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Oral Presentation Assignment 
 
Deliver in-class: May 12th 
Length: 5 Minutes 
Grade Weight: 3% 
 
Present the argument that you made for your final paper to the class. Be sure to explain your 
issue immediately and thoroughly, as the time you have is minimal.  
 
To help your listeners stay focused on your presentation, use transitional words, speak clearly, 
and make eye contact. Don’t rely completely on a prepared speech (notes are acceptable—the 
whole presentation does not need to be memorized—but your grade will suffer if you merely 
read and don’t ever look up). Instead, practice your presentation aloud several times before class 
to be sure that it is smooth and well-timed.  
 
Here are some pointers to keep in mind: 

1. Focus on what you are saying. Your content—your ideas and your belief in your 
ideas—is far more important than your delivery of that content. Confidence comes 
from competence, from your command of your material. Showcase your expertise! 

2. Project your voice. Speak loudly enough, slowly enough, clearly enough, and with 
enough modulation in your voice to be heard and understood without difficulty by 
everyone in the room. 

3. Involve members of your audience in your presentation. Engage them with eye contact.  
4. Adopt a purposeful stance and use natural, meaningful gestures as you speak. 
 

You can select some of the following questions to help you generate ideas for your presentation 
but do not simply answer them in order. Your presentation should have a logical flow, just as 
your paper will. 

1. What did you argue? 
2. What supporting reasons did you use to support your main claim? 
3. What assumptions allowed you to arrive at those reasons? 
4. What was some of the strongest evidence you found to support your argument? 
5. Who was your opposition? How did you account for the counterevidence? 
6. What did you think about your topic before the research process began? How did your 

research shape the way you think about your topic? Did your research cause you to 
change your mind? 

 
Lastly, make sure to organize your presentation. Chances are that your material will evolve in a 
progression that resembles your essay. Here is one potential way to think of it: 

I.    State Point of View: provide direct statement of position on the topic at hand. 
II.  State Reasons Why: provide broad reasons why you hold this point of view. 
III. Present Evidence and Examples: provide data to support the stated point of view and 

reasons. Discredit counter evidence. 
IV. Restate Point of View: drive the argument home. 
 

And finally, be advised that you will need to be an active listener as well. You must listen 
attentively, and be prepared to answer question(s) about each presentation. 


