0K, HERE YOU 60, YOUR BED IS READY. OUR HOUSE IS YOUR

HOUSE. THE KIDS CAN SLEEP IN MARTI’S ROOM, YOU TWO, FOLLOW ME.
OH, THANK YOU TATI!
_ p SEDD)
W ~ C@ >
U
‘ ; 4 Xé

N\

[ DING DonG

WHO COULD
THAT BE AT
THIS HOUR ?

W
sl

EVERVYTHING'S DESTROVED, C’MON BOYS, I'LL FIX YOU

AT MY HOUSE, WE
SOME HOT CHOCOLATE .

HAD ALL THE STAR
WARS STUFF.

NO, I'M ALL GROWN

UP. | HAVE BOOKS,
HeY, IMT'LL BE OK,

IF YOU WANT, | CAN
CALM DOWN...

READ YOU A STORY.

LOOK AT THIS!
THAT'S ALL |
COULD SAVE

2%
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FIRST WE WENT TO MY MOTHER'S HOUSE. WE KEPT THEY DID HAVE A REALLY NICE

’ HOUSE . WE SPENT OUR VACATION
RINGING THE DOORBELL, BUT SHE'S DEAF. I'M SORRY. THERE A FEW YEARS EARLIER . 0K, NOW IT’S TIME TO GO

TO BED. GOODNIGHT, KIDS.
NO, YOU DID THE THAT HOUSE COST A THE MARBLE ALONE COST
RIGHT THING COMING MILLION. A MILLION OP ME. 100,000.
E. IN SMOKE! CAN YOU
IMAGINE THAT ?
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1
MALI AND HER FAMILY SPENT A WEEK WITH VS, THAT'S

/,
TART OVER AGAIN. MALI'S M
?{APPV AT OUR PLACE. THEN, ONE DAY, NI

O0THER WAS BITTER AND HA

€ WENT TO THE

ELRY AND
NG IT TOOK TO SELL THE TEW
;?)WTBODSAL WITH (AND DEAF). BUT THEY WERE

SUPER MARKET.

1]
GOD, WHAT
BRATS!
“Eg

fy

1\9

HEY, THEY
stilL Have
KIDNEY
BEANS, WE
CAN MAKE
CHIL
TONIGHT.

HAHAHA!

&

HAHA!

" HA WA HA!

HAHAHAHA! \ .

0U'RE

THE REFUGEES HAVE DES- ki

2(6N?~CX§ED ON TEHRAN, YOU CAN'T RIGHT THERE,
GET ANYTHING TO EAT ANYMORE.

o
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EVERYTHING.

THEY TAKE  |_[MY NEIGHBOR EVEN SAD Ste Hearp
THAT THEIR WOMEN ARE PROSTITUTING
THEMSELVES . NO DIGNITY AT ALL!

SOON, IT WON'T JUST BE F
wiTH ALL THOSE SLUTS QUT

THERE, WE'RE GOING TO HAVE
TO WATCH OUR HUSBANDS .

ANYWAY, AS EVERYONE.
KNOWS : “SOUTHERN
WOMEN ARE ALL WHORES .”

IT'S TERRIBLE, WHAT
YOU'RE SAYING !

TO HAVE THE
IRAQIS ATTACK,
AND TO LOSE
IN AN INSTANT,
EVERYTHING
YOU HAD BUILT
QVER A
LIFETIME,
THAT'S

ONE THING...
BUT TO BE
SPAT UPON

8Y YOUR OWN
KIND, IT IS
INTOLER ABLE !

| FELT S0 ASHAMED FOR
MVYSELF..,




L. THEKEY

THE IRAQI ARMY HAD CONQUERED THE CITY OF KHORRAMSHAHR., THEIR ARMS WERE MODERN, BUT WHERE
IRAQ HAD QUALITY, WE HAD QUANTITY. COMPARED TO IRAQ, IRAN HAD A HUGE RESERVOIR OFl POTENTIAL
SOLDIERS, THE NUMBER OF WAR MARTYRS EMPHASIZED THAT DIFFERENCE, !

CAN YOU HeLP
ME STYLE MY

HOW CAN | NOT SEE ? THEY'RE
DOING ALL THEY CAN TO SHOW
HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE DIED.
THE STREETS ARE PACKED
WITH NUPTIAL CHAMBERS.

ACCORDING TO SKITE TRADI-
TION, WHEN AN UNMARR ED
MAN DIES, A NUPTIAL
CHAMBER 1S BUILT FOR HIM.

| AGREED WITH MY MOTHER. | T0OO TRIED TO THINK ONLY OF LIFE. HOWEVER, IT WASN'T ALWAYS EASY:
AT SCHOOL, THEY LINED US UP TWICE A DAY TO MOURN THE WAR DEAD, TH
AND WE HAD TO BEAT OUR BREASTS.

€y PUT ON FUNERAL MARCHES,

THAT WAY, THE DEAD MAN
CAN SYMBOLICALLY ATTAIN
CARNAL KNOWLEDGE .

IT WAS 0BVIOUS THAT
MANY OF THE FIGHTERS |
DIED VIRGINS,

MOM, DON'T ALL THESE DEAD

MEAN ANYTHING TO YOU? OUR COUNTRY HAS

ALWAYS KNOWN
WAR AND
MARTYRS. S0, LIKE
MY FATHER SAID:
“WHEN A BIG WAVE
COMES, LOWER
YOUR HEAD AND
LET IT PASS!”

OF COURSE
THEY MEAN
SOMETHING
TO ME!
BUT WE
ARE STILL
LIVING!

[ THAT'S Very PERSIAN. THE
PHILOSOPHY OF RESIGNATION.




| REMEMBER MY INITIATION, IT WAS THE FIRST
DAY OF CLASS AFTER SUMMER VACATION.

THEN THE LOUDSPEAKERS STARTED TO SING.

WELCOME, GIRLS OF IRAN. THE
WAR HAZ TAKEN THE FLOWER
OF OUR NATION'S YOUTH!

S ~

BABABABABAS
1) HEY TROOPS OF ...
BE J READY,

BE READY

SEEN IT BEFORE.

IT WASN'T AS BAD AS ONE MIGHT THINK, WE'D

HITTING YOURSELF IS ONE OF
THE COUNTRY'S RITUALS. DURING
CERTAIN RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES,
SOME PEOPLE FLAGELLATED
THEMSELVES BRUTALLY.

IT COULD GO VERY FAR.

SOMETIMES IT WAS CONSIDERED

A MACHO THING.

AFTER A LITTLE WHILE, NO ONE
TOOK THE TORTURE SESSIONS
SERIOUSLY ANYMORE, AS FOR
ME, | IMMEDIATELY STARTED
MAKING FUN OF THEM.,

THE MARTYRS!
THE MARTYRS!

SATRAPI! WHAT ARE YOU
DOING ON THE GROUND?

I'M SUFFERING,
‘T You SEE?

EVERY SITUATION OFFERED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
LAUGHS: LIKE WHEN WE HAD TO KNIT WINTER
HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS...

+.0R WHEN WE HAD TO DECORATE THE CLASSROOM
FOR THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE REVOLUTION...

STOP THAT! OR I'tL CALL
THE PRINCIPALY

)
J)

@lo)

é\

WHAT ARE
THESE

YOU'RE AS WORTHLESS AS
YOUR DECORATIONS! YOU'RE
WORTHLESS!! YOU HEAR
ME?! WORTHLESS ..,

WHO SAID THAT ? WHO WAS
IT? DOES SHE HAVE THE
COURAGE TO STAND UP? IF
NOT, YOU'LL ALL BE PUNISHED!
WELL? WHO WAS IT 2?7112




| THINK THAT THE REASON WE WERE S0 REBELLIOUS WAS THAT DUR GENERATION HAD KNOWN SECULAR GIRLS HAD TO MAKE WINTER
SCHOOLS, 0BVIOUSLY, THEY CALLED OUR PARENTS IN. ! HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS, BUT
| Bg\CIS HEAD TO PREPARE TO
BECOME SOLDIERS.

NS—

SO, TELL ME,
WHAT'S WRONG?

N0, MY CHILD,
"M NOT OK.

YOUR CHILDREN HAVE NO
RESPECT FOR ANYTHING.
NO SELF-CONTROL! THE
BASIS OF EDUCATION COMES
FROM THE FAMILY!

| Hl MRS. NASRINE .
i ; YOU DON'T LOOK

" !WELL—B&HAVED? S0 THeY CAN
STOP RIGHT THERE. YOU'RE LISTEN, WE'RE AT WAR, A LOT HIT THEMSELVES TWICE A DAY?? THEY GAVE THIS TO MY SON
SAYING THAT WE DON'T OF CHILDREN DON"T EVEN HAVE ' AT SCHOOL. THEY TOLD THE
KNOW HOW TO EDUCATE SCHOOL THESE DAYS, YOURS BOYS THAT IF THEY WENT IT’S OK, CRY, LET
OUR. CHILDREN? HAVE A RARE OPPORTUNITY. TO WAR. AND WERE LUCKY YOURSELF GO.
S0 YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE
THEVY'RE WELL-BEHAVED !

ENOUGH TO DIE, THIS KEY WOULD
GET THEM INTO HEAVEN.

I'LL MaKEe
SOME TEA.

LIKE THE KIDS
THEY ARE 77

ANYWAY, THAT'S HOW "AND MAKE SURE THEY WEAR IF HAIR IS AS I'VE SUFFERED SO MUCH. | RAISED MY FIVI

IT 15! EITHER THEY 0BEY THEIR VEILS CORRECTLY... STIMULATING WITH THE WATER OF MY TEARS, NOW Tie'(\'/bsvam'
45 YOU SaY, €

THEN YOU NEED

ALL MY LIFE, I'VE BEEN FAITHFUL
TO THE RELIGION, IF IT'S COME
TO THIS... WELL, | CAN'T BELIEVE
IN ANYTHING ANYMORE ...

THE LAW, OR THEY'RE
EXPELLEDY

TO TRADE THIS KEY FOR MY OLDEST SON...

TO SHAVE YOUR
MUSTACHE !

I ROy
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N
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MY FATHER ACTUALLY SAID THAT.

AND THE CHILD,
WHAT DOES HE SAY? l l




SHAHAB WAS ANOTHER COUSIN,
HE HADN'T BEEN LUCKY: THE wal
STARTED JUST AS HE BEGAN HIS
MILITARY SERVICE. THEY SENT

HIM TO THE FRONT RIGHT AwAY.

VEAH. WELL, HE'S

BRING HIM
FOURTEEN YEARS 4 ’

THEY TOLD HIM THAT IN PARA-
DISE THERE WILL BE PLENTY

OF FOOD, WOMEN AND HOUSES
MADE OF GOLD AND DIAMONDS,

OF MY COUSIN PEYMAN. TO APARTY. CAN | GO ?

ON THE WAY, | THOUGHT | MOM, PEYMAN INVITED ME
HE WAS ALSO FOURTEEN.

COME IN.
LL MAKE

IT’S AWFUL. EVERY DAY | SEE BUSES FULL OF

| WAS JUST TALKING TO
KIDS ARRIVING.

MY MAID. SHE SAID THEY'RE
RECRUITING CHILDREN FOR
THE FRONT. REALLY I'?

WHEN | GOT BACK FROM SCHOOL...

LISTEN, CHILD, THOSE ARE JUST
MADE-UP STORIES! WHAT
HELL? WHAT PARADISE?

THINK ABOUT WHEN YOU'RE
GROWN UP. YOU WILL GO TO
COLLEGE. YOU'LL BECOME SOMEBODY.

C I'LL MARRY HER! '

IT’S NO
BIG DEAL!

THEY COME FROM THE POOR. AREAS, YOU IT'S NUTS ! THEY HYPNOTIZE THEM AND JUST T
CAN TELL..FIRST THEY CONVINCE THEM THEM INTO BATTLE. ABSOLUTE CARNAGE,
THAT THE AFTERLIFE IS EVEN BETTER
THAN DISNEYLAND, THEN THEY PUT THEM
IN A TRANCE WITH ALL THEIR SONGS ...

TELL ME, AT SCHOOL, DID
THEY GIVE YOU THE KEYS
TO PARADISE?

HEY! PEVYMAN?...WHAT?...
NEXT WEEK YOU'RE
HAVING A PARTY P..l'LL
ASK MY MOM,




THE KEY TO PARADISE WAS FOR POOR PEOPLE. THOUSANDS OF YOUNG KIDS, PROMISED A BETTER LIFE,
EXPLODED ON THE MINEFIELDS WITH THEIR KEYS AROUND THEIR NECKS.

\. ¥

MRS, NASRINE’S SON MANAGED TO AVOID THAT FATE, BUT LOTS OF OTHER KIDS FROM HIS NEIGHBORHOOD DIDN'T

MEANWHILE, | GOT TO GO TO MY FIRST PARTY. NOT ONLY DID MY MOM LET ME G0, SHE ALSD
KNITTED Mé A SWEATER FULL OF HOLES AND MADE ME A NECKLACE WITH CHAINS AND NAILS. PUNK
ROCK WAS IN, ¥

| WAS LOOKING SHARP,

S U ——

AFTER THE BORDER TOWNS, TEHRAN
BECAME THE BOMBERS' MAIN TARGET,
TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER PEOPLE IN GUR
BUILDING, WE TURNED THE BASEMENT INTO
A SHELTER, EVERY TIME THE SIREN RANG
OUT, EVERYONE WOULD RUN DOWNSTAIRS..

THE WINE

PUT YOUR CIGARETTE OUT. THEY SAY THAT THE GLOW OF
A CIGARETTE IS THE EASIEST THING TO SEE FROM THE SKY.



AND ONCE IT WAS OVER..,

NO ONE’S
ANSWERING!

OH THOSE POOR PEOPLE!
LUCKY NOTHING
_HAPPENED TO YOU!

HE WANTS TO TALK TO YOU'!

AFTER THE BOMBS AND THE INSTINCTIVE FEAR OF DEATH, YOU'D
THINK OF THE VICTIMS AND ANOTHER KIND OF ANXIETY SEIZED YOU.

IT WASN'T TUST THE BASEMENTS, THE INTERIORS OF HOMES ALSO
CHANGED, BUT IT WASN'T ONLY BECAUSE OF THE IRAQI PLANES.

MOM, WHAT'RE YOU DOING? ,

THE MASKING TAPE IS TO PROTECT
AGAINST FLYING GLASS DURING A

BOMBING AND THE BLACK CURTAINS ARE
TO PROTECT US FROM OUR NEIGHBORS.

ACROSS THE STREET. THEY'RE
TOTALLY DEVOTED TO THE NEW
REGIME. A GUMPSE OF WHAT GOES
ON IN OUR. HOUSE \WOULD BE ENOUGH
FOR THEM TO DENOUNCE US!

X
N | KN

AN

[THE 0THER NiGHT, TW0 GUARDIANS
OF THE REVOLUTION PATROLS PAID TH
A NISIT,

TINOOSH, YEAH,
WHAT ABOUT HIM?

EM SOMEONE TOLD US
YOU WERE PLANNING
A PARTY. YOU KNOW
THAT IT’S STRICTLY
FORBIDDEN!

. THEY FOUND RECORDS AND VIDEO-
CASSETTES AT THEIR PLACE. A DECK
OF CARDS, A CHESS SET. IN OTHER
WORDS, EVERYTHING THAT’S BANNED.

GET YOUR ASS
IN THE CAR, MOVE! I

«..[T EARNED HIM SEVENTY-
FIVE LASHES .

(Hlé WIFE CRIED SO MUCH w
THAT THEY FINALLY LET

HER. OFF WITH A HEFTY
FINE. BUT HE CAN'T WALK
ANYMORE...NOW YOU SEE
WHY I'M PUTTING UP

THE CURTAINS. WITH

THE PARTIES WE HAVE

ON THURSDAYS AND THE
CARD GAMES ON MONDAYS,

LWE HAVE TO BE CAREFUL.




w&ND MY AUNT DID TOO.

SUDDEALY, SIRENS STARTED TO WAIL..,

IN SPITE OF ALL THE DANGERS, THE PARTIES WENT ON, "WITHOUT THEM IT WOULDN'T BE

PSYCHOLOGICALLY BEARABLE,” SOME SAID. “WITHOUT PARTIES, WE MIGHT AS WELL TJUST BURY DURSELVES {

NOW,"” ADDED THE OTHERS. MY UNCLE INVITED US TO HIS HOUSE TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF MY COUSIN. }
1

EVERVYONE WAS THERE. EVEN GRANDMA WAS DANCING.

M IT'S ALRIGHT, STAY CALM!

&
£

| FOUND MYSELF WITH THE NEWBORN BABY WE
HAD BEEN CELEBRATING IN MY ARMS,

DAMN
POWER OUTAGE'!

DON’T WORRY ABOUT IT!
Ll GO GET THE ZARB.

BE CAREFUL
WHRERE You

STeEpP!! A Z6RB 15 A KIND OF DRUM. MY FATHER
PLAYED IT VERY WELL. LIKE A PRO

WE HAD EVERYTHING. WELL,
EVERYTHING THAT WAS FORBIDDEN .
EVEN ALCOHOL, GALLONS OF IT.

(23
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MY UNCLE WAS THE VINTNER.
HE HAD BUILT A GENUINE WINE-
MAKING LAB IN HIS BASEMENT,

MRS, NASRINE, WHO WAS ALSO
HIS CLEANING LADY, CRUSHED
THE GRAPES.,

GOD
FORGIVE ME!

GOD
FORGIVE ME!

SINCE THAT DAY, I'VE HAD DOUBT S ABOUT THE
S0-CALLED “MATERNAL INSTINCT ./




AFTER THE ALERT, WE WENT HOME .

SHE'S COMPLETELY NUTS! DID YOU
SEE HOW SHE DROPPED THE BABY?
THAT WAS PRETTY INCREDIBLE !

ID, REGISTRATION AND
DRIVER’S LICENSE .

YOU THINK I'M STOPID 711!
| CAN TELL BY YOUR TIE! PIECE
OF WESTERNIZED TRASH!

YOU DARE TO TALK
TO ME LIKE THAT?

R —

FORGIVE HIM. LISTEN, | COULD
BE YOUR MOTHER . HOW OLD

ARE YOU? SIXTEEN ?..,

MY DAUGHTER IS TWELVE...

FORGIVE HIM.,..

\VIVOC:)’ e "F%‘ék%ggm": (}#4'2&- YOU SAY YOU HAVEN'T BEEN
WISE YOU'D ALREADY BE'IN HELL! DRINKING, WE'RE GOING TO
. SEE WHAT YOU HAVE AT HOM(

DOWN THE TOILET,

HOME, GET OUT FIRST, ILL TRY TO

GRANDMA! MARTI! WHEN WE'RE
STALL HIM. FLUSH ALL THE ALCOHOL

DON'T WORRY
DEAR. I'M USED
TO IT. WHEN YOUR
FATHER WAS ALIVE,
| WAS ALWAYS
HIDING HiS TRACTS.

THEY FOLLOWED US ALL THE WAY HOME .

MUST YOU REALLY
COME UPSTAIRS?
OUR ELDERY NEIGHBOR.

HAS A HEART CONDITION.

IF HE'S FRIGHTENED
BY THE NOISE, IT COULD
KILL HIM,

WHERE DO
YOU TWO
THINK YOU'RE
GOING ?




| HAVE DIABETES, MY BOY.
IF 1 DON'T DRINK A LITTLE SYRUP,
I'M GOING TO FAINT, J

DIABETES, TUST LIKE MY MOTHER !

S0 YOU UNDERSTAND
IT’S URGENT !

HURRY UP! | DON'T KNOW
HOW MUCH LONGER YOUR
FATHER CAN STALL THEM!

AND THE FINAL TOUCH.

cLICK!

WHERE INDEED! THEIR FAITH
HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH
IDEOLOGY! A FEW BILLS
WERE ALL HE NEEDED
TO FORGET THE

~
/
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A YEAR AFTER MY UNCLE DIED, THE BORDERS WERE RECPENED.
MY PARENTS RAN TO GET PASSPORTS.

MY GOD. JUST LOOK
AT ME IN THIS

PICTURE, WITH THE
SCARF ON MY HEAD.

LOOK AT THE LAST PAGE: “IT 1S
STRICTLY FORBIDDEN TO TRAVEL
IN OCCUPIED PALESTINE WITH THIS
DOCUMENT #

SHE SURE DIDN'T LOOK VERY
HAPPY. IN FACT, SHE WAS
UNRECOGNIZABLE .

PASSPORT, WE'LL GO TIME TOGETHER, JUST THE

AS SOON AS | GET MY WE WANT TO SPEND SOME
ON A BiG TRIP! TWO OF US, FOR ‘A FEW DAYS.

BAH... TURKEY'S FOR
THE BIRDS. ONLY
UNCOOL PEOPLE GO
TO TURKEY. IF
YOU'RE TAKING A
TRIP, WHY NOT G0
TO EUROPE OR THE
UNITED STATES?\..

BACK SOME PRESENTS, JUST ASK. POSTER, NO, T\WO POSTERS, ONE OF
KIM WILDE AND ONE OF IRON MAIDEN,

fIF YOU WANT U5 T0 BRING YOU I [A DENIM JACKET, CHOCOLATE, A

ROM TURKEY ? SHISH-KEBABS P

WHAT CAN YOU BRING ME BACK
Fl IRON MAIDEN? THOSE
FOUR BRUTES?

LISTEN MARJI, WHERE
DO YOU THINK ALL THE
HIP STUFF YOU LIKE
COMES FROM 7

DURING THE WAR, THERE WERE
NO IMPORTS FROM THE WEST.

THEY'RE NOT BRUTES.
| REALLY UIKE WHAT THEY DO.

Wil

FIRST THING AFTER THEY GOT TO ISTANBUL, THEY WENT TO BUY THE POSTERS.

ABSOLUTELY!
IT’S S0 HARD
FOR KIDS IN

I'M GLAD
WE FOUND

a}";‘; IRAN. THE POOR
b, THINGS.

WANTED!

TELL ME THE
TRUTH, YOU
REALLY LIKE.
IRON MAIDEN ?

I'VE BEEN
WONDER IN¢

| WONDER. HOW
WE'RE GOING

AS SOON AS THEY WERE IN THE
HOTEL, THEY SET TO FINDING A WaY.

WE COULD FOLD THEM AND HIDE THEM
IN THE LINING OF THE SUITCASE!

FOLD THEM? THAT WILL LEAVE
MARKS, SHE/LL BE DISAPPOINTED.

NDE|
SRMS

WE COULD JUST CARRY

& QUR
? COME ON!

)

AND THEN MY MOTHER HAD &
GREAT IDEA...




YOU'RE SURE
1 LOOK NORMAL ?

4,
ARRIVING AT TEHRAN'S (PLAce Your BAGS ON THE TABLE ) S0, WHAT HAVE YOU GOT WITH
1 YOU? ALCOHOL ? PLAVYING CARDS ?
MusIc? FlLM? CHESS SET?
MAGAZINES ?...

MEHRABAD AIRPORT...

({/I WALKING LIKE FRANKENSTEIN, ’

YOU TUST LOOK LIKE
YOU'RE WEARING
SHOULDER. PADS.

IT’S STYUSH.

5 HEY, WHAT ARE YOU ooma?’
! NOTHING. JUST
@ PERSONAL

AFFAIRS.

YOU REALIZE THAT IF | FIND

VYOU'RE SURE YOU'VE GOT
ANYTHING ILLEGAL, I'LL...

| NOTHING ILLEGAL ?

SIR, PLEASE
DO WE REALLY
LOOK LIKE

SMUGGLERS?

THEN, SHE PLACED THE TWO POSTERS
BEHIND IT...

«AND THEN SEWED IT BACK IN.

e ——— e e



BACK HOME | PUT MY POSTERS UP IN MY ROOM.

WOoW!
MICHAEL JACKSON!

< AND MY DENIM TACKET WITH THE MICHAEL
WHAT ABOUT MY POSTERS? | WANTED POSTERS,

: JACKSON BUTTON, AND OF COURSE, MY HEADSCARF.
NOT PHOTOS!

EBI! BRING
YOUR COAT!

THANK YOU MOM' S0, HOW (SO WHAT DO YOU THINK ? ]
WAS TURKEY ? 9

] P 3 !
| LOVED TURKEY . TS ‘

THANK YOUR
MOTHER. IT WAS
HER IDEA.

AVENUE.

BE BACK
IN AN
HOUR !

I'LL BE
BACK IN
TWO

HOURS .

aV 9,

FOR AN IRANIAN MOTHER, MY

MOM WAS VERY PERMISSIVE,
I ONLY KNEW TWO OR THREE |
OTHER GIRLS WHO COULD GO
OUT ALONE AT THIRTEEN.




FOR A YEAR NOW, THE FOOD SHORTAGE HAD BEEN RESOLVED BY THE GROWTH OF THE BLACK MARKET.
HOWEEVEK, FINDlNé TAPES WAS A LITTLE MORE COMPLICATED. ON GANDHI AVENUE YOU COULD FIND THEM
SOMETIMES .,

JULIO IGLESIAS,

ABBA, BEE GEES , YAZOD , |
ESTEVIE VONDER >
\—V—__-—‘ 4 5

 JIKAEL MACKSON

N ¢

PINK VIDEOS, MUSIC,
CARDS, LIPSTICK,
Nal
POLISH,

CHESS

THEIR JOB WAS TO PUT US BACK
ON THE STRAIGHT AND NARROW
BY EXPLAINING THE DUTIES OF

MUSLIM WOMEN .

=
THESE 4RE

[SNEAKERS!

‘NNDREVU)WEAKIMTFDSE’W’%S?’

PUNK

SHOES?

SHUT LP!
THEY'RE PUNK.

IT WAS 0BVIOUS THAT SHE HAD
NO IDEA WHAT PUNK WAS.

THERE WAS NO ALTERNATIVE,
| HAD TO LIE.

| WEAR THESE
BECAUSE | PLAY
BASKETBALL.

AND YOU WEAR THIS JACKET
FOR BASKETBALL T00 77

WHAT DO | SEE HERE?
MICHAEL JACKSON! THAT
SYMBOL OF DECADENCE ?

NO, IT"S MALCOLM X, THE LEADER
OF BLACK MUSLIMS IN AMERICA .

DON'T GIVE ME THAT!
TS MICHAEL JACKSON!

BACK THEN, MICHAEL JACKSON
WaAS STILL BLACK.,

THEY WERE QUARDIANS OF THE REVOLUTION, THE

WOMEN'S BRANCH. THIS GROUP HAD BEEN ADDED IN

1982, TO ARREST WOMEN WHO WERE IMPROPERLY
VEILED. (LIKE ME, FOR EXAMPLE.)

AREN'T YOU ASHAMED TO WEAR
TIGHT JEANS LIKE THESE??

‘THE‘/ SHRANK !t ,

GO ON, GET IN THE CAR.
WE'RE TAKING YOU DOWN
TO THE COMMITTEE.

THE COMMITTEE WAS THE HQ OF
THE GUARDIANS OF THE REVOLUTION.

133




AT THE COMMITTEE, THEY DIDN'T HAVE TO INFORM MY
PARENTS. THEY COULD DETAIN ME FOR HOURS, OR
FOR DAYS. | COULD BE WHIPPED. IN SHORT, ANYTHING

COULD HAPPEN TO ME. IT WAS TIME FOR ACTION,

(I’M SORRY MA’AM! I'LL NEVER DO IT AGAIN ...

e

MA’AM, MY MOTHER'S
DEAD. MY STEPMOTHER
1S REALLY CRUEL AND IF
1 DON'T GO HOME RIGHT
AWAY, SHE'LL KILL ME...

SHE’LL BURN ME WITH
THE CLOTHES IRON!

SHE LL MAKE MY
FATHER PUT ME
IN AN ORPHANAGE

MAYBE SHE BELIEVED ME, MAYBE SHE JUST
PRETENDED TO. BUT, MIRACULOUSLY, SHE LET ME 60.

BACK HOME... l

MARII! WHAT HAPPENED?
HAVE YOU BEEN CRYING?

FIND MY TAPES.

| GOT OFF PRETTY EASY,
CONSIDERING . THE GUARDIANS
OF THE REVOLUTION DIDN'T

) WE'RE THE KIDS IN
AMERICA \WHOAOD J)

NO MOM. I'M JUST
TIRED, I'M GOING TO
MY ROOM.

THERE WAS NO WAY | COULD TEWL
THE TRUTH. SHE NEVER WOULD
HAVE LET ME GO OUT ALONE AGAIN,

4ipirrs

T0 EACH HIS OWN WAY 0F CALMING DOWN.I




