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Belgian fashion is globally renowned for its avant-garde, conceptual, and intellectually 

driven design, anchored by the legendary "Antwerp Six" and the prestigious Royal Academy of 

Fine Arts Antwerp. Centered in Antwerp and Brussels, it merges dark, tailored, and sophisticated 

aesthetics with a growing focus on sustainability, and local production, often emphasizing unique 

textures and understated elegance. Key elements often include the Antwerp Six and their legacy 

in the 1980s, Dries Van Noten, Ann Demeulemeester, Dirk Van Saene, Walter Van Beirendonck, 

Dirk Bikkembergs, and Marina Yee put Belgium on the map with avant-garde, raw, and 

unconventional styles. This year 40 years marks their phenomenon known, the group of Flemish 

designers who revolutionised the fashion world in the 1980s and turned dressing into an art form 

in its own right, with an exhibition that opened last Saturday   

Belgian steely resolves around clear signatures design and are capable of having an 

ability to tell vivid stories with wearable clothes, Belgian and Belgium-trained designers are 

globally renowned for an avant-garde, "intellectual" approach to fashion that balances 

experimental, deconstructed silhouettes with high-level tailoring and wearable, emotional 

storytelling. Their design philosophy is often described as “conceptual and intellectual, Belgian 

fashion prioritizes creativity over commercialism”, focusing on silhouette, structure, and artistic 

expression (Pink Lookbook, 2026). Belgian designers and brands besides the Antwerp Six 

include major figures such as Martin Margiela, Raf Simons, Anthony Vaccarello, Olivier 

 



 

Theyskens, and Christian Wijnants. Contemporary brands like La Collection, Bernadette, and 

Julie Kegels have gained prominence. Sustainability in Belgian fashion is strongly moving 

toward sustainability, prioritizing recycled materials and local, ethical production (Socha, 2026). 

Brands like HNST (denim) and Façon Jacmin represent this eco-conscious approach. 

Street style and local trends are generally smart and conservative styles in Belgium that 

are understated, and often feature a darker color palette, with people putting effort into their 

appearance. Layering and quality in their style frequently involves “high-quality knitwear, 

tailored coats, and versatile pieces that combine comfort with sophistication” (O’Connor, 2026). 

A modern mix of high-end designer pieces, vintage finds, and sustainable, local brands is 

common in cities like Antwerp and Brussels. Shopping and fashion hubs in Belgium that 

includes Antwerp which is the epicenter, particularly around the Nationalestraat and the MoMu 

(Fashion Museum Antwerp) area (Socha, 2026). The 1980s aesthetic originating from the 

Antwerp Six “emphasized innovation, raw artistry, and a focus on unique materials, often 

characterized as a "quiet and slow" fashion movement that prioritizes conceptual, artisanal 

craftsmanship over fast-paced trends. Modern designers that adopt the "quiet and slow" aesthetic 

focuses on longevity and understated luxury, frequently utilizing eco-friendly, recycled materials 

(O’Connor, 2026). In Brussels the Dansaert street area is famous for its concentration of Belgian 

designer boutiques. 

Important shopping cities are Antwerp, Brussels, Ghent, and Liège are major centers for 

fashion retail. Luxury Houses include Delvaux, known for the world's oldest fine leather goods 

house, Natan: Known for high-end ready-to-wear, popular with the Belgian royal family, and last 

but not least Carine Gilson, renowned for luxurious lingerie (O’Connor, 2026). Many Belgian 

and Belgian-trained designers focus on handcrafted techniques, small-scale production, and a 

 



 

high degree of artistic expression rather than mass production. Garments are attributed to being 

emotional and functional and are often described as having a "pensive" or "soulful" quality, 

focusing on comfort and resonance for the wearer. Belgian designs often have architectural 

influence as they have similar interior designs, fashion from Belgium takes inspiration from 

structural, organic, and architectural shapes. 

Belgian and Belgian-trained designers have played a pivotal role in reshaping the global 

fashion landscape through their emphasis on conceptual design, craftsmanship, and intellectual 

rigor. Emerging prominently in the 1980s, with the rise of the Antwerp Six, these designers 

challenged traditional notions of beauty and commercial fashion by prioritizing experimentation, 

deconstruction, and storytelling. Institutions such as the Royal Academy of Fine Arts Antwerp 

have been instrumental in cultivating this distinctive approach, fostering designers who blend 

artistic expression with technical precision. Figures like Dries Van Noten, Ann Demeulemeester, 

and Martin Margiela exemplify how Belgian fashion often resists mainstream trends, instead 

focusing on individuality, cultural commentary, and innovative construction. Belgian-trained 

designers are known for their minimalist palettes, unconventional silhouettes, and deep 

engagement with history and identity, making their work both intellectually and visually 

compelling. Overall, their influence extends beyond aesthetics, contributing to a broader 

understanding of fashion as an art form and a medium for critical dialogue within contemporary 

culture. 
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