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Downtown Brooklyn is 
considered to be the 3rd most 
profitable commercial area in the 
city . “The area contains a high 
concentration of major 
office-buildings, regional stores, 
residential buildings, government 
offices, and academic and cultural 
institutions,” which caters to a 
large audience containing many 
different types of people. 
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Myrtle Avenue looking east from Pearl 

Street, 1949
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Livingston Street, 
showing Abraham & 
Straus and Loew's 
Metropolitan Theater, 
1960
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Opposition of Metrotech



Owners of the address 100 
Johnson Street, opposed the 
development of Metrotech Center 
because it would displace them, 
and the surrounding businesses 
without giving first 
communicating with them of 
these changes.

(Metrotech, 2019)
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The sudden removal of businesses and tenants was 
unethical in the sense that after these individuals were 
forced to move, they were never given the promised 
jobs and housing by developers(Metrotech, 2019).
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In the given study area, the total residential 
population in 1980 was 551 residents, which 
was a slight decrease from 1970 by 21.1% 
(147 residents). In 1980, over 60% of the 
population in that area (333 residents), were 
living in a single high rise in Livingston 
Street.  The rest of the population were 
scattered in smaller residential buildings in 
that area. TRACT 11 



“There are no good restaurants, there’s no midrange apparel or accessories. 
What we’re aiming for is a better neighborhood all around. That doesn’t 
mean Gucci, but maybe HMV, maybe Zara, maybe Equinox. We’re not asking 
anybody to leave the street. We just have to bring in new stores in a way that 
everybody can work together. We’re Botoxing Fulton Street Mall.”—Faith 
Hope Consolo, real-estate agent for BellTel Lofts, as quoted in The New York 
Times.



Families United for Racial and Economic Equality (FUREE) is a 
Brooklyn-based multi-racial organization that mobilizes low- and 
middle-income families to promote equality, improve economic conditions, 
and build collective power to win systemic changes at the local, state and 
national level. Primarily led by women of color—with an emphasis on 
community and family—FUREE uses direct action, leadership development, 
community organizing, and political education to achieve our vision and 
goals. 



Polytechnic Institute



Lueck, T. J. (1989, January 22). Transforming Downtown 
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In 1980s, you can clearly tell 
that private small business 
had a very diverse customer 
base. The majority of their 
customers were African 
American, Caribbean, and 
Latino.   



46% of businesses were locally 
owned.

64% of small business owners 
were people of color: 
 31% identified as Black
   25% as Asian
     8% as Latino or Hispanic 
      23% of businesses were 
woman-owned.







Historic Church Building that goes 
as far back as 1847, transformed 
into NYU Polytech Student Center. 



Metrotech Center Commons consists of large retail/food 
businesses along with residential offices. The jobs around 
the metrotech center commons did not cater to the 
residents that were pushed out of their homes nor the 
business owners who were forced to shut down.
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