – experience with Project I (10) 
3. Project I questions and discussion (15) 
4. Summary assignment (15) 
5. DasBender article walkthrough (30) 

 
Workshop Hour 
 

How to “read” a complex text like Consider the Lobster. 
 
 
Upcoming 
 

• Load the Google Drive app onto your devices and sync the folders. 
• Follow directions on Summary assignment for credit. 
• 40 paragraphs due this Thursday. You will be getting another response assignment 

on the “Consider the Lobster” article then. 
• Observer coming next Thursday to class.  
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CRITICAL THINKING AND SUMMARIES 

Day #6 – Tuesday – 2/19/2019 
 
Notes 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Your Name Goes Here 
ENG 1101—LC 53 
Professor Patrick Corbett 
 
September 1, 2018 (or whatever date it is) 
 

 
A More Informative Title than What You Are Used To Writing 

 
Your introduction goes here. It can be brief or complex depending on what you are 
writing. But write it last. Also, the gibberish you see in grey is “Lorem Ipsum,” or 
dummy text. This text is used as a placeholder so you can see the structure of the 
document. It is greyed out so you can read what is in English more easily. Finally, if 
your report needs even more structure, you can always use numbered lists or other 
formatting features to show the overt sequence of your ideas.….Mauris efficitur lacus 
venenatis, dignissim risus ut, facilisis nulla. Morbi id pharetra nibh, sit amet varius 
augue. Phasellus vel pellentesque erat, non aliquet erat. Ut sollicitudin rutrum lectus 
pretium venenatis. Morbi a venenatis felis. Morbi nunc erat, bibendum ut orci non, 
auctor posuere lectus. Maecenas ligula odio, luctus a consequat non, vehicula at mi. 
Duis sit amet urna ipsum. Aliquam mollis sollicitudin pretium. Cras condimentum 
varius ipsum, et vulputate mi bibendum eu. Donec nibh tortor, euismod congue 
pellentesque vitae, dictum eget augue. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. Fusce bibendum condimentum leo. Nullam tincidunt, magna sed 
elementum suscipit, augue diam ultricies ex, nec volutpat mauris lacus. 
 
This Is a Subject Heading….Your First Big Point Goes Here 
Introduce that point here in a sentence and then elaborate on it in a way you’re your 
reader can follow….Lorem felis, varius fermentum justo placerat non. Curabitur 
suscipit porttitor turpis vel tincidunt. Sed ut risus eu mauris interdum accumsan ac 
eget ipsum. Pellentesque tempor, leo sed scelerisque placerat, augue erat convallis 
mi, sit amet blandit justo ex non lacus. Nam non lacinia metus. Vivamus rhoncus 
nulla nec hendrerit cursus. Nullam nec pharetra felis, id sollicitudin erat.  
 

If That Point Needs Divided into SubPoints 
You divide subpoints to make it easier for the reader to understand what you 
are writing because it is more organized. Also, this means your thinking is 
more organized as well….Taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia nostra, 
per inceptos himenaeos. Curabitur mattis pulvinar ante eget pretium. 
Phasellus orci nunc, porta ut convallis in, varius eu arcu. Vestibulum ante 
ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Ut porta 
nunc risus, et sollicitudin arcu aliquam id. Sed cursus neque libero, interdum 
pretium eros laoreet quis. Etiam ut turpis eu augue feugiat dapibus. Proin 
vehicula ex ac ultrices dignissim. 

 
Use More Subject Headings to Divide Big Ideas into Smaller Ones 
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The more complex point you are trying to make, the more divisions will be 
necessary….Lobortis vel pulvinar ac, facilisis ut turpis. Suspendisse viverra 
velit eu risus fringilla, sed bibendum mi vehicula. Sed sollicitudin placerat erat 
non euismod. Ut vehicula eros at lacus efficitur, in ultricies magna volutpat. 
Sed ut aliquam justo. In non sapien non ipsum eleifend elementum in ac orci. 
Curabitur vitae diam libero. Aenean luctus ligula sit amet sem efficitur, id 
pretium tortor semper. Nunc vel quam eu tortor scelerisque scelerisque ut non 
magna. Vestibulum sit amet hendrerit diam. Integer pulvinar feugiat justo 
maximus maximus. Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et 
ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Cras ac nunc massa. Nunc ultrices vitae quam 
sit amet suscipit. 

 
A Second Big Point Can Go Here…or Not 
You are used to thinking of things in terms of body paragrams. Now think of them in 
terms of body sections. In simple ideas, each section will be its own paragraph. 
Sometimes, a section will be many pages instead…Dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. Nullam sit amet sapien tincidunt, scelerisque ipsum et, laoreet sem. 
Phasellus tincidunt malesuada metus sit amet pellentesque. Mauris iaculis, est 
bibendum consequat iaculis, neque ex iaculis ipsum, a accumsan nunc velit eu dui. 
Etiam at ipsum consequat felis interdum dapibus quis a elit. In massa enim, egestas 
at justo sed, scelerisque sollicitudin ante. Etiam vel purus sit amet tortor elementum 
commodo non sed ligula. Mauris eu pretium enim, vulputate ultricies ex. Duis ultrices 
velit sed eros maximus laoreet. Nam vitae leo tincidunt, feugiat justo a, fermentum 
ante. Nunc facilisis in mauris vitae accumsan. Ut viverra sit amet nunc sit amet. 
 
This Big Point Uses a List Structure to Break Down Parallel Information 
Sometimes, when you have a lot of information that is very similar, you can use a 
list to organize it. Whether that list uses bullet points, letters, numbers, or little stars 
depends on what the content is and who your audience is….Ut odio maximus, id 
condimentum tortor tempus. Nam eget sem hendrerit, blandit purus ac, accumsan 
magna. Pellentesque ac lectus velit. Praesent laoreet urna mi, nec rutrum turpis 
varius ut. Aliquam eu risus sapien. Cras orci neque, dignissim non ex sed, finibus 
ultricies nulla. Pellentesque pellentesque dui rutrum, euismod mauris sit amet, 
tempus nisl. Vestibulum placerat diam eget ornare rhoncus. Quisque convallis quam 
neque, egestas pretium metus commodo quis. Donec euismod nisi a viverra 
sollicitudin. Ut fringilla arcu sit amet enim fermentum varius. Maecenas hendrerit 
egestas convallis. In in diam sed elit lobortis sodales. Donec interdum magna eu diam 
condimentum varius. 

• Fusce vel bibendum urna, fermentum molestie diam.  
• In venenatis vulputate neque a porttitor. Aliquam lectus justo, commodo ac mi 

imperdiet, fringilla mattis arcu. Aenean eu faucibus dolor.  
• Nulla porta sapien eros, id volutpat lorem rhoncus at. Phasellus augue lacus, 

malesuada vitae quam vitae, varius blandit nisi.  
Nam purus turpis, accumsan a hendrerit a, dignissim ut erat. Donec fermentum 
tincidunt lacus, nec porttitor diam rhoncus pulvinar. Morbi condimentum placerat. 
 
A Conclusion Can Go Here 
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Most documents should have some form of a conclusion so that the reader knows 
they are done with the document. Sometimes conclusions focus on a summary of 
what was presented, sometimes on next steps a reader should take, and 
sometimes on a future thought or idea that is relevant. Note, this last sentence 
could have been in a list….Metus sed ligula iaculis, in congue turpis tempor. Fusce 
varius eu risus vel commodo. Quisque et nunc ac dolor venenatis tincidunt. 
Maecenas interdum sem felis, vitae tincidunt ipsum auctor at. Morbi ac interdum 
nisl. Orci varius natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur 
ridiculus mus. Vestibulum consequat tortor leo, id fringilla tellus fringilla quis. 
Pellentesque vel tempus urna. Nulla quis facilisis massa. Aenean hendrerit neque 
eget urna dictum, id lacinia felis bibendum. Duis ultricies convallis gravida. Aenean 
nisl massa, rutrum eu posuere sit amet, scelerisque at tellus. 
 
Fusce egestas lectus est, ut condimentum velit iaculis eu. Vestibulum vitae 
fermentum lacus. Maecenas in libero rhoncus, ullamcorper nulla nec, dapibus 
mauris. Ut augue diam, bibendum eu posuere auctor, sollicitudin et metus. Morbi 
tellus eros, rhoncus eget fringilla ut, aliquet ut est. Aenean ornare sem ac lobortis  
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Your introduction goes here. It can be brief or complex depending on what you are 
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This Is a Subject Heading….Your First Big Point Goes Here 
Introduce that point here in a sentence and then elaborate on it in a way you’re your 
reader can follow….Lorem felis, varius fermentum justo placerat non. Curabitur 
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mi, sit amet blandit justo ex non lacus. Nam non lacinia metus. Vivamus rhoncus 
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If That Point Needs Divided into SubPoints 
You divide subpoints to make it easier for the reader to understand what you 
are writing because it is more organized. Also, this means your thinking is 
more organized as well….Taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia nostra, 
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pretium eros laoreet quis. Etiam ut turpis eu augue feugiat dapibus. Proin 
vehicula ex ac ultrices dignissim. 
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The more complex point you are trying to make, the more divisions will be 
necessary….Lobortis vel pulvinar ac, facilisis ut turpis. Suspendisse viverra 
velit eu risus fringilla, sed bibendum mi vehicula. Sed sollicitudin placerat erat 
non euismod. Ut vehicula eros at lacus efficitur, in ultricies magna volutpat. 
Sed ut aliquam justo. In non sapien non ipsum eleifend elementum in ac orci. 
Curabitur vitae diam libero. Aenean luctus ligula sit amet sem efficitur, id 
pretium tortor semper. Nunc vel quam eu tortor scelerisque scelerisque ut non 
magna. Vestibulum sit amet hendrerit diam. Integer pulvinar feugiat justo 
maximus maximus. Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et 
ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Cras ac nunc massa. Nunc ultrices vitae quam 
sit amet suscipit. 

 
A Second Big Point Can Go Here…or Not 
You are used to thinking of things in terms of body paragrams. Now think of them in 
terms of body sections. In simple ideas, each section will be its own paragraph. 
Sometimes, a section will be many pages instead…Dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. Nullam sit amet sapien tincidunt, scelerisque ipsum et, laoreet sem. 
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Etiam at ipsum consequat felis interdum dapibus quis a elit. In massa enim, egestas 
at justo sed, scelerisque sollicitudin ante. Etiam vel purus sit amet tortor elementum 
commodo non sed ligula. Mauris eu pretium enim, vulputate ultricies ex. Duis ultrices 
velit sed eros maximus laoreet. Nam vitae leo tincidunt, feugiat justo a, fermentum 
ante. Nunc facilisis in mauris vitae accumsan. Ut viverra sit amet nunc sit amet. 
 
This Big Point Uses a List Structure to Break Down Parallel Information 
Sometimes, when you have a lot of information that is very similar, you can use a 
list to organize it. Whether that list uses bullet points, letters, numbers, or little stars 
depends on what the content is and who your audience is….Ut odio maximus, id 
condimentum tortor tempus. Nam eget sem hendrerit, blandit purus ac, accumsan 
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varius ut. Aliquam eu risus sapien. Cras orci neque, dignissim non ex sed, finibus 
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neque, egestas pretium metus commodo quis. Donec euismod nisi a viverra 
sollicitudin. Ut fringilla arcu sit amet enim fermentum varius. Maecenas hendrerit 
egestas convallis. In in diam sed elit lobortis sodales. Donec interdum magna eu diam 
condimentum varius. 

• Fusce vel bibendum urna, fermentum molestie diam.  
• In venenatis vulputate neque a porttitor. Aliquam lectus justo, commodo ac mi 

imperdiet, fringilla mattis arcu. Aenean eu faucibus dolor.  
• Nulla porta sapien eros, id volutpat lorem rhoncus at. Phasellus augue lacus, 

malesuada vitae quam vitae, varius blandit nisi.  
Nam purus turpis, accumsan a hendrerit a, dignissim ut erat. Donec fermentum 
tincidunt lacus, nec porttitor diam rhoncus pulvinar. Morbi condimentum placerat. 
 
A Conclusion Can Go Here 



3 
 

Most documents should have some form of a conclusion so that the reader knows 
they are done with the document. Sometimes conclusions focus on a summary of 
what was presented, sometimes on next steps a reader should take, and 
sometimes on a future thought or idea that is relevant. Note, this last sentence 
could have been in a list….Metus sed ligula iaculis, in congue turpis tempor. Fusce 
varius eu risus vel commodo. Quisque et nunc ac dolor venenatis tincidunt. 
Maecenas interdum sem felis, vitae tincidunt ipsum auctor at. Morbi ac interdum 
nisl. Orci varius natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur 
ridiculus mus. Vestibulum consequat tortor leo, id fringilla tellus fringilla quis. 
Pellentesque vel tempus urna. Nulla quis facilisis massa. Aenean hendrerit neque 
eget urna dictum, id lacinia felis bibendum. Duis ultricies convallis gravida. Aenean 
nisl massa, rutrum eu posuere sit amet, scelerisque at tellus. 
 
Fusce egestas lectus est, ut condimentum velit iaculis eu. Vestibulum vitae 
fermentum lacus. Maecenas in libero rhoncus, ullamcorper nulla nec, dapibus 
mauris. Ut augue diam, bibendum eu posuere auctor, sollicitudin et metus. Morbi 
tellus eros, rhoncus eget fringilla ut, aliquet ut est. Aenean ornare sem ac lobortis  
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DESIGNING A BASIC ANALYSIS 

Day #7 – Thursday – 2/21/2019 
 
 
Objectives 
 

• Demonstrate how a basic analysis can be formed from critical thinking techniques. 
• Show students how to format and upload a document to Drive. 

 
 
Activity Schedule 
 

1. Take Role and general questions (5) 
2. Questions about Project I and demonstration (15) 
3. Project I questions and discussion (15) 
4. Writing an Analysis (25) 
5. Individual meetings (15) 

 
 
 
Upcoming 
 

• Load the Google Drive app onto your devices and sync the folders. 
• Project 1, Part 1 is due Friday (tomorrow) at midnight. 
• On Tuesday, you will be getting Consider the Lobster analysis. 
• Observer coming next Thursday to class.  
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DESIGNING A BASIC ANALYSIS 

Day #7 – Thursday – 2/21/2019 
 
Notes 
 
Your assignment is going to be to write a 500- to 600-word analysis response to Consider the 
Lobster. And I’m telling you that you can do so without knowing many of the subject-specific 
techniques used in expert literary analysis. You can do so through general principles of 
critical thinking. Here are things that you must be willing to do. 
 

1) You must be willing to read to understand—which involves writing as you read.  
a. This involves a commitment of time and focus – the willingness to read closely 

and track what you have read through annotations and other forms of notes. 
b. Reading critically means stopping, reflecting on what you have encountered, 

asking yourself questions, and taking notes on that process. 
c. You must be able to discover what ideas are most important to you, and which 

chains of argumentation support that. You have to find the main idea, or 
argument, or the narrative/story that is speaking to you. 

d. You have to be willing to look up seemingly important words or ideas you do 
not know. 

2) As you read, you must be willing to think about how the text connect to you in a 
tangible way. Where do you stand in relationship to the text itself, its argument(s), or 
subject matter? 

a. Academic writing (i.e., writing with the explicit goal of knowledge-creation and 
sharing) starts with the personal.  

b. You must be able to articulate an opinion on the subject you are writing on (an 
informed opinion), but also try to apply that opinion towards more abstract, or 
general, ideas. 

c. Recognize and question your own relationship with the text to situate yourself 
within it.  

3) Find and identify the gap in your own understanding. 
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a. What is missing that can be filled in through analysis? This is something that 
will bridge the “gap” between your own interest and understanding, the text, 
and the audience. 

b. For example, for me, the gap would be thinking about what my relationship is 
with the animal proteins (e.g., dead flesh), and what our relationship with our 
meat supply is more generally. 

c.  Summarize, evaluate, connect, extend. 
d. Reorganize text according to conflicting viewpoints, contradictions, theses—all 

points for potential analysis. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Title of Essay 

 by 

Your Name 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Here 
 

New York City College of Technology, CUNY 
Prof. Patrick Corbett 
English 1101-LC53 

 
 

Your Name Here 2019 



Your Name-Descriptive Word- 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start your essay here. 
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REVISING THE WRITING PROCESS 

Day #9 – Thursday – 2/28/2019 
 
 
Objectives 
 

• Introduce students to the personal essay assignment. 
o Short invention exercise. 
o Give an example. 

• Show students how an informal analysis is part of a realistic writing process. 
 
Activity Schedule 
 

1. Take role and general questions (5) 
2. Free write – “Who am I based on my personal survey?”  (10/10) 
3. Project I Introduction (10) 
4. Revised writing process (15) 
5. Example essay review (10) 
6. Example essay discussion – “How to get from questions to an essay?” (15) 

 
Upcoming 
 

• Peer Tutor Workshop in Namm 229 at 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. today (free food/extra 
credit). 

• No more writing assignments through the midterm. Next one will be in 3.5 weeks. 
• Two reading assignments to help with essay – one each week. 
• Project 1, Part 2 is due Friday, March 15th at 11:59 p.m. 
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DESIGNING A BASIC ANALYSIS 

REVISING THE WRITING PROCESS 

Day #9 – Thursday – 2/28/2019 
 
 
 
Notes 
 

• The analysis process we designed for Consider the Lobster (Read—Take Notes—
Reflect—Expand Notes) is just an expansion of reflection in writing process. 

 
• The writing process is just an aspect of the larger failure-dependent creative process 

of Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi. 
 

• In your personal essay, you can summarize, evaluate, connect, and extend. 
 

• You can focus on one question that sparks your imagination (e.g. what is the 
stupidest thing you’ve ever done), one category of questions (e.g., what is holding 
you back in your life right now), or wherever your personal gap exists that you wish to 
write into and explore. 

 
• Note that what we are doing here in the first part of the class is “encouraging” you to 

expand your writing process and treat it more flexibly so that you can generate the 
necessary content to work with have a range of processes to apply to it, and the 
confidence to work with it until it is what it needs to be.  
 

•  
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REVISING THE WRITING PROCESS 

Day #10 – Tuesday – 3/5/2019 
 
 
Objectives 
 

• Assist students with personal essay invention exercises. 
o Short invention exercise. 
o Give an example. 

• Discuss audience as a concept. 
 
Activity Schedule 
 

1. Take role and general questions (5) 
2. Free write – “Who am I based on my personal survey?”  (10/10) 
3. Project I Introduction (10) 
4. Revised writing process (15) 
5. Example essay review (10) 
6. Example essay discussion – “How to get from questions to an essay?” (15) 

 
Upcoming 
 

• Peer Tutor Workshop in Namm 229 at 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. today (free food/extra 
credit). 

• No more writing assignments through the midterm. Next one will be in 3.5 weeks. 
• Two reading assignments to help with essay – one each week. 
• Project 1, Part 2 is due Friday, March 15th at 11:59 p.m. 
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DESIGNING A BASIC ANALYSIS 

REVISING THE WRITING PROCESS 

Day #9 – Thursday – 2/28/2019 
 
 
 
Notes 
 

• The analysis process we designed for Consider the Lobster (Read—Take Notes—
Reflect—Expand Notes) is just an expansion of reflection in writing process. 

 
• The writing process is just an aspect of the larger failure-dependent creative process 

of Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi. 
 

• In your personal essay, you can summarize, evaluate, connect, and extend. 
 

• You can focus on one question that sparks your imagination (e.g. what is the 
stupidest thing you’ve ever done), one category of questions (e.g., what is holding 
you back in your life right now), or wherever your personal gap exists that you wish to 
write into and explore. 

 
• Note that what we are doing here in the first part of the class is “encouraging” you to 

expand your writing process and treat it more flexibly so that you can generate the 
necessary content to work with have a range of processes to apply to it, and the 
confidence to work with it until it is what it needs to be.  
 

•  
 

 



Story Corps Questions 
 

• What are the most important lessons you’ve learned in life? Who or 
what taught those lessons to you? 

 

• Are there any funny stories your family tells about you that come to 
mind? 

 

• If you could interview anyone from your life living or dead, but not a 
celebrity, who would it be and why? 

 

• How would you describe a perfect day when you were young? 

 

• What was the most profound spiritual moment of your life? 

 

• What are you proudest of? 

 

• How has your life been different than what you’d imagined? 

 

• What does your future hold? 

 

• Do you have any last advice for me 
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