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Call for Applicants to the OER Fellowship Program for Academic
Year 2026-27

The application period is now open and will close at 11:59 pm on Friday, May 15th.
We’'re offering two info sessions via zoom on Friday, April 17th and May 1st; both from 2-3 pm.

e April 17th Online Info Session - Register to join
e May 1st Online Info Session - Register to join

Overview

The Library seeks applicants for the 2026-27 Open Educational Resources (OER) Fellowship,
which brings together faculty across the college working in a community of practice model as
each participant develops a course-specific OER. Launched in 2015, this funded program runs
in conjunction with the CUNY-wide OER initiative managed at the system-level by our partners
at CUNY Central’s Office of Library Services (OLS). The initiative “seeks to incentivize and
empower faculty to support their students by reducing the cost of their course materials to zero
and creating, adapting, and adopting Open Educational Resources (OER) and Open
Educational Practices (OEP).”

We invite proposals from faculty new to or returning to the City Tech OER Fellowship. Proposals
that incorporate active learning methods, take a student-centered approach, and address
underrepresented and multidisciplinary subject areas are encouraged.

Before Applying
Types of OER projects that are well-suited to the OER Fellowship Program:

e Zero-cost OER for a course that previously required a paid textbook (this may include
first-time experimental pilots to assign OER in place of paid course materials).

e Zero-cost OER for a course with a recommended text that does not require paid
materials.

e Zero-cost ancillary/supplemental OER (e.g., study guides, review modules, lessons,
discussion questions, class activities, lecture outlines, and/or writing assignments).

Faculty interested in potential authorship of OER involving multiple authors/collaborators, or
interested in proposing a project that would span beyond one academic year to complete,
should contact Cailean Cooney to explore whether the College’s OER Team can support your
project.

Similarly, faculty interested in substantive revision and extension of OER that have previously
received funding should contact Cailean Cooney prior to submitting an application.


https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/7Wwc8PuITBq_QRZtLP3Vog
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/NGX2EPz3T0eHp9QUtZeaYg

Eligibility

1.

Full-time faculty that coordinate or regularly teach at least one section of a course, and
have consulted with course/discipline coordinator AND department chair about the
proposed OER project.

Part-time faculty on 1-3 year re-appointments, with the approval of course/discipline
coordinator AND department chair to move forward with the proposed OER project.

Fellowship Participation and Requirements

1.

Active participation in an intentional community of practice with college peers: mandatory
participation in 7 synchronous meetings held on Fridays from 10 AM - 12 PM during the
academic year via zoom (3 in fall; 4 in spring).

Active participation in asynchronous discussion and activities conducted on the
Fellowship cohort OpenLab site.

Learning materials created with funding from this project must be assigned a Creative
Commons license (CC BY, CC BY-SA, CC BY-NC, CC BY-NC-SA). This includes
materials authored from scratch, adaptations of CC licensed materials, and curated

compilations. Fellows are also eligible to assign existing materials that are public
domain, library digital resources, or freely available to link to without violating copyright.
Accessibility: Any materials adopted, adapted, or created as a result of this grant must
meet university-wide accessibility standards.

Finished projects must be shared publicly via an OpenLab site or other CUNY supported
public platform (Pressbooks, Manifold). If the materials are document-based, they must
be submitted to CUNY’s institutional repository, CUNY Academic Works.

Projects must be completed during the 2026-2027 academic year with a deadline of
June 15, 2027.

Funding Information

Faculty compensation will include project work and faculty development training. Faculty will be
paid for participating in 14 hours of professional development meetings (at adjunct hourly NTA
rate). In addition to this, faculty stipends for OER projects may range from $1,300 - $6,000,
depending on scope of work, also calculated at the non-teaching adjunct hourly rate.

Support offered by the OER Team

Help finding openly licensed, public domain materials, and library subscribed digital
resources to use

Help understanding and applying Creative Commons licenses

Guidance regarding copyright and fair use

Help assembling an organized and accessible OER

Help transferring materials onto an open platform


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://www.cuny.edu/accessibility/content/
https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/
https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/
https://pressbooks.cuny.edu/
https://cuny.manifoldapp.org/
https://cuny.manifoldapp.org/
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/
https://psc-cuny.org/issues/contract-apeoplescuny/ta-2023-2027/salary-schedules/

Key Dates

Applicants selected for the OER Fellowship will conduct work from September 2026 through
June 2027. Fellows are expected to implement the OER the next time they are scheduled to
teach the course.

Fellowship application opens for submissions: April 14, 2026
Online info sessions (register in advance): April 17 & May 1, 2026 at 2-3pm
Fellowship application due date: May 15, 2026
Notice of application decisions emailed: Early June 2026
Fall 2026:
September: Fellows finalize project scope
Fellows complete working draft of sample educational material
Fellows participate in 3 synchronous Fellowship cohort meetings
Fellows incorporate best practices for licensing, attribution, and
accessibility into their OER
m Fellows contribute to asynchronous discussion and activities via the
cohort Fellowship OpenLab site
Spring 2027:
m Fellows participate in 4 synchronous Fellowship cohort meetings
m Fellows contribute to asynchronous discussion and activities via the
cohort Fellowship OpenLab site
m Fellows produce OER and finalize platform selection
June 2027:
m Fellows complete and submit OER for review by OER Team
m Fellows address feedback from OER Team
m Fellows payments are processed

Application Details

Apply online by Friday, May 15th, 2026.

Examples of primary course materials created by colleagues in the OER Fellowship:

Introduction to Data Science course materials by Prof. Elizabeth Milonas, Computer

Systems Technology
Communication Design Theory OER course materials by Prof. Jenna Spevack,

Communication Design
Genetics Laboratory Manual by Prof. Christopher Blair, Biological Sciences

Medical Metrics for Health Facilities textbook by Prof. Sitaji Gurung, Health Sciences

Infant and Child Development: From Conception Through Late Childhood textbook by

Profs. Maria Pagano and Marie Parnes, Psychology, Social Sciences

Reminder: Faculty interested in potential authorship of OER involving multiple
authors/collaborators, or interested in proposing a project that would span beyond one
academic year to complete, should contact Cailean Cooney to explore whether the College’s
OER Team can support your project.


https://citytech-cuny.libwizard.com/id/14211f43cee6fac928ab7e54354ce5af
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenlab.citytech.cuny.edu%2Fmilonascst2402fa2020%2Freadings%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCCooney%40CityTech.Cuny.Edu%7C7d22e1bf80164683582408de970aa35a%7C6f60f0b35f064e099715989dba8cc7d8%7C0%7C0%7C639114269096736429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5q0zhTTb0LDhR2s4Zs7YpL2gV%2BK5KzdLelUnCDZ%2FlPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpressbooks.cuny.edu%2Fmedmetrics%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCCooney%40CityTech.Cuny.Edu%7C7d22e1bf80164683582408de970aa35a%7C6f60f0b35f064e099715989dba8cc7d8%7C0%7C0%7C639114269096832531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D1xNWSuuWoQNQtAW%2FNgkDo2BKB8FQuR7RkBUlhPoZII%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facademicworks.cuny.edu%2Fcgi%2Fviewcontent.cgi%3Farticle%3D1008%26context%3Dny_oers&data=05%7C02%7CCCooney%40CityTech.Cuny.Edu%7C7d22e1bf80164683582408de970aa35a%7C6f60f0b35f064e099715989dba8cc7d8%7C0%7C0%7C639114269096862087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J%2F3OkucSfir0p%2FlHaw5c0W9XRkfTN09avEVmV%2BDH8ks%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpressbooks.cuny.edu%2Fmedmetrics%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCCooney%40CityTech.Cuny.Edu%7C7d22e1bf80164683582408de970aa35a%7C6f60f0b35f064e099715989dba8cc7d8%7C0%7C0%7C639114269096941135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z7f1Vl%2BNXMLC5x2jW0wsxhPTJ36kVtbTrruhJdSNCVI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpressbooks.cuny.edu%2Finfantandchilddevelopmentcitytech%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCCooney%40CityTech.Cuny.Edu%7C7d22e1bf80164683582408de970aa35a%7C6f60f0b35f064e099715989dba8cc7d8%7C0%7C0%7C639114269096980034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BEKl%2Boj6O0OP%2BufHvv05jsCwAjWsDdjLDJr%2FvsmdDYA%3D&reserved=0

Similarly, faculty interested in substantive revision and extension of OER that have previously
received funding should contact Cailean Cooney prior to submitting an application.

Please contact Prof. Cailean Cooney, OER Librarian ccooney@citytech.cuny.edu or Prof. Junior
Tidal, Chief Librarian jtidal@citytech.cuny.edu with questions.

More information: Open Educational Resources at City Tech.



mailto:ccooney@citytech.cuny.edu
mailto:jtidal@citytech.cuny.edu
https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/oerresources/
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