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Giovanni Battista Piranesi, Temple of Minerva Medici, 1756





FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF 
LETTERING AND LINEWORK:

UNIFORMITY OF:
1. WEIGHT OF LINES  
2. SHAPE OF LINES  
3. STYLE OF LINES (TYPE)
4. SLOPE OF LINES (ACCURACY) 
5. SIZE OF LINES (GUIDELINES)
6. SPACING OF LINES

UNIFORM VARIATION IS ESSENTIAL FOR 
LEGIBILTY OF DRAWINGS.



H: LIGHT, HARD LEAD
- GUIDELINES, LIGHT HATCHES
- WILL PRODUCE UN-ERASABLE GROOVE IN PAPER IF 
TOO MUCH PRESSURE IS APPLIED

F: MEDIUM LIGHT, FINE POINT
- SMALL LETTERING, 

HB: MEDIUM DARK
-TITLEBLOCK, LARGE LETTERING, OBJECT OUTLINES

B: DARK, SOFT LEAD
-BORDERS, SECTION CUTS
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PENCIL GRADE & USE:



DaVinci: Perspective

CONSTRUCTION LINES & 
GUIDELINES
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WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE?




