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Current Events: Met Gala 2026

The Commodification of Art and Identity at the 2026 Met Gala Lost in Meaning and Value

This year's 2026 Tech Gala, I mean Met Gala was themed "Costume Art,"has prompted
critiques (rightfully so) about the lavish display of wealth and Al slop-driven fashion amid global
turmoil signals a modern "Dark Age". Critics argue the event, featuring 5,000 years of art,
highlights a dystopian, technocratic culture rather than meaningful artistic expression, with some
noting The Met Gala is a sign we are living in a dark age that is a reflection of societal decay. A
key critique on the cultural perspective for this year's theme is that in a time of war, inflation, and
social disruption, the excessive wealth showcased by celebrities and billionaires is analogous to
"bread and circuses," highlighting a dystopian disconnect. There are concerns on tech and
escapism that tech elites are using events such as the Met Gala to appear more culturally and
socially inclined to the public, likable to the people so they donate and contribute to the arts.
Now the problem isn't that the rich should not donate and contribute to arts and culture, they
should even though this act of patronage is not new; however even when they do donate its not
like they will become a better person afterwards, or that they genuinely care about the arts (they
do not), they only care when it makes them look good. For this year's Tech Gala Jeff Bezos and
his wife Lauren Sanchez served as chairs because they paid to be to the tune of $10 million
raising a new of record of $42 million in funds for the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Costume
Institute powered by Silicon Valley sponsors, which is an increase from last year's

record-breaking $31 million (Gioino, 2026). Amazon, Meta, OpenAl, and Snapchat all



purchased tables at $350,000 each, and individual tickets hit $100,000, up from roughly $75,000
in 2025 (Gioino, 2026). Meanwhile, many of Bezos's Amazon employees can barely afford a
livable age, not to mention the employees of the museum itself, these institutions are funded by

the most rotten people and pay very few of their employees well.

For the vast majority of people working in a museum do not earn a living wage, front of
the house such as the guards, the ticketers, people working the cafe or cafeteria work hourly but
are not able to earn a living wage; those people work there primarily because they have so much
love and compassion for the art (Nag, 2026). The fact of the matter is our systems have put the
most creative, thoughtful, and interest-in-saving, honoring and protectors of art and culture at the
biggest risk within society, and this true for so many other sectors within the arts. Lauren
Sanchez paid $10 million dollars to show up to the Met Gala in a navy blue prom dress that
could have been ordered off of Shein. Now you're probably thinking “ Maxi, Lauren Sanchez’s
dress is in reference to the 1884 Portrait of Madame X by John Singer Sargen” to which I will
say I find it funny how Sanchez spent this much money for this event and picked the one
painting that would allow her to wear the same dress she always wears. She is one of the richest
women in the world, you would think that she would use all that money to wear something that
is more artistic, inventive, creative, more boundary-breaking, but no. Ultimately, this dress is
perfect for her because she is none of those things, good and unique art requires taking risks, it
requires challenging people, and challenges are meant to make people uncomfortable forcing
them to push past their boundaries and limits, now the problem with Lauren Sanchez is that she
is only capable of being herself because she risks absolutely nothing and stands for nothing and

for no one.
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Figure 1. A collage of Lauren Sanchez wearing the same dress in different variations in reference
to her 2026 Met Gala look of the Portrait of Madame X.

For years now the ultra rich have been awkwardly shoving themselves into the fashion
world, one would ask themselves ‘Why? Don't they already have everything money can buy?’
and the answer to that question is: yes. Amazon has accumulated $275 billion by forcing
Amazon workers to pee in bottle at work to avoid having to take bathroom breaks (Klippenstein,
2021), brokering a billion dollar contract with the Israeli government and miliray despite the
ongoing genocide (Davies & Abraham, 2025), and last but not least Amazon has had meetings
with ICE officials to market its facial recognition products (Singh Guliani, 2018). So the Bezos’s
and the rest of the oligarchs have everything money can buy but now they want everything
money can not buy theoretically speaking of course, which is cultural cachet. They want to
appear cool and look tasteful, they just have one problem: they aren’t cool, they do not have taste

and they never will. Their entire colonization of the planet stands in direct opposition to the very



nature of art, which is creation and innovation, they are only ever capable of destroying. For

every art or fashion movement that has existed there has always been one consistent theme:

freedom, peace, love, equality and equity. Here are some examples of fashion movements that

advocated for social change:

The Hippie Counterculture (1960s—70s) advocated for "peace and love," this movement
rejected materialism and traditional, rigid fashion in favor of comfortable, homemade,
and natural clothing (e.g., tie-dye, patchwork) that symbolized equality (Emma Rosa
Katharina, 2025).

Women'’s Liberation/Dress Reform (19th-20th Century) there were various waves of
feminism that used fashion to fight for equality, from the 1850s "bloomer" costume to
1970s bra-burning, advocating for the liberation of women's bodies from restrictive
clothing (Emma Rosa Katharina, 2025).

The "Black is Beautiful" Movement (1960s—70s): Celebrated African heritage,
encouraging the wearing of natural hair (Afros) and traditional African prints, directly
challenging Eurocentric beauty standards and advocating for racial equality (Emma Rosa
Katharina, 2025).

Anti-War/Protest Fashion: Denim jackets, bandanas, and clothing with political slogans,
especially during the Vietnam War era, functioned as moving billboards for social justice

(Emma Rosa Katharina, 2025).

These movements prove that art and fashion are not just aesthetic, but rather "cultural

layers of our own skin" that mirror and challenge the sociopolitical landscape. Their colonization

of the Met Gala is another pathetic attempt at grasping for clout, and attention within a culture on



the basis of their wealth that seeks to eradicate and destroy with absolutely no justification to
validate it. These people have more money than they could ever spend within their lifetime, they
literally have everything, so why do they still feel the need to partake in something that rages
against everything that they do. This year's theme for the Tech Gala, sorry, Met Gala should have

been “Let them Drink Recycled Data Centre Water”.
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Figure 2. A picture of a protest sign berating Jeff Bezos and Amazon for forcing workers to
urinate in bottles to avoid bathroom breaks.



This year's Met Gala theme of fashion is art was only easy if people are fundamentally
and intellectually capable of understanding that on an emotional level. This was a chance for
celebrities, designers, and stylists to come together with their creativity to be sung together and
be inspired by existing works of art or create a new one. Schiaparelli designed Lauren Sanchez’s
dress for this event, a brand known for its surrealist fashion designs, known for always
incorporating fashion and art together; and yet that's what she chose to wear. Instead they just
approached this event like it was a multiple choice question and copied and pasted them into
garments, that is exactly what Lauren Sanchez, Madonna, and other celebrities did. Some of the
most famous works of art were turned into Halloween costumes or prom dresses and they just
called it a day, this event was a chance for them to use their creative brain cells. People are
interesting when they live and experience life, brilliance can not be bought. We are currently
living in a time where people think they are brilliant for being lucky and rich, not for working

hard for anything, or having their own niche and ideas.

The 2026 Met Gala theme was “Costume Art”, featuring 400 items exploring the dressed
body in art history. The dress code for the event was "Fashion Is Art," prompting celebrity guests
to wear garments that explore the relationship between clothing, the human body, and artistic
expression. The “Costume Art” exhibit highlights the "dressed body" by pairing fashion with
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artworks, categorized into thematic body types, including the “naked body,” “classic body,”
“pregnant body,” and “aging body”. Attendees were expected to interpret and explore the human
form, with many interpretations focusing on sculpture-inspired silhouettes and "naked dresses".
The significance of this theme aimed to highlight fashion as an embodied art form, with Vogue

providing full details on the exhibition's aim to connect garments with the museum's broader art

collections. However, many guests who attended the event clearly missed the mark.


https://www.google.com/search?q=Costume+Art&rlz=1C1GEWG_enUS1213US1213&oq=what+was+the+theme&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgAEAAYgwEYsQMYgAQYigUyEAgAEAAYgwEYsQMYgAQYigUyBggBEEUYOTIMCAIQABgUGIcCGIAEMgYIAxAAGAMyBggEEAAYAzIGCAUQABgDMgcIBhAAGIAEMgcIBxAAGIAEMgcICBAAGIAEMgcICRAAGIAE0gEINDA3OWowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwihvuP49KmUAxWnAHkGHXv7Og0QgK4QegQIARAE
https://www.google.com/search?q=Fashion+Is+Art&rlz=1C1GEWG_enUS1213US1213&oq=what+was+the+theme&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgAEAAYgwEYsQMYgAQYigUyEAgAEAAYgwEYsQMYgAQYigUyBggBEEUYOTIMCAIQABgUGIcCGIAEMgYIAxAAGAMyBggEEAAYAzIGCAUQABgDMgcIBhAAGIAEMgcIBxAAGIAEMgcICBAAGIAEMgcICRAAGIAE0gEINDA3OWowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwihvuP49KmUAxWnAHkGHXv7Og0QgK4QegQIARAF
https://www.vogue.com/article/everything-to-know-met-gala

It is very hypocritical for Anna Wintour to have the Bezos fund the Met Gala this year
given the fact that they are known Trump supporters, who have participated in being yes men in
Trump's regime. Anna Wintour is seen as the most powerful and influential woman in fashion
and media. She has been viewed as an authoritative, often seen as the ultimate gatekeeper of the
fashion industry who has shaped styles, trends, and elevated designers. While admired for her
vision, she has faced criticism for fostering a "Mean Girl" culture, being perceived as cold or
elitist, particularly in the wake of her long, sometimes exclusionary tenure. Fashion is meant to
be a place for people to express themselves and yet this regime is actively silencing people, and
Anna Wintour co-signed on it for a check. It is very frightening how the 1% is buying
generational farms, amassing rental properties like their collecting Pokemon, creating food
conglomerates, and monopolizing the media as well as energy. Yet, eliminating funding for
healthcare, education, living wages, kidnapping hard working immigrants and murdering
American citizens and so much more. However, this is nothing new; anyone who thinks previous
Met Galas were not stacked to the gills with awful millionaires and billionaires that made their
money off of war, misery, and exploitation. That is exactly why the Met Gala has become an
artistic commodification. They donate to the arts so that they can have their names plastered or
engraved on walls or plaques so that they can be immortalized and remembered for their
contributions, how egotistical. The wealth billionaires have is on the blood, health and mental
health of the American people. Innocent people paying the price for the desires of the rich and

powerful is nothing new. Democracy dies in the broad daylight of oligarchy.
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