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In.my slow, pajnstaking, ragged handwriting, 1 copied |nto’m
O \ tablet o<m3ﬁ==m @_.Bam on the first page, down to the pungtuation
Bom Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebraska, Malcolm X :oﬁ 1965) | e

\ : . ;
ol ShAEiOnN Akt o s bl rende \ I beliefe it Sor me a day. Then, aloud, I read back tq myself,
the Organization of A fro- Ame

ement and founded A -
A tten on the tablet. O
rican Unity. In prison, he became a ; ni?.r:w@ i f A g e o
Black Muslim. (He split with
Islam.) “Prison Studies” is exce

o , read my,6wn handwriting; 3
this faith in 1963 to convert to orthodox \ I woke up the :92 Bcaw:m. n:._.:&ﬂm NGO_: thos¢ words—
) rpted from the popular and fascinating
Awutabiography of Malcolm X,
Alex Haley.
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which he cowrote with Roeots author o
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F Many who today hear me v\ ewhere in person, or on television,
or those whogread something e said, will think | went to school far

beyond the eight grade. Thy impression is due entirely to my prison
studies.
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L ¢t first made me feel @ Vol his stock of knowledge. Bimbi had always
QAL ¢ :oooma_sm page, I also learned of people and places and events from

y - taken charge of any conversation he was in, and 1 had tried am% iniaturd)

,;;:1 !E But mos... vowx I picked up had few sentences which didn't contain Iam_.:m"oQ Ackoy $he ictiokiney is RS : mcyeled edia ?S:w

' Ty P P . $ the dictionary's A section had filled awhole fablet-—-and I went on into the

....,,.;44 nve}nno from one to nearly all of the words that might as well have B's. That was the way I started copying whai eventually became the
O ?A, osM” MMW.““WME%WMN _o_mcwrw_”.mﬂanwhwmmmwmgmw w”m_ﬂwﬂh Hmhﬂ entire dictionary. It went a lot faster after so much practice helped me to
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] "< © pick up handwriting speed. Between whi t 1 wrote in my tablet, and
,.vrﬁr‘/_p Norfolk Prison Colony still going through only book-reading motions. m writing letters, during the rest of my time i n:won 1 would mﬁmm 1 wrote
i ~_ Pretty soon, T would have quit even these motions, unless I had received 3

a million words. \é Qaepin;
\. the motivation that I did. o I suppose it émg at as{my wor gw@%

{ I saw that the best thing I could do was to get :o_ao?a_n:o:s. XS . ould:for the. first tiria dick U 'a book Wi real add Bow Loarad
USITGy m -to study, to learn some words. _sam lucky osocm: to reason also ;.5: C P P " 8
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pages. I'd never realizg

words I needed to lea
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numa And the same experience camé when I studied that. With every

an imagine the new world that opened. | Let me tell you something:
o then until 1 left that prison, in every free moment I had, if T was not
.Nx cadihg in the library, I was reading on my bunk. You couldn't have
.ozns e.out of books with a wedge. wnzwng Mr. Muhammad's
Steachings, m gf my visitor§--usually Ella and Reginald--
sapand my reading of books, months passed without my even thinking about

being imprisoned. In fact, up to then, I never had been so truly free in my
life.

ards existed! 1 didn't know ,i:orl..
. Finally, just tostart some kind of action, | cmmms m
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nn_nenn,nm. No university would ask any student to devour literature as 1

did when this new world opened to me, of bemng able to read and

understand. g Han:
I read more in my room than in the library itself, A inmate W g
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ey ) WS Ar:ois to read a lot could check out more than the permitted o and all that. Where else but in prison could/1 have attacked my
Cveae ¢ maximum number of books. I preferred reading in the total isolation of Ay, ignorance by being able to study intensely sometigies as much as fifteen
2 At J My OWn room, : N Yol “hours a day.
[\l . .‘”, ;¢ When I had progressed to really serious reading, every night ,&oi p Rm\
" ten P.M. 1 would be outraged with the “lights out.” It always seemed to. | wien lights z ¥
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Fortunately, right outside mydoor was a corridor light that casta . S gL YO ov \ et
glow into my room, The glow was enough to read by, once my eyes foe) pndt Qﬂ_.:&/ T AN
adjusted to it. So when “lights out” came, | would sit on the floor where | Q,.Euvnoom . dAO e
could ,”%._,.uuzam reading in that glow. Bk =y 1 Qw\“\_ M
gggb t one-hour intervals the night guards paced past every room. ', .’ éwmv
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sleep. And as soon as the guard passed, I got back out of bed onfo ;
oor area of that light-glow, where T would read for another fifty-eight
inutes—until the guard approached again. That went on until three or

four every morning. Three or fours hours of sleep a night was enough for

me. Often in the years in the streets T had slept less than that.
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me. I knew right there in prison that reading fad

course of my life. As I see it today, the ability to\cead -
some lon m% craving to be mentally alive | certainly wasn't
seeking any degree, the way a college copfefs | bol upon its
students. homemade education gave me, with every additional book
that T read,/ a little bif more sensifivity to the deafness, dumbness, and
blindness that wasf othe black race in America. Not longago, an
English wtiter telephoned me from London, asking questions. Onéwas,
"What's ypur alma mater?" I told him, "Books." You will never catch mg /
with a fr¢e fifteen minutes in which I'm not studying something I feel
might be/able to help the black man.

Fivery time I catch a plane. I have with me a book that T want to
read—and that’s a lot of books theses days. If I weren’t out here every
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y am:_,wm&rn white man, T'could spend the rest of my life reading, just
satisfying my curiosity-—because you can hardly mention anything ['m
ot curious about. T don’t think anybody every got more out of going to
prison than [ did. In fact, prison enabled me to study far more intensively
than 1 would have if my life had gone differently and I had attended some

ollege. | imagine that one of the biggest troubles with colleges is there
\re too many distractions, too much panty-raiding(fraternities)a
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