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Justice I: Libertarian 
Justice



• Deli meat at the deli counter 


• Concert tickets 


• iPhones 


• Christmas gifts in your family 


• Votes 


• Lifeboats on a sinking ship 


• Social Security

Goods distributed according to what material principle of 
justice?



Rights and Duties, Positive and Negative

Right Corollary Duty?
Positive 

or 
Negative?

Right not to be touched 
without consent Duty not to touch without consent Neg

Right against trespass Duty not to trespass Neg

Right to pre-
Kindergarten

Duty (of government) to provide free access to pre-
Kindergarten education Pos



• to each whatever goods they would hold in a world with no 
violations of negative rights

Libertarian principle of justice


