
 

Learning Places Fall 2015 

SITE REPORT #5 
Farragut Houses 

 

STUDENT NAME: NICOLETA KOUBEK 

11.02.2015  

INTRODUCTION 

Our last visit to Farragut Houses was on Monday, November second. During this field trip we had a tour 

of the projects and we were allowed to enter the lobby of one of the buildings. We were informed that 

getting a lease in these building requires a long wait, but there is no credit check. The only requirements 

remain a low income and a criminal record check. We were informed by Ms. Cyriaca Decaillei, a NYCHA 

representative that tenants benefit of a parking lot. Farragut Houses have 60 parking spots for the 

residents. The monthly price for one parking spot is 72 dollars. We also learnt that when one applies for 

a rental, the person is allowed to choose what borough to live in, but he cannot choose a building. It was 

interesting to find out that in case one tenant would lose his job, he can benefit of an adjustment to the 
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monthly rent according to the new income. The tenant can also take advantage of certain programs 

such as after school activities and substance abuse counseling. The residents are allowed to have their 

own gardens and make barbeques. One disadvantage voiced by tenants was that children were zoned; 

they cannot opt for a school of their choice.   

PRE-VISIT REFLECTION 

Today we visit the Farragut Houses for the last time. We need to pay very close attention to details in 

order to write a good report. Also, we will take new pictures and draw new sketches. In addition, we will 

have the opportunity to meet a NYCHA representative. It is a relief to think we meet in an intersection I 

saw before: Plymouth and Hudson. I hope to see details that I missed in my previous visits. I also hope to 

learn new things from the NYCHA representative who will be there today. I like asking questions and I 

expect him to welcome them. I am looking forward to meeting everybody today at 10:00 am. 

 

SITE DOCUMENTATION (photos/sketches) 
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SITE OBSERVATIONS 

1. There were sixty parking spots in the parking lot. 

2. There were two patrol officers on the premises. 

3. There were 5 housekeepers cleaning the area. 

4. There is one Community Center. 

5. There is one Senior Center.  

6. There is one Church on the ground. 
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QUANTITATIVE DATA 

Subject Data 

Number of parking spots 60 

Number of patrol officers on 
the premises 

2 

Number of housekeepers 
cleaning the premises 

5 

Number of Senior Centers 1 

Number of Community Centers 1 

Number of Churches on the 
ground 

1 

QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESIS 

QUESTIONS: 

1. Why is there a building on the premises that does not belong to NYCHA? 

2. Why are there patrol officers on the premises of the projects? 

3. Why people with a high income do not move out after they get better paid jobs? 

HYPOTHESIS: 

1. The building is generating income to NYCHA. 

2. The patrol officers are supervising the area to prevent crime. 

3.  People prefer to live in Farragut Houses even after they get better paid jobs because they can 

get their rentals readjusted in case they would lose their jobs. 
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SUMMARY / POST VISIT REFLECTION 

Today, November 2nd, we went to take a final look at the Farragut Houses. Besides our own 
observations, we had the opportunity to talk to a NYCHA representative. We were able to ask questions 
and listen to her comments. We were allowed to enter the lobby of one of the buildings. 

The lobby had postings with a plethora of activities offered to the children who live in these projects. 
They were offered karate classes, after school activities, lab tutoring, dancing, English as a Second 
Language (ESL) classes, and lots of other activities. 

The site visit was fruitful indeed. We took new pictures and draw new sketches. We were informed by 
Ms. Cyriaca Decailei, the NYCHA representative that the buildings require lots of repairing. This site visit 
was overall the most informative of all. 

 

REFERENCES TO EXPLORE HYPOTHESIS 

1. Interview with NYCHA representative 


