
OUTLINE

Research Question: How did the destruction of the Myrtle Avenue El Line set the stage for the development of Metrotech? What social and economic impact did this project have on the community that Metrotech displaced?

Thesis: The transportational changes that took place in Downtown Brooklyn during the late 1960s and 1970s, including the destruction of the Myrtle Avenue El Line, set the stage for the development of Metrotech. The Metrotech project was proposed to revitalize the existing community, by bringing businesses and people together in a shared environment to boost the economy and encourage social interaction. However, the destruction of transportational arteries like the El Line, facilitated the deterioration of the existing Downtown Brooklyn community and neighboring ones which it serviced.  

I. Introduction
Group members are introduced. Thesis stated in basic terms (The destruction of major transportation arteries like the El Line contributed to displacing the existing Downtown Brooklyn community).

II.  History of the Myrtle Avenue Elevated Line
A).Early transportation of Myrtle Ave El Line
B). Myrtle Ave El Line service to passengers
C). Expansion of connecting El service stops/stations

III. Creation and destruction of the Myrtle El Line 
The Creation of the Myrtle Ave El line:  
A). Vital source of commute for traveling passengers
1. Linkage to Brooklyn's Downtown area
2. Expansion route for travelers to Manhattan area

B). The Destruction of Myrtle Ave El Line:  
1. Gradual decline in NYC transit
2. Ceasing of specific Myrtle Ave El route
3. El Service eliminated in preparation for dismantling 
4. Replacement transportation (B54) 



IV. The B54 and Q55 Takes over the Myrtle ave EL
A). The new connection 
B). Lack of Subway Maps.
C.) Similar transportation changes (Robert Moses)


V. Social Impacts of the Destruction of the Myrtle Ave El Line on Downtown Brooklyn
A). Displacement of a community
B). Severed social connections
C). Cultural destruction

VI. Changes in the Community Which Enabled the Development Metrotech Project: .
A). Designation of Downtown Brooklyn as an urban renewal cite 
B). Demapping of streets like Myrtle Ave, Lawrence, Duffield
C). Rezoning
D). Eminent Domain (requirements; just compensation, for public use, rational basis)
E). NYCDoITT Aerial Maps for: 1924, 1951, 1996, 2006, 2012 

VII. Churches & Map Data 
A). Old Bridge Street Church & St. Boniface Church
B). Library of Congress - Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps
B). New York Times Articles 
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