Mihai Iuruc	QueensWay Project Proposal

Queens should have its own “High Line”, called QueensWay. The most important question is: Will QueensWay benefit the surrounding communities environmentally and economically? The QueensWay project is proposed to replace an abandoned rail line stretching from Rego Park to Ozone Park. Since 1962 this 3.5 miles out of service rail line is now an eyesore on the adjacent communities. The rail line is overgrown by vegetation, used as a dumping ground and occupied by homeless people. In 2001 the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) has conducted a feasibility study to re-activate the line but cited high operational and construction costs and abandoned the plan.
Similar projects have proven to be environmentally and economically feasible, such as the High Line in Manhattan and the 606 in Chicago. I would like to see the area revitalize, create new park land, improve environmental conditions and improve quality of life. A feasibility study is being conducted by the Trust of Public Land and various plans are being drawn on how the land can be transformed. While there’s significant support for the project to be built, the Queens Public Transit Committee (QPTC) would like to see the abandoned rail line reactivated. “Hurricane Sandy’s devastating impact on the MTA’s infrastructure is a great motivator for the old rail line to be reactivated”, in order to provide much needed transportation alternative for communities from Far Rockaway to Rego Park.
Three major questions are being emphasized on the project: Where? Why? How?
QueensWay will stretch from Rego Park; pass through Forest Hills, Richmond Hill, Woodhaven and end in Ozone Park. QueensWay will bring ethnic diversity; promote a better green environment and economic development. QueensWay will become an ecological system by absorbing storm water, reduce flooding, implement community gardens and remove unhealthy vegetation. Ecologically the area will be transformed to improve storm water management and prevent erosion and runoff into adjacent properties. Revitalizing the area will bring a much needed biodiversity and prevent damage to the surrounding environment. QueensWay will bring a much needed economic stimulus to the surrounding communities. An estimated $120 million will be injected into the project thus providing temporary and permanent jobs. Surrounding businesses will benefit from the influx or visitors, with an estimated annual $2.2 million in new spending from dining to retail from small mom and pop shops. New businesses and developments will result from the success QueenWay will bring to the communities. Working with Community Boards, Friends of the QueensWay and various city and state agencies to design, develop and maintain the project. A combination of city, state and federal funding, and private contributions will make QueensWay a reality. Governor Cuomo has pledged $467,000 grand for a “fesibility study” and TPL has raised over one million. 
	QueensWay project runs through my Forest Hills neighborhood and I pass the old rail line on a daily basis. I was able to see the degradation and overflown vegetation that has taken over the area. The section I was able to observe, the overpass above Fleet St, was filled with garbage, broken glass, old car tires, down trees, rusted rail lines and black construction bags filled with unknown materials. There were signs of old make shift homeless huts with old mattresses. Seeing this first hand made me realize the importance of QueensWay to Forest Hills and all other communities. Redeveloping this site will revitalize the area, bring a sense of community and provide a multipurpose park to future generations.
	 Making QueensWay a reality will benefit the surrounding communities from Rego Park to Ozone Park. Queens’s population is growing and as a result there will be a continuous influx of visitors from young to old. The current plan calls for a 6 phase development of QueensWay. These phases combined will provide: walk and bike paths, recreational facilities, event spaces, playgrounds, multi-functioning sport areas, community gardening and the redevelopment of the Atlantic Avenue Long Island Rail Road station into a cultural facility. Environmentally, QueensWay, will reduce flooding, absorb run-off rain water, introduce better self-sustained vegetation, implement community gardening and implement new energy, such as solar panels and mini wind turbines, to provide green energy for the various facilities throughout the development. QueensWay will provide a much needed economic infusion for the local businesses and potentially bring in new residential and commercial developments, gentrifying the areas.
	Manhattan has the High Line, Brooklyn has the Brooklyn Navy Yard and Queens should have QueensWay. Seeing the site with my own eyes has made me realize the significance of more green spaces in Queens. Redeveloping the old rail line into a multi-purpose development will benefit the surrounding communities environmentally and economically. It is better to redevelop the area so communities could benefit from an influx of business and tourism, than leave it as is for the benefit of a few home owners, objecting the development because it passes near their back yards.  
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