
 
 

 

 

November 11, 2013 

To: All First-Year Students In The Major of Graphic Design  

From: Senior Student New York City College of Technology 

Subject: The Role of a Student in New York City College of Technology 
 
 
 
Background 
 
Typically it is very frightening to make a transition from high school to college, 
here in New York City College of Technology typically give you core 
requirements and introductory class. I’m a student in the Communication Design 
major with a module of graphic design. As a previous freshman, the most difficult 
part is adjusting to the college and picking the right career for you. 
 
Method 
 
The first step in assuming a new role as a college student. Your first semester at 
City Tech should really be about getting serious about for college and pay 
attention to classes. This is the time you practice participation skills and you can 
learn a lot from it.  
 
Next you will have to become used to taking core classes along with your design 
classes. Remember to always be on top of dates on the academic calendar. 
These things you have to do it yourself because it won’t be like high school when 
normally they would announce things over the speaker. For example there are 
dates for advisement and registration every single semester for upcoming 
semesters. Those are dates to become very aware of throughout your college 
career in City Tech. This school may offer only one class in a course you might 
have to take in your specific major, so it is crucial to get a seat in that class 
before the class fills up.  
 
Furthermore take punctuality very serious as a college student. A lot of 
professors in the graphic design major help those kinds of students here in City 
Tech. In City Tech, in the last month of every semester, we usually have different 
weeks for students from freshmen, sophomore, junior, and senior year to 
demonstrate their work in our gallery on the 11th floor. So as a student, in this 



major you should try to make your work gallery accepted because those are the 
people you will be competing with in the real world. 
 
Resources 
 
Next up, there is always a club orientation for students wanting to join a club. 
There are clubs that are within the communication design major. These clubs are 
good to join because they offer a community within your major of your choice. 
That is very important in our major, to have many connections and built a good 
social relationship with colleagues in your major. These are definitely resource 
you would like to check out once you are settled in your first semester.  
 
Another great resource would be the art supplies store two blocks down from the 
college by City Tech called WBC Art Supplies. They give student discounts and 
know what the professors want or asked for in their classes. Ask question to 
professor they are very helpful. 
 
 
Experience 
 
Beginning your skills here in City Tech can be weird at first, I thought classes 
would teach me how to operate Adobe programs like Photoshop, InDesign, and 
Illustrator in depth but Professor look more to the student that ask for their help. 
What a lot of these professors do is make you work on concept, sketching, and 
the feeling of an actual meeting in the real world. As designers we have to have 
design teams and then we have to bring it to meetings where the work will get 
critiqued. This is what a lot of professors do in their classes, which is great. But 
the really great ones are the ones that give you the extra time to help you if you 
have any questions. My suggestion is to work at home with programs; they’re a 
lot of resource that can help like Youtube and even books. Always remember that 
college is a long-term investment for your own future. Use the tools given at the 
college and try to use the most of it because in the real world they might not be 
all these extra learning experiences that you can fail and still make up. 
 
 
 
 
	  


