
Unit Exam 3 Review Sheet 
*For information about test format, see “Unit Exams” on Openlab. The case for this unit exam will concern either 
selection for, creation of, or elimination of, disability.  

Wendell, S. (1989). Toward a feminist theory of disability.  
1. What is an impairment? What are some clear examples of impairments? 
2. What is a disability? What are some clear examples of disabilities? 
3. According to the “medical model” of disability, what is the relationship between impairment 

and disability?  
4. What does it mean to say that gender is a “social construct”? What view or claim does this 

idea reject? 
5. What does it mean to say that disability is a “social construct”? What model of disability 

does this idea reject? 
6. What is the definition of oppression we discussed in class? 
7. What features of our society’s construction of disability oppress the disabled, according to 

Wendell? 
8. According to Wendell, what is one way in which our construction of disability “silences the 

disabled”? 

Johnson, Harriet McBryde. "Unspeakable Conversations.” 
No questions. 

Barnes, Elizabeth. "Valuing disability, causing disability."  
9. What is the mere difference view, and what common view does it reject?  
10. What are two objections to the mere difference view, discussed in class, that appeal to the 

implications of the mere difference view?  
11. Does Barnes accept the first objection to the mere difference view—that the mere difference 

view permits causing disability? Why or why not? 
12. What principle does Barnes say explains why it would be wrong to make an infant gay or 

disabled? 
13. Does Barnes agree that the mere difference view would forbid removing or preventing 

disability in an infant? Why or why not?  
14. How does Barnes respond to the objection that the mere difference view would forbid 

removing or preventing disability? 

Bognar. Is Disability Mere Difference?  
15. What is the prima facie case for the bad difference view?  
16. In what important way is Barnes’ argument for MD limited?  
17. What are 2-3 different arguments that are sometimes provided in favor of the mere difference 

view? Why does Bognar think these fail? 
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