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0\�VFKRRO�KDG�WZR�VSRUWV�GD\V��WKH�ILUVW�SRUW�GD\�ZDV�IRU�WKH�\RXQJHU�NLGV�DQG�WKH�

VHFRQG�RQH�ZDV�IRU�WKH�ROGHU�NLGV��7KH�VWXGHQWV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�DQ�2O\PSLF�VW\OH�GD\�RI�VSRUWV�WR�

ZLQ�PHGDOV�IRU�WKHLU�WHDP��,�ZDV�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�³5HG�+RXVH´�LQ�P\�SULPDU\�VFKRRO�DQG�,�WRRN�

SULGH�LQ�WKDW��0\�VFKRRO�FRQVLVWHG�RI�WKUHH�³KRXVHV´��WHDPV��5HG��*UHHQ�DQG�<HOORZ��0\�VSRUWV�

KRXVH�XVXDOO\�RQH�PRVW�RI�WKH�HYHQWV�EXW�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�FRXSOH�RI�WLPHV�ZKHUH�ZH�IDLOHG� 

,Q�P\�VFKRRO�ERWK�ER\V�DQG�JLUOV�ZRUH�WKH�VDPH�XQLIRUP�H[FHSW�JLUOV�ZRUH�D�ZUDS�VNLUW�

RYHU�WKHLU�VKRUWV�ZKHQ�ZH�PDUFK�DURXQG�WKH�SDVWXUH��(YHU\RQH�SDUW�WRRN�LQ�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�

VKRHOHVV��EXW�,�VRPHWLPHV�ZRUH�ZKLWH�VRFNV��,�KDG�P\�KDLU�EUDLGHG�DOO�EDFN�ZLWK�D�ULEERQ�SXOOHG�

WKURXJK�RQH�RI�WKH�FRUQURZV�DQG�WLHG�LQWR�D�ERZ��,�DOVR�KDG�UHG�JOLWWHU�VSULQNOHG�LQWR�P\�KDLU�WR�

VXSSRUW�P\�WHDP��� 

6SRUWV�GD\�LV�D�WUDGLWLRQ�,�PLVVHG�GHHSO\�DIWHU�OHDYLQJ�*UHQDGD��(YHU\�VFKRRO�KDG�D�

VSRUWV�GD\��DQG�LW�ZDV�D�ZD\�WR�NHHS�DOO�VWXGHQWV�RI�DOO�DJHV�ILW�ZLOO�KDYLQJ�IXQ��,Q�P\�DJH�JURXS��

,�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�IDVWHU�JLUOV�EHFDXVH�,�KDG�ORQJ�OHJV��,�DP�KDSS\�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�HDUQ�ILUVW��

VHFRQG��DQG�WKLUG�SODFH�PHGDOV�WKURXJKRXW�P\�WLPH�SDUW�WDNLQJ�RQ�WKH�VSRUWV�WHDP�� 
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�7KH�QLJKW�EHIRUH�&KULVWPDV������ZH�VOHSW�DW�P\�DXQW�,PR¶V�SODFH��:H�KDG�D�SDMDPD�SDUW\�

WKDW�QLJKW�DQG�VWD\HG�XS�PRVW�RI�LW��,Q�WKH�PRUQLQJ��WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�FDPH�RYHU�DQG�ZH�KDG�

&KULVWPDV�EUHDNIDVW��$IWHU�EUHDNIDVW�ZH�RSHQHG�WKH�SUHVHQWV�WKDW�ZHUH�DW�P\�DXQW�,PR¶V�SODFH��

)RU�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�ZH�ZHQW�RYHU�WR�P\�RWKHU�DXQW�5KRQGD��KDG�&KULVWPDV�GLQQHU��DQG�RSHQHG�

WKH�UHVW�RI�RXU�SUHVHQWV�WKHUH� 

$URXQG�&KULVWPDV�'D\�,�VWDUWHG�IHHOLQJ�D�ELW�VLFN��EXW�,�GLG�QRW�OHW�WKDW�VWRS�PH�IURP�

HQMR\LQJ�P\�WLPH��)RU�&KULVWPDV�GD\�,�VSHFLILFDOO\�SDFNHG�D�NQLW�VZHDWHU�ZLWK�D�VQRZPDQ�DQG�

OLWWOH�EDOOV�RI�SRPSRPV�ZKLFK�UHSUHVHQWV�VQRZ�RQ�LW��,�VKRZHUHG�WKHQ�ORWLRQHG�SXW�RQ�P\�ORQJ�

-RKQV�WKHQ�VRPH�&KULVWPDV�WLJKWV�WKDW�,�ERXJKW�IURP�0DF\
V��0\�PRP�KDG�JLIWHG�PH�DQG�P\�

VLEOLQJV�&KULVWPDV�SDMDPDV�DORQJ�ZLWK�&KULVWPDV�WKHPHG�VRFNV��,�JRW�WKH�6DQWD�&ODXV�VRFNV��VR�

,�ZRUH�WKHP�WR�WKH�&KULVWPDV�SDUW\��,�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�DV�&KULVWPDVV\�DV�SRVVLEOH��)RU�P\�KDLU�,�

SXOOHG�EDFN�P\�EUDLGV�LQWR�D�SRQ\WDLO�� 

0\�IDPLO\�KDG�SXW�WRJHWKHU�D�FRXSOH�RI�JDPHV�IRU�XV�WR�SOD\�RQ�&KULVWPDV�'D\��2QH�RI�WKH�

JDPHV�ZDV�XQZUDSSLQJ�D�ELJ�SODVWLF�ZUDS�EDOO�WKDW�KDG�SUHVHQWV�RQ�WKH�LQVLGH��WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�

DGXOW�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�JDPH�DQG�D�NLGV¶�YHUVLRQ��,�KDG�WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�WKH�NLGV¶�YHUVLRQ�EHFDXVH�,�

DP�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI�GULQNLQJ��2YHUDOO��LW�ZDV�D�IXQ�GD\��DQG�ZH�DWH�JRRG�IRRG�DOO�RSHQHG�RXU�

SUHVHQWV�DQG�KDG�D�JUHDW�WLPH��7KH�UHVW�RI�P\�YDFDWLRQ�ZDV�DPD]LQJ��EXW�,�ZDV�QRW�IHHOLQJ�YHU\�

ZHOO�DW�WKH�HQG�� 
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�,Q�0DUFK�������DOPRVW�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�VKXW�

GRZQ�GXH�WR�WKH�FRURQDYLUXV��0\���WK�ELUWKGD\�ZDV�0D\��WK�������PHDQLQJ�WKDW�,�ZDV�VWXFN�DW�

KRPH�MXVW�OLNH�PRVW�SHRSOH�RQ�P\�ELUWKGD\���,�NQRZ�,�DP�QRW�WKH�RQO\�SHUVRQ�WKH\�KDG�WR�VSHQG�

WKHLU�ELUWKGD\�LQGRRUV�GXH�WR�WKH�YLUXV��EXW�,�VWLOO�ZDQWHG�WR�FHOHEUDWH�HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�ZRXOG�EH�

VPDOO�DQG�MXVW�ZLWK�P\�IDPLO\��,�GHFLGHG�WR�PDNH�D�GUHVV�IRU�P\���WK�ELUWKGD\�XVLQJ�VRPH�IDEULF�

WKDW�,�DOUHDG\�KDG�IURP�EHIRUH��6LQFH�,�KDG�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�RQ�P\�KDQG��,�KDG�QR�SUREOHP�PDNLQJ�

P\�GUHVV�EHIRUH�P\�ELUWKGD\��,�VNHWFKHG�RXW�ZKDW�,�ZDQWHG�WR�PDNH�EHIRUH��WKHQ�,�VWDUWHG�WR�

GUDIW�WKH�SDWWHUQ�VR�WKDW�,�FRXOG�FXW�RXW�WKH�SLHFHV�IRU�WKH�GUHVV��7KH�GUHVV�ZDV�VLPSOH�EXW�D�OLWWOH�

ELW�WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ�ZKLFK�ZDV�QRW�D�SUREOHP��7KH�IDEULF�,�XVHG�WR�PDNH�WKH�GUHVV�ZDV�D�EOXH�

VWUHWFK\�-HUVH\�IDEULF�� 

6LQFH�LW�ZDV�P\���WK�ELUWKGD\��,�ZDQWHG�WR�FHOHEUDWH�QRW�EHLQJ�D�WHHQDJHU�DQ\PRUH��VR�,�

GHFLGHG�WR�FUHDWH�P\�RZQ�GUHVV�WDNH�D�SKRWR�VKRRW�WR�VLJQLI\�WKDW�,�DP�ROGHU��,�VSHQW�PRVW�RI�P\�

ELUWKGD\�PDNLQJ�WKH�GUHVV��EXW�LW�ZDV�ZRUWK�LW�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�WLPH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�LQ�WKH�QLJKW��,�KDG�D�

YLUWXDO�ELUWKGD\�SDUW\�VR�WKDW�P\�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV�WKDW�FRXOG�QRW�EH�QHDU�PH�FRXOG�FHOHEUDWH�

ZLWK�PH��6LQFH�LW�ZDV�ODWH�DQG�GDUN�RXWVLGH��,�FRXOG�QRW�GR�WKH�SKRWRVKRRW�RQ�P\�ELUWKGD\��EXW�,�

HQGHG�XS�KDYLQJ�WR�VKRRW�WKH�QH[W�GD\��2Q�WKH�GD\�DIWHU�P\�ELUWKGD\�,�FKDUJHG�P\�FDPHUD�VR�

WKDW�P\�GDG�DQG�,�FRXOG�JR�RXWVLGH��DQG�KH�FRXOG�WDNH�SKRWRV�RI�PH�ZLWK�WKH�ELJ�JROG�QXPEHU����

EDOORRQV��,�UH�GUHVVHG�P\VHOI�WKH�ZD\�,�ZDV�RQ�P\�ELUWKGD\�ZLWK�WKH�GUHVV�WKDW�,�PDGH��,Q�

DGGLWLRQ�WR�HDUQ�WKH�VDPH�FORWKLQJ�,�SXW�RQ�EOXH�H\H�VKDGRZ�RYHU�P\�LVODQGV�DORQJ�ZLWK�PDVFDUD�

DQG�FOHDU�OLS�JORVV��,�DOVR�ERUURZHG�P\�PRP
V�EOXH�KHHOV�WKDW�PDWFKHG�WKH�FRORU�RI�P\�GUHVV�IRU�

WKH�SKRWR�VKRRW��7KH�GUHVV�ZDV�RII�WKH�VKRXOGHU�ZLWK�UXIIOHV�DQG�D�WKUHH-OD\HUHG�VNLUW�FXW�DW�

GLIIHUHQW�OHQJWKV� 

 0\���WK�ELUWKGD\�ZDV�VSHFLDO�WR�PH�EHFDXVH�LW�VLJQLILHG�PH�QR�ORQJHU�EHLQJ�D�WHHQDJHU�

DQG�QRZ�EHLQJ�D�WUXH�DGXOW��7KRXJK�PDQ\�SHRSOH�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�DGXOWV�DW�WKH�DJH�RI����,�GLG�QRW�

UHDOO\�IHHO�,�OLNH�DQ�DGXOW�XQWLO�,�WXUQ�����7KH�GUHVV�,�PDGH�ZDV�DOVR�YHU\�VLPSOLVWLF�ZKLFK�WR�PH�


