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What Justifies a Health Law or Policy? Two Views
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What justifies a health law or policy? What makes it good rather than bad,
right rather than wrong? One kind of answer to this question refers to our
moral duties: a law or policy is good or right if it enforces or incentivizes us
to fulfill our moral duties. But | argue that this common view is mistaken.

| give four arguments against this view and develop a very basic Kantian
alternative to it. | argue that rights—rather than moral duties—should be
considered the normative basis for all laws and policies, including those
relating to human health. | will illustrate the differences between the two
approaches by discussing laws governing physician-assisted suicide and
euthanasia. The major arguments and examples are taken from my recent
book, Righting Health Policy (Lexington Books, 2022).
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