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HISTORY

Historically, the communities in downtown Brooklyn 

experienced a vast change and shift within its culture, 

partly because of the evolvement in its Architecture. 

Brooklyn In 1834, was deemed to be a city of its own 

due to the Borough’s rapid growth of it’s commercial, 

industrial and residential presence. like every city, 

town and all distinct places, architecture has been 

known to be significant symbols that communities rely 

on for memorable and historical validation.

Over the years, the communities of downtown Brooklyn 

have been a victim of loosing magnificent architecture. 

Architecture that was/is revival artistically detailed 

and appeared to structurally fit to stand for years.  

https://eportfolios.macaulay.cuny.edu/downtownbrooklyn/history/   
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Then & Now

The two images displays downtown Brooklyn 

view from birds eye-view both then and now. 

The area appears to be lower dense then as 

compared to todays image shown on the right.
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MetroTech

references

To the left is a master plan of downtown 

Brooklyn’s  MetroTech and to the right is 

a built Metrotech very well influenced by 

Post Modern Architecture

https://www.google.com/search?biw=1229&bih=568&tbm=isch&sxsrf=ACYBGNS4hSPCiVn025lVKzRELnH9ZpIV4w%3A1577108437

185&sa=1&ei=1cMAXsrrCtm6tAbFrpqoCg&q=metrotech+brooklyn&oq=metro+tech+brooklyn&gs_l=img.1.0.0i10i24j0i24l2.5902.

8357..10005...0.0..0.69.657.11......0....1..gws-wiz-img.......0i67j0j0i30.llQDHHaP5mM#imgrc=jU4UrDVlUxn-nM:
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references

https://ny.curbed.com/2017/7/10/15947668/downtown-brooklyn-offerman-building-

historic-rentals

https://www.google.com/search?q=old+pictures+of+Offerman+building&sxsrf=AC

YBGNS_0n4fm_P4OmBwsjYgrZODkAfurg:1577104434660&source=lnms&tbm=isch

&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZ0efs48vmAhXCF80KHZ12CU0Q_AUoAXoECAwQAw&biw=122

9&bih=568#imgdii=dBQF01j8A9Ur7M:&imgrc=wSg3Kc_9QKd4WM:

Offerman Building
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http://nycma.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/detail/RECORDSPHOTOUNITBRK~1~1~6

17193~147076:dof_3_02058_0038?qvq=q:DUFFIELD%20st&mi=0&trs=3

http://nycma.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/detail/RECORDSPHOTOUNITBRK~1~1~6

17193~147076:dof_3_02058_0038?qvq=q:DUFFIELD%20st&mi=0&trs=3

The Oratory church of St. Boniface.

Left image is a 1980 tax photo and to the 

right of it is today’s image 
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226 Tillary St.

references
http://nycma.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/detail/NYCMA~7~7~987895~681220?qvq=q%3ATILLARY%20STREET%

20BROOKLYN&mi=41&trs=74

A home, built in 1939- 1941 with an old 

address, 226 Tillary St. can no longer be 

located.
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Duffield Houses

references
http://www.neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/01-DUFFIELD-ST.-HOUSES.pdf

The Duffield houses were formerly known as 

the “Johnson houses” between 1835 and 

1847. These buildings with its federal style 

architecture, has been preserved to date.   
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http://www.neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/01-DUFFIELD-ST.-HOUSES.pdf


The dime saving bank being reconstructed 

as part of the renewal
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Irma and Paul Milstein Division of United States History, Local History and Genealogy, The New York Public Library. 

(1944). Dime Savings Bank in Brooklyn during a snow storm Retrieved from 

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/cf91a420-a682-0133-2c1c-00505686d14e

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/cf91a420-a682-0133-2c1c-00505686d14e


Duffield street and 

Willoughby Street(1941)
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385 Jay St.

references

Far let is a vacant 385 jay St. in 1930, THE PICTURE 

THAT FOLLOWS IS A 1980 TAX PHOTO OF THE 

BUILDING, AND FINALLY, THE LAST PICTURE IS THE 

PRESENT LOOK OF THE SAME BUILIND  

https://www.brownstoner.com/architecture/brooklyn-architecture-downtown-

brooklyn-385-jay-street/
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Phase 1 demolition of construction 

around metro-tech

• During the first three years of the phase 1, there were 

104 residential houses been taken down due to the plan.

• Within the next few years, there are more houses taken 

down and start to build commercial buildings.

• Many people been displaced due to the plan and on the 

last year of the Phase 1, total of 252 residential and 

mixed-use units been taken down by the project. 
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Phase 2 Demolition of construction

• Similarly to phase 1 ,there are lots of houses and 

business buildings been taken down

• Luckily, there aren’t as many compared to phase 1, but 

still some more.

• The communities were destroyed due to displacement.
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• Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/get-started/how-can-we-

help?campaignId=7QQFH&EXIT_URI=https://www.nytimes.com/1989/01/22/realestate/transforming-

downtown-brooklyn.html®ister&auth=register-google.

• Irma and Paul Milstein Division of United States History, Local History and Genealogy, The New York 

Public Library. (1944). Dime Savings Bank in Brooklyn during a snow storm Retrieved from 

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/cf91a420-a682-0133-2c1c-00505686d14e

• Metrotech. (n.d.). Retrieved from 

https://books.google.com/books?id=INk3AQAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=metro+tech&hl=en&newb

ks=1&newbks_redir=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjV9r29ycLlAhXCuVkKHTXkC-

oQ6AEwAHoECAAQAg#v=onepage&q=metro tech&f=false.
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• https://eportfolios.macaulay.cuny.edu/downtownbrooklyn/history/   

• http://nycma.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/detail/NYCMA~7~7~987895~6

81220?qvq=q%3ATILLARY%20STREET%20BROOKLYN&mi=41&trs=74
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• https://www.brownstoner.com/architecture/brooklyn-architecture-downtown-

brooklyn-385-jay-street/

• http://www.neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/01-DUFFIELD-ST.-HOUSES.pdf

•

• http://nycma.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/detail/RECORDSPHOTOUNITBRK~1~1

~617193~147076:dof_3_02058_0038?qvq=q:DUFFIELD%20st&mi=0&trs=3

• http://nycma.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/detail/RECORDSPHOTOUNITBRK~1~1

~617193~147076:dof_3_02058_0038?qvq=q:DUFFIELD%20st&mi=0&trs=3

• https://ny.curbed.com/2017/7/10/15947668/downtown-brooklyn-offerman-

building-historic-rentals

• https://www.google.com/search?q=old+pictures+of+Offerman+building&sxsrf=A

CYBGNS_0n4fm_P4OmBwsjYgrZODkAfurg:1577104434660&source=lnms&tbm=i

sch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZ0efs48vmAhXCF80KHZ12CU0Q_AUoAXoECAwQAw&biw

=1229&bih=568#imgdii=dBQF01j8A9Ur7M:&imgrc=wSg3Kc_9QKd4WM:

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/cf91a420-a682-0133-2c1c-00505686d14e
http://www.neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/01-DUFFIELD-ST.-HOUSES.pdf

