
A Commons for Open Learning: 
Voices from City Tech’s OpenLab

OpenLab Co-Directors: Jill Belli, Charlie Edwards, M. Genevieve Hitchings, Jody R. 
Rosen, Jenna Spevack

OpenLab Digital Pedagogy Fellows: Claire Cahen, Jesse Rice-Evans

Panelists: Kim Cardascia, Cailean Cooney, Karen Goodlad, Anna Matthews, Sarah 
Paruolo, Jonas Reitz, Jennifer Sears

CUNY CUE Conference, May 10, 2019



The OpenLab Team
 OpenLab Co-Directors: Jill Belli, Charlie Edwards, 
 M. Genevieve Hitchings, Jody R. Rosen, Jenna Spevack

 Senior Instructional Technologist: Bree Zuckerman

 Digital Pedagogy Fellows: Claire Cahen, Jesse Rice-Evans

 Developers: Boone Gorges, early-adopter

 System Administrator: André Pitanga



About the OpenLab
City Tech’s open platform for teaching, learning, and collaboration



Why OPEN? Why LAB?
 OPEN: Unlike closed online teaching systems, the OpenLab 
allows members across the college to share their work with 
one another and the world outside City Tech

 LAB: Like a lab, it provides a space where students, faculty, 
and staff can work together, experiment, and innovate

 GOALS: Support teaching and learning, enable connection 
and collaboration, and strengthen the intellectual and 
social life of the college community

 



Open Source, Open Collaboration
o WordPress is an open source publishing platform 

that powers >30% of the internet and has an 
active community of skilled developers from all 
over the world.

o BuddyPress, a WordPress plugin, adds the 
community networking capabilities that are an 
essential component of the OpenLab.



Retrospective
28,000 Members and Counting



Voices from City Tech’s OpenLab

o Karen Goodlad, Hospitality Management, Living Lab

o Anna Matthews, Dental Hygiene, Living Lab – L4

o Jennifer Sears, English, First Year Learning Communities

o Sarah Paruolo, English, Peer Mentors Program

o Jonas Reitz, Math, Opening Gateways

o Kim Cardascia, Office of the Provost

o Cailean Cooney, Library, OER

o Charlie Edwards, CBOX OpenLab Associate Director



Living Lab
General Education Seminar



L4: Living Lab Learning Library
A virtual resource exchange of teaching practices

o A virtual resource exchange of 
teaching practices

o Open to colleagues within and 
outside City Tech

o No membership required to view 
or post

o Activities are posted using a 
template form

o openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/l4 



First Year Learning Communities on the OpenLab
Faculty and Students Explore Interdisciplinary Themes



First Year Programs: Peer Mentors
Using the OpenLab to Connect Peer Mentors with First Year Students



Opening Gateways: WeBWorK on the OpenLab
openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/ol-webwork/



Office of the Provost
A flexible home for Academic Affairs information



OERs on the OpenLab
Committing to an open platform for OER



Commons In A Box OpenLab - cbox.org
A commons for open learning, created in partnership with CUNY Grad Center’s Commons In A Box team



Commons In A Box OpenLab
Now anyone can create an OpenLab! And BMCC already have a pilot installation



Stay Up-to-Date with the OpenLab
The OpenLab’s Open Road and Open Pedagogy sites



Thank you!
EMAIL: OPENLAB@CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU

URL: OPENLAB.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU

TWITTER: @CITYTECHOPENLAB


