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Sociology 1103: The Family

Course Description:

This course looks at the role of society and culture to understand the Family as an institution and social group.  The emphasis is on the family as a social system in a changing society. Topics will include: marriage, descent, kinship, race, class, gender, age groups, and conflict. We will explore both an historical and cultural understanding of the family.

Course Requirements:

Students are expected to attend the lectures and to have read the assigned reading. The final grade will be based on a midterm (30%), class attendance and participation (10%), a 10-page paper (30%), and a final exam (30%). You will need to bring a #2 pencil for the exams. Exams are based on the readings and lecture presentations.  They consist of multiple choice and essay questions. There will be no make-up exams. In order to receive credit for class attendance you must arrive on time, and attend for the full course period. Your participation grade includes reading before each class because I expect you to participate and contribute comments in class (i.e. Raise your hand and make comments NOT reading a book in the back of the room nor playing on a computer, text messaging etc.). There is a detailed description of the final paper assignment attached. In this paper you will need to use the themes and concepts from the course in your analysis/description of an American Family.  The final exam is cumulative consisting of multiple choice and essay questions. Ethnographic films will be shown throughout the course depending on availability. Optional extra credit may be obtained if you turn in the suggested homework assignments from weeks 4 (due week 5), week 8 (due week 9), week 11 (due week 12) (2 points each).

Texts:

1) Sociology of Marriage and the Family, 5th Edition (SMF) by Scott Coltrane and Randall Collins. ISBN-10: 0534579604  ISBN-13: 9780534579609.

2) Kinship and Family: An Anthropological Reader (KF) Edited by Robert Parkin and Linda Stone. ISBN: 978-0-631-22999-5. 

Course Schedule:

INTRODUCTION: WHAT IS A FAMILY?

Topics include but are not limited to the following: Course outline and requirements, what is the family?, what is the stereotypical American family?, key terms and concepts, theoretical approaches, descent/lineage and marriage/affine.
Week 1 (W 8/27): *family survey

Required Reading: 

1) (SMF) – CH 1 – Sociological Theory – Explaining Families

2) (KF) – Descent and Marriage -- Introduction Robert Parkin

Week 2 (M-Labor Day, W 9/3):

Required Reading:

1) (SMF) – CH 2 – The Social Ingredients of Families

2) (KF) – Kinship and social organization, Lecture One – W.H.R. Rivers

3) (KF) What is Kinship all About? David M. Schneider

WEEKEND HOMEWORK: Your final paper is a project you will be working on throughout the course.  This weekend gather information about your family in order to construct a kinship chart for next week’s in class exercise.

HISTORY

Topics: The history of the family, family organization, trends in the study of kinship

Week 3 (M 9/8, W 9/10): 

Reading Assignment: 

1) (SMF) CH 3 – History of the family I – from kinship politics to patriarchal households

2) (SMF) CH 4 – History of the family II – the Love revolution and the rise of feminism

Week 4 (M 9/15, W 9/17)

1) (SMF) – CH 5 – Family Trends – Twentieth Century families

2) (KF) The Demise and Revival of Kinship --Introduction – Linda Stone

3) (KF) Toward a Unified Analysis of Gender and Kinship – Yanagisako, Fishburne, Collier

WEEKEND HOMEWORK: Write a 1-2 page description of your family.  Beyond the basic description of who you consider to be important members of your family, think about what aspects of your family you find significant or important.  When you think of your family, what is the first impression/the first thing that comes to your mind?  How is your family typical or atypical of American families?

______________________________________________________________________

THEMES: CLASS, RACE, AND ETHNICITY
Topics: Class, Economics, Labor, Media.

Week 5 (M 9/22, W 9/24):
1) (SMF) – CH 6 – Families and Social Class – Families and Work

2) (KF) Has the World Turned? Kinship in Contemporary American Soap Opera – Linda Stone

3)(KF) Kinship, gender, and Mode of Production in Post-Mao China – Hua Han

* No classes Monday September 29 through Thursday October 1

Week 6 (M10/6, 10/8- No class – this topic may continue during week 7):
Topics: Race, Ethnicity.

1) (SMF) – CH 7 – Race, Ethnicity, and Families

2)  (KF) Eggs and Wombs: The Origins of Jewishness: Susan Martha Kahn

WEEKEND HOMEWORK: Start to review the material for your first midterm.  Review lecture notes, write out definitions for key terms, write the main thesis argument for the (KF) articles.  There is only one class in week 7 – so come prepared with any questions you might have regarding the exam.

_______________________________________________________________________

THEME: SEXUALITY 
Topics: Marriage, partnerships, alliances

Week 7: (M 10/13 – Columbus day, W 10/15 – classes this week follow Monday schedule?)
1) (SMF) CH 8 – Love and Marriage markets

2) (KF) Inheritance, Property, and Marriage in Africa and Eurasia – Jack Goody

Week 8: (M 10/20, W 10/22 -1ST MIDTERM)

1) (SMF) CH 9 – Erotic Ties: Marital and Non-marital sex

2) (KF) Gender, Genetics, and Generation: Reformulating Biology in Lesbian Kinship – Corinne Hayden

WEEKEND HOMEWORK: Select at least 2 articles from the reader that you wish to discuss in your final paper.  Write 1-2 pages about each article.  What is the article about? (topic)  What is the author’s thesis? (main argument)  What parts of the article to you agree with?  What parts of the article do you disagree with?  How does the evidence from your family support or refute the evidence from the articles?  If you were to discuss an alternative argument, what would it be?

_______________________________________________________________________

THEMES: GENDER, GENDER ROLES

Topics: Reproduction, Domestic life, raising children, Household work and gender roles
Week 9: (M 10/27, W 10/29) 
1) (SMF) CH 10 – Contraception and Reproduction

2) (KF) Surrogate Motherhood and American Kinship – Helena Ragone.

Week 10 (M 11/3, W 11/5):

Reading Assignment:

1) (SMF) CH 11- Domestic Life – Housework, Power, and Marital satisfaction

2) (KF) The substance of kinship in the heat of the hearth:  Feeding, personhood, and relatedness among Malays in Pulau Lankawi – Janet Carsten

Week 11: (M 11/10, W 11/12): 
Reading Assignment:  

1) (SMF) – CH 12 – Raising Children

2) (KF) Primate Kin and Human Kinship – Robin Fox

WEEKEND HOMEWORK: Think of a preliminary analysis and write a rough draft of your final paper. What did you learn about American culture and the family? Carefully review the assignment again (especially the point breakdown section). Write out a clear thesis statement and a list of topics you will use to prove your argument.

_______________________________________________________________________

 THEMES: VIOLENCE, INEQUALITY, CONFLICT

Topics: violence, sexism, divorce

Week 12: (M 11/17, W 11/19): 
1) (SMF) CH 13 – Family violence

2) (KF) Sexism and Naturalism in the Study of Kinship – Harold W. Scheffler

Week 13 (M 11/24, W 11/26):
1) (SMF) – CH 14 – Divorce and Remarriage – Coupling and uncoupling

2) (KF) Terminology and Affinal Alliance – Introduction – Robert Parkin

WEEKEND HOMEWORK: Clean up your final paper.  Check for spelling and grammar errors.  Do you have a clear thesis statement?  Does each paragraph have a topic sentence? Have you written a summary and concluding paragraph?

_______________________________________________________________________

THEMES: AGE GROUPS, LIFE COURSE TRANSITIONS, AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

Week 14: (M 12/1, W 12/3): 
1) (SMF) – CH 15 – Life Course Transitions

** FINAL PAPER DUE MONDAY – no late papers, no emailed papers.

Week 15: (M 12/8, W 12/10): 
1) (SMF) CH 16 – The Future of Families

2) (KF) Contemporary Directions in Kinship – Introduction – Linda Stone

December 15th and 18 will be used to finish up course material and answer questions regarding the final.

** FINAL EXAMS:  Monday December 22* 

Anthropology 1103:  Family Final Paper Project

Worth 30 points

Due Monday 12/1

Objectives:

The objective of this assignment is to have you conduct a fieldwork project and write an analysis based on the themes from the course. You are all “experts” on your own family.  You will be collecting information and analyzing aspects of your own family using two articles from the Kinship and Family reader by Parkin and Stone. Do not use outside sources from the internet or other articles, as you will not receive credit.  I am looking for your ability to read and process the articles from the reader.  Looking at American families as depicted in either early historical understandings of the family (week 3 & 4) and/or as depicted in popular culture, describe how your family either supports and/or refutes this depiction of the family.

There are 4 parts to this paper:

1) Describe the stereotype you wish to address. 

2) Describe a theme from the course as it applies to your observations and analysis. Will you be talking about family organization? Gender roles? Depictions of Class, Race, or Ethnicity? (Look at weekly subheadings)

3) Give a detailed description of 2-3 articles from the reader that addresses the same theme you wish to discuss in connection to the family.  Discuss how you agree and/or disagree with the author’s analysis.

4) Attach a kinship chart of your family based on the in class exercise.

Develop a thesis:
Ask yourself

1) To what theoretical body of work does the experience of my data address? (For our purposes – what 2 articles from our reading can I use to explain the information I observed?)

2) How does my data about my family add (or contest) the literature?

Your thesis should include three parts: What, How, and Why.

1) WHAT is your objective? (What will you argue, describe, critique, compare, contrast, etc.?)

Your objective for this assignment is to describe a stereotype about the American family. Does your family support this depiction of the family? Keep focused on your objective -- don't stray from your objective.  Every single paragraph in your paper should support your thesis.  The first sentence in each paragraph needs a topic sentence that connects the topic of the paragraph to your thesis.
2) HOW will you prove WHAT you said?

The thesis tells the reader how you intend to prove your point -- you will be drawing your conclusions from the data you collected about your family as well as supporting information from the course materials. Use information that will support your argument.

3) WHY are you writing this paper? (What will I show, prove, challenge, etc.?)

By doing WHAT you are supposed to do (describe a stereotype of the American family), and HOW you are going to do this (by presenting evidence from the data you gathered about your own family), you will show, prove, challenge ______.  Ask yourself why it is important to prove your point.  My argument is important because ________.

[Theme: Gender roles]

Stereotypical gender roles in the American family depict the man as breadwinner and woman as housewife, however in my family my father is the primary caregiver.  Due to his experience assuming a stereotypical female role, he has faced ridicule and disapproval indicating the social inequities of gender roles in American society. [Each paragraph in the analysis presents a topic to support this argument.  Various topics may include examples of how the father faced disapproval as the “house husband” and then explain why this is an example of gender inequality.  Use articles that either explain what are the typical gender roles in an American household and/or articles that explore inequality]
[Theme: Conflict/family organization]

The stereotype of a perfect American family consists of a husband and wife.  Despite my parents divorce, I intend to prove that non-traditional families can provide stable and loving households for children.

[Each paragraph in the analysis presents a topic to support this argument.  Topics may refute assumptions about single headed households as being less capable of raising children as well as households with both parents. Use articles that address the issue of divorce and/or childrearing].

[Theme: Class]

Working class families as depicted in American television sitcoms give a distorted image of the family.  By looking at ______ television show, and relating it to my own family experience, I will prove that these programs reinforce social inequality.

[Each paragraph in the analysis presents a topic to support the argument. Various topics may address how the TV program presents one picture of the working class family while your family experience presents a different view.  Explain why this distortion is problematic (or not).  Use articles that address the theme of class and the family.  Use articles that explore the impact of popular culture on our understanding of the family]

**Grading (Please read this section carefully)

The final paper is worth 30% of your grade. This assignment is designed for you to work on throughout the entire course (not the week before it is due).  It is a very time consuming project, hence please follow the project suggested deadlines, and start early.

POINT BREAKDOWN:

1) The First part of your paper introduces your subject, and thesis. This should be ½ to 1 page long.

A) Your first paragraph of your paper should briefly outline the goals of the paper and state your main thesis. It reveals the one central problem that is going to be addressed: How is my family experience related to American culture’s stereotype of the family? Describe the stereotype you wish to address.  State your thesis in one sentence or paragraph. Do you agree with this stereotype or do you intend to disprove it? What is your argument and how do you intend to prove it? Why is my point important? You will be using the rest of the paper to prove this argument. You must have a thesis statement. (5 points)
2) The second part of your paper is data analysis.  Using your raw data (your understandings of your family) critically analyze two articles to support your thesis statement.  (Approximately 8 pages) (15 Points)

A) Describe your family in relation to themes from the course. Use the data about your family to support your thesis. You may quote a person you interviewed to support your analysis. Long quotations should be single spaced and indented. Quotations should be no longer than 1/3 of the page. You can briefly describe anecdotal evidence – describe a situation that occurred and then analyze it in the context of your thesis.

B) Describe two to three articles of your choice in detail.  Describe the work objectively.  What was the article about?  What was the author’s thesis statement?  Do you agree?  What parts of the article explain or give insight into your family experience? (Up to 5 points per article). You may use more than 3 articles but I will only give up to 10 points for well-developed descriptions.  It is better to describe 2-3 articles well, than a number of articles poorly.  Notice how many points are being given for your understanding and application of the articles.  Devote attention to your use of the articles.

C) REMEMBER each paragraph should be evidence to prove your thesis. Each paragraph should begin with a topic sentence -- the sentence in a paragraph that conveys its main idea. The first sentence should state the topic of the paragraph and how it proves the thesis. It states the main idea of that paragraph and sums up briefly its importance for understanding your central argument.  Relate the ideas from the articles to your data in each paragraph. A typical paragraph should consist of:

i. A topic sentence – Explain how the topic you use proves your thesis. 

ii. A description of an element from your family to be used as evidence of the topic.

iii. A description of a part of an article.

iv. Analyze – argue how your evidence from your family supports or refutes the article.  Explain how this paragraph supports your thesis statement.

D) Use the concepts, terms, and themes that you have learned in the course in your analysis. 

3) You should have a final paragraph that summarizes your conclusions.  This should be ½ to 1 page long.  Spend extra time working on your concluding paragraph, as it is an important opportunity for you to review your main arguments. (5 points) 

4) Attach Kinship Chart.  We will draw drafts of the kinship charts in class and I expect neatly drawn and correct kinship charts. These can be hand drawn. (5 points)
4) Format (POINT DEDUCTIONS)
A) 10 full pages double-spaced and typed.

B) 1 inch margins, 10 to 12 pt. font. (Do not stretch your paper with unnecessary spaces, headers, etc.)

C) Please attach your kinship chart to the back of your 10-page paper.

D) Please attach a bibliography to the back of your paper – use proper citations.

E) I will deduct points for improper citations.

F) I will deduct points for excessive grammar and spelling errors.

PLEASE NOTE: NO LATE PAPERS. Late papers will automatically receive a grade deduction of 1 point per day. (This includes weekends) No emailed papers. You must hand me your paper in class. NO PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE FINAL EXAM. Plagiarism will not be tolerated and can result in an automatic F for the course.  All forms of academic dishonesty, plagiarism, and cheating will be reported to the ombudsperson.  All outside sources must be cited or else this is a form of plagiarism. If you do refer to or quote from a book, article, or internet source, you must attach a bibliography.

CAMPUS RESOURCES THAT MAY HELP YOU IN THIS CLASS

Atrium Learning Center: Atrium Building G-18, Director: Judith Rockway, Phone: 718.260.5874, jrockway@citytech.cuny.edu
The Atrium Learning Center (ALC) through its extensive computer labs, workshops and tutoring offers assistance to students across the entire college population.

The Student Support Services Program (SSSP) :  Atrium Building 237 (A-237)

Director: Faith Fogelman, Voice: 718.260.5143, TTY: 718.260.5443, Fax: 718.254.8539, ffogelman@citytech.cuny.edu
Student Support's mission is to provide students with disabilities -- physical/hidden/learning, affective mood disorders and temporary conditions -- with the tools, services and accommodations necessary for achievement. All initiatives focus on academic success for retention, graduation and transition to professional employment.

Student Computing Helpdesk:  Namm First Floor Information Booth, Phone: 718.260.4900 E-mail: helpdesk@campus.citytech.cuny.edu
Counseling Services Center:  Namm Hall (N-108), Director: Cynthia Bink, Phone (Namm): 718.260.5030

The mission of the Counseling Services Center is to support and promote the educational, psychological and career development of students. Our focus is on offering counseling services that will help you succeed in college. Please take a few minutes to explore our web site and learn about our workshops as well as our individual and support group services.
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