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Typographic Design III

In designing a poster to promote a museum dedicated Brooklyn’s history and their new 

location in DUMBO, I had the challenge of communicating the message through a focus on 

typography. Stripped of photography and illustration as a main element, my goal was to not 

have the type speak too literally. I found that the building (Empire Stores) the museum moved 

into was a 19th century warehouse in which was only recently renovated for the public after 

decades of being idle. And so, I used that to my advantage, finding inspiration and interest in its 

repetitive, arched windows. Not only did I decide to use Brooklyn Historical Society’s acronym, 

but I had the ‘B' resemble the same windows as its counters are similar in shape. As for the 

‘HS’, I chose the Aharoni Bold typeface to match because of its weight and because it is void of 

serifs. Here, I leaned more towards the building rather than the neighborhood itself given its 

history, which makes it all the more fitting for such a museum to be located in. 

I also wanted to ensure that the concept was more obvious to those unfamiliar with 

Empire Stores so I had an illustration of only part of the building at the bottom of the page to 

solely show the resemblance. I, then, had the logo sit on top of the page whereas the “Brooklyn 

Historical Society DUMBO” sat on the bottom for an asymmetrical balance. Making sure I 

emphasize on the location, I tracked the name of the museum so “DUMBO” could be enlarged 

for visual hierarchy. Not to mention that I had everything aligned for vertical symmetry and 

balance as well. And lastly, I chose a solid blue background being that the museum is situated 

by the water.
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