
Guest lecture SBS2000ID
To and beyond the lit review: under the hood 

of scholarly journals

Monica Berger
Associate Professor
Ursula Schwerin Library
New York City College of Technology, CUNY 
March 2, 2019



Library and information science 
methods

Librarians as faculty

I am ID





The “paywall”!







Literature review: Scholarship as a 
conversation
When?

Why?

You! 

Library versus Google versus Google 
Scholar



Literature review for scholars

Gray, Dave. Agile development. https://www.flickr.com/photos/davegray/6865783267 CC BY-ND 2.0

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Gray, Dave. Agile development. https://www.flickr.com/photos/davegray/6865783267 CC BY-ND 2.0








If you are off-campus … enter your library 
barcode without spaces





Peer review in depth



Predatory publishing



Peer review 
problems



Munroe, Randall. xkcd. 
https://xkcd.com/1847/
CC BY-NC 2.5

https://xkcd.com/1847/


Quest Journals Inc. 
  
  
(An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, 
monthly and fully refereed journal) 
Smooth, simple and timely publishing of review and research articles 
We would like to invite you to contribute your 
Research Paper for publication in Quest Journals. Papers published 
in Quest Journals will receive very high publicity and acquire very 
high reputation. The journal covers all areas of computer science, 
Mechanical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Electronics engineering, 
Information technology, and many more..........   
  
Quest Journals provides DOI (Digital Object Identifier) to each 
published article. 
Quest Journals registers all published paper in ANED (American 
National Engineering Database). 
Indexing: 
Crossref, Index Copernicus, ANED, Google Scholar, NASA Ads etc.  
Important Dates: September 2018 
Last date Of Paper Submission 30 September  2018 
Acknowledgement within 24 hrs 
Review Report Within two weeks 
Publication date 10 October  2018 
  
List of Journals:  
S.No. Journal Name ISSN 
1 Journal of Software Engineering and Simulation 2321–3809 
2 Journal of Electronics and Communication Engineering 2321–5941 

3 Journal of Architecture and Civil Engineering 
2321-
8193 

4 Journal of Research Mechanical Engineering 
2321-
8185 







What does the research say? 
Authors 



Predatory authors



Predatory authors



Moher, David, Larissa Shamseer, Kelly D. Cobey, Manoj M. Lalu, James Galipeau, Marc T. Avey, Nadera Ahmadzai, et al. “Stop This Waste of 
People, Animals and Money.” Nature News 549, no. 7670 (September 7, 2017): 23. doi:10.1038/549023a.



What does the research say? 
Publishers 



Shen and Björk



Why predatory publishing? 
• Quantity over quality? Too much pressure to 

publish, esp. in science
• Mentoring, knowing ethical publication 

standards
• English as lingua franca of scholarship/science
• Co-opting Open access, a good thing, to make 

money





Should scholarship be free for 
readers or should it be treated 
like a material good and paid 
for?



Thank you! 
Prof. Monica Berger, Library
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