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The	
  OpenLab	
  Encourages	
  Openness	
  and	
  Collabora;on	
  

The	
  design	
  of	
  the	
  pla=orm	
  encourages	
  
openness:	
  unlike	
  closed	
  educa;onal	
  
systems,	
  the	
  OpenLab	
  allows	
  members	
  
across	
  the	
  college	
  to	
  communicate	
  with	
  
one	
  another	
  and	
  the	
  world	
  outside	
  City	
  
Tech.	
  

Like	
  a	
  lab,	
  it	
  provides	
  a	
  space	
  where	
  the	
  
en;re	
  college	
  community	
  can	
  work	
  
together,	
  experiment,	
  and	
  innovate.	
  
Members	
  can	
  par;cipate	
  in	
  discussion	
  
forums,	
  edit	
  documents	
  together,	
  create	
  
profiles	
  and	
  por=olios,	
  share	
  mul;media	
  
content,	
  comment	
  on	
  one	
  another’s	
  
work,	
  send	
  messages,	
  and	
  make	
  
friendship	
  connec;ons.	
  



our	
  team	
  
living	
  lab	
  project	
  director:	
  Jonas	
  Reitz	
  

living	
  lab	
  project	
  co-­‐director:	
  Charlie	
  Edwards	
  

OpenLab	
  co-­‐directors:	
  Jill	
  Belli,	
  Genevieve	
  Hitchings,	
  	
  

Jody	
  Rosen,	
  Jenna	
  Spevack	
  

instruc;onal	
  technology	
  fellow:	
  Bree	
  Zuckerman	
  

community	
  facilitators:	
  ScoC	
  Henkle,	
  Andy	
  McKinney,	
  Tyler	
  Peckenpaugh,	
  
Destry	
  Sibley	
  

developers:	
  Boone	
  Gorges,	
  early-­‐adopter	
  

system	
  administrator:	
  André	
  Pitanga	
  

student	
  graphic	
  designers:	
  Faculty	
  Commons	
  Design	
  Team	
  

student	
  bloggers:	
  Jean	
  Luc	
  Antoine,	
  Amoni	
  Brown,	
  Shawn	
  Brumell,	
  Jessica	
  
Deng,	
  Konyca	
  Francis,	
  Amanda	
  Marmol,	
  Mandy	
  Mei,	
  Brianna	
  Vasquez	
  



Additional presenters 

Anna	
  MaChews	
  
Assistant	
  Professor	
  of	
  Dental	
  Hygiene,	
  L4	
  Director	
  

New	
  York	
  City	
  College	
  of	
  Technology	
  ,	
  CUNY	
  

Laura	
  Westengard	
  
Assistant	
  Professor	
  of	
  English,	
  L4	
  Director	
  	
  
New	
  York	
  City	
  College	
  of	
  Technology	
  ,	
  CUNY	
  

Cailean	
  Cooney	
  
Instructor,	
  User	
  Services	
  Librarian,	
  	
  

New	
  York	
  City	
  College	
  of	
  Technology,	
  CUNY	
  

Patrick	
  CorbeC	
  
Assistant	
  Professor	
  of	
  English,	
  	
  

New	
  York	
  City	
  College	
  of	
  Technology	
  ,	
  CUNY	
  



L4:	
  LIVING	
  LAB	
  LEARNING	
  LIBRARY	
  

•  A virtual resource 
exchange of teaching 
practices 

•  Open to colleagues 
within and outside 
City Tech 

•  https://
openlab.citytech.cuny.
edu/l4/ 





ACTIVITY	
  TEMPLATE	
  FORM	
  

•  Created to simplify 
submission 
process 

•  Online fillable  
•  For activities from 

homework 
assignments to 
semester-long 
projects 

•  SIMPLE and FAST 



hCp://cityte.ch/oer	
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Biology 1 Lab Manual by Prof. Jeremy Seto  
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HOW	
  FACULTY	
  USE	
  OPENLAB	
  

Blogging           Self-reflection & journaling 
 Research reporting 
 Formative feedback & assessment 
 Initiating topic discussions 

ePortfolio   Document & track student progress 
    Provide control of content to students 

Advising   Encourage student self-advising 
    Making materials available to future 
    students 



BUT	
  WAIT!	
  	
  	
  
THERE’S	
  MORE!	
  

●  Integrate multiple sections of one course into a large 
discussion format. 

●  Integrate student online participation across a course 
sequence into one location. 

● Create informal discussions between students who are 
interning/studying abroad with future cohorts. 

● Share own projects and research with internal and 
external audiences. 

●  “Hack” functionality to integrate with other information 
applications and technologies. 

● Experiment with online content creation. 



NOTES	
  ON	
  FACULTY’S	
  
INVESTMENTS	
  IN	
  OPENLAB	
  

● All faculty interviewed or surveyed came to OpenLab 
through faculty development programming. 

● Most faculty are strongly engaged by the ideas of open 
pedagogy and community building.  

● All faculty preferred OpenLab to Blackboard as a 
pedagogical tool. 

● Technology-hesitant faculty saw OpenLab as a good 
investment of their time. 

● Faculty new to “hybrid” teaching used OpenLab to 
develop a multi-modal teaching practice. 



The Buzz: Student Bloggers on OpenLab 



Introducing	
  OpenLab	
  1.6	
  
The OpenLab has a new design, and is now much 

easier to use on mobile devices. 









OPENING	
  GATEWAYS:	
  
PARTNERS	
  IN	
  MATH	
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