SYLLABUS – Fall 2016
New York City College of Technology

Social Science Department


COURSE CODE: 
ANTH 1103- D604-LEC (27092)
TITLE: 
GENDER, CULTURE, & SOCIETY, Mondays 11:30-2:00, Room 1022 Namm
Number of class hours, lab hours if applicable, credits:

3 Class Hours, 3 Credits, BS core

Enrollment requirements: Certification reading and writing

Satisfies Flexible Core – World Cultures & Global Issues
INSTRUCTOR

Dr. Lisa Pope Fischer

LPopeFischer@citytech.cuny.edu
718-260-5742

Namm 627, Office Hours Mondays 2:00-3:00, Tuesdays 1-2:00
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 



This course looks at gender development from a historical, economic, sociological, psychological and anthropological perspective.  Focus is on reading and research concerning gender with an analytical emphasis on biological versus cultural orientations in the literature. This course will weave a general history of the study of gender with a series of articles that illustrate the range and scope of the discipline. We will study the categories of male and female and the relations between them from a cross-cultural perspective as a way to give a new perspective on our own urban society. Ethnographic films will be shown throughout the course depending on time and availability.

Questions to be addressed in the course include: (a) What does culture have to do with sex and gender? In other words, how do different cultures define and use gender? (b) What does it mean to use a feminist perspective? (c) How can a global understanding of gender from an anthropological perspective help us to better understand our community, and our society around us? (d) How does a study of disempowerment in relation to gender apply more broadly to understandings of other forms of power and control / prejudice?

A general overall theme of the course looks at issues of power and oppression, however we will also focus on four themes and how they relate to issues of gender: 1) Women’s Spheres (Gendered spaces, work, stereotypes), 2) Constructions of gendered identity, 3) Cultural Expressions of gender, 4) Nature/Nurture Debate.  These themes often overlap and intersect.  

COURSE CO/PREREQUISITE (S): 



CUNY proficiency in reading and writing

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK (S) and/or MATERIALS* 

1) TITLE: Gender & Difference in a Globalizing World. (G & D)

EDITION: 1st, 2010, ISBN:978-1-57766-598-4

AUTHOR: Francis Mascia Lees 

PUBLISHER: Prospect Heights, Illinois: Waveland Press, Inc. 

2) ADDITIONAL REQUIRED MATERIALS: Additional Articles can be accessed from the CityTech Library article database EBSCO or JSTOR or posted on blackboard. To access article databases, go to city tech library website, click on “article” search, select database such as “EBSCO” or  “JSTOR,” to print article select “pdf” file. [I want you to learn how to access peer reviewed articles]. To access Blackboard, log onto the CUNY portal, click on the marker for this class, select “course documents”, and then download documents.
SEQUENCE OF TOPICS AND TIME ALLOCATIONS (week by week 

Course Schedule:

WEEK 1 (Classes Begin: Thursday August 25, 2016) (No class)
SECTION 1: SITUATING GENDER AND DIFFERENCE WITHIN ANTHROPOLOGY

WEEK 2 Monday August 29, 2016 – first day for this class)

Topics: INTRODUCTION: What is Gender? 
[HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE]Topics: Background history to the study of Gender and Anthropology Theme: Women’s Sphere --Filling in the gaps. Reclaiming female domain. Feminism, work, and career.
( Mandatory Reading Assignment:  

1) “Gender, Difference, and Globalization” CH1 (G & D)

2) “History of Gender and Difference” CH 2 (G & D)

3) Friedan, Betty. "The Problem Than Has No Name. The Feminist Mystique." American Journal of Health 100, no. 9 (September 2010): 1582-1584.
Optional Reading:

1. Fraser, Benson P., William J. Brown, Corey Wright and Steven L. Kiruswa “Facilitating Dialog About Development Through Digital Photoraphy:  Seeing Through the Eyes of Maasai Women,” Journal of International and Intercultural Communication, Vol. 5, No. 1, Febuary 2012, pp. 20-42.

2. Ward, Cynthia ‘Truths, Lies, Mules and Men: Through “Spy-glass of Anthropology” and What Zora Saw There.” Western Journal of Black Studies Winter 2012, Vol. 36, Issue 4, P 301-313.
•ASSIGN ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS – use worksheet posted on Blackboard to prepare for presentations
WEEK 3: Monday September 5 is the Labor Day holiday, this class will meet *Monday September 12.
WEEK 4 Monday 9/12/15 [BIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE]
[ECONOMIC/HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE]Topics: Political Economy, Ethnocentricism /cultural Relativism, Race, Colonialism, Post Colonialism Themes: Identity & Power & oppression --  Constructions of (racial) identity; Impact of Capitalism/Western Society/Globalization (neo-colonialism), The cultural “other”

( Mandatory Reading Assignment:  

1)“The Politics of Anthropology” Ch 3 (G & D) 

2 ) Gruenbaum, Ellen. "Sexuality Issues in the Movement to Abolish Female Genital Cutting in Sudan." Medical Anthropology Quarterly 20, no. 1 (2006): 121-138.

Optional:
1) Jones, Cecily; “'Human weeds, not fit to breed?': African Caribbean women and reproductive disparities in Britain.” Critical Public Health, Vol 23(1), Mar, 2013 pp. 49-61.

ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS
ASSIGN STUDENTS TO 4 RESEARCH GROUPS: *Preparation for Fulton Mall Survey next week – assign groups and blocks, explain assignment, do observation exercise (Posted on Blackboard)

SECTION 2: NATURALIZING GENDER AND DIFFERENCE 

WEEK 5: Monday 9/19/16 – PSYCHOLOGICAL & ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE] Topics: Nature / Nurture, Race, Biology, Science as cultural construct Theme: Nature/Nurture -- Constructions of (gender) identity (based on biology or culture)
( Mandatory Reading Assignment: 
1) “Sex Differences: Nature and Nurture” Ch 4 ( G & D) 

2) Fausto-Sterling, Anne “How to Build a Man” p244-248 (construction of sex/gender, nature/culture) or “Society Writes Biology / Biology Constructs Gender” Daedalus , Vol. 116, No. 4, Learning about Women: Gender, Politics, and Power (Fall, 1987), pp. 61-76
Optional Reading (Available from City tech library article database JSTOR or EBSCO): 

1) Blanchard, Ray. "Fraternal Birth Order, Maternal Immune Reactions, and Homosexuality in Men." Politics and theLIfe Sciences 19, no. 2 (September 2000): 157-159.
2) Choi, Precilla Y.L.; “Genes and gender roles: Why is the nature argument so appealing?” Psychology, Evolution & Gender, Vol 3(3), Dec, 2001 pp. 279-285.

ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS
* After the Article presentations for the day, we will walk over to the Fulton Mall to conduct a fieldwork survey exercise, and perhaps lay the foundation for your poster presentation projects. 

 WEEK 6: Monday 9/26/15   [Film: Masai Woman]Topics: How is gender constructed? How do you learn your gender roles? Theme: Nature/Nurture - Constructions of (gender) identity (based on culture)

*5 – page typed, double spaced, 1 inch margin, observation paper due.  (Refer to detailed description of assignment with grading rubric on Blackboard)
( Mandatory Reading Assignment:  (Lang and Kuhnle 2008)
1)  “Evolution of Gender and Difference” CH 5 (G & D)

2) Hausman, Bernice. "Do Boys Have to Be Boys? Gender, Narrativity, and the John Joan Case." NWSA Journal 12, no. 3 (Autumn 2000): 114-138.



Optional Reading (Available on JSTOR):

1). Bacigalupo, Ana Mariella. "The Mapuche Man Who Became a Woman Shaman: Selfhood, Gender Transgression, and Competing Cultural Norms." American Ethnologist 31, no. 3 (August 2004): 440-457.

2) Lang, Claudia, and Ursula Kuhnle. "Intersexuality and Alternative Gender Categories in Non-Western Cultures." Hormone Research 69 (2008): 240-250.

3) Schnarch , Brian (1992) “Neither Man nor Woman: Berdache — A Case for Non-Dichotomous Gender Construction” Anthropologica , Vol. 34, No. 1 (1992), pp. 105-121.

. 
ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS
*OBSERVATION PAPERS DUE TODAY
WEEK 7: Monday 10/3/16 – No classes 10/2-10/4,  Our class will meet Thursday October 6 (Monday schedule)

Midterm exam today

*FIRST MIDTERM EXAM COVERS REQUIRED READINGS AND ARTICLES FROM WEEKS 1-7, Chapters from textbook 1-5, sections 1-2. Essay question: Analysis of film or surprise image, discussion of article, application of key terms. (Please download test review materials from Blackboard).
WEEK 8: Monday October 10, 2016 – Columbus Day – No classes

SECTION 3: POLITICAL ECONOMY & THE PRODUCTION OF CULTURE
[Film: Paris of Burning]

*The theories in this section are challenging, hence it is especially important that you read the textbook chapters very carefully in this section (CH 6, 7,and 8)

WEEK 9: Monday 10/17/16 – ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE]Topics: Materialist theories, Exchange systems (Reciprocity, Redistribution, Market). Consumption, Gender oppression, labor, and type of society. Theme: Cultural Expressions - Power and Oppression (based on type of society)

( Mandatory Reading Assignment:  

1) “Production, Capitalism, Ideology, and the State” CH 6 (G & D)

2) Eisend, Martin, and Jana Möller. "The Influence of TV Viewing on Consumers' Body Images and Related Consumption Behavior." Marketing Letters 18, no. 1/2 (June 2007): 101-116.


Optional:  
1) Auster, Carol J. and Claire S. Mansbach “The Gender Marketing of Toys: An Analysis of Color and Type of Toy on the Disney Store Website” in Sex Roles (2010) 67: 375-388.

2) Jeffries, Laura “The Revolution Will Be Sooo Cute: YouTube “Hauls” and the Voice of Young Female Consumers” in Studies in Popular Culture, Vol. 33, No. 2 (Spring 2011), pp. 59-75.

3) Kangas, Beth. "Common Ideas About Medical Tourism: Gender, Class, and Globality in Yemenis' Medical Travel." Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 36, no. 2 (Winter 2011): 327-332.

4) Schultz, Ulrike; Maccawi, Asia; Tayseer_El- Fatih.” Women and Finance in Sudan: A Case Study in Greater Omdurman and Khartoum.” Ahfad Journal. Jun2006, Vol. 23 Issue 1, p36-49.

ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS
POSTER HOMEWORK: Hand in a brief description of your group’s topic.

*IN CLASS FORMS OF EXCHANGE EXERCISE

 WEEK 10: Monday 10/24/15 [ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE]Topics: Capitalism, Consumption and its impact on oppression. Capitalism, Globalization and social inequities. Themes: Cultural Expressions & Identity --Impact of Capitalism/Western Society/Globalization; Power & oppression (Show film: Paris is Burning)
( Mandatory Reading Assignment:  

1) “ The Global Economy, Neoliberalism, and Labor” CH 7 ( G & D)

2) Bordo, Susan. ""Material Girl": The Effacement of Postmodern Culture." In Gender/Sexuality Reader: Culture, History, Political Economy, by Roger Lancaster and Micaela di Leonardo, 335-360. New York: Routledge, 1997. (Consumption, magazine images, pop culture, the body, and postmodernism, constructions of gender and race oppression)
.

Optional Reading (Available on JSTOR): 

1) Lieberman, Marcia R. "Someday My Prince Will Come: Female Acculturation Through Fairytale." College English 34, no. 3 (1972): 383-39.

2) Shepard, Benjamin “The Battle of Brooklyn: World City and Space of Neighborhood” in Theory in Action, Vol. 6, No. 2, April 2013, pp 15-51
ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS
Film: Paris is Burning

POSTER HOMEWORK: hand in a detailed description of the research methods your group intends to use (methodology).

WEEK 11:  Monday 10/31/16 (Midterm Grades)

 [ANTHROPOLOGICAL & CULTURAL THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVE]Topics:  Structuralism (Levi Strauss & Ortner), Practice/ Habitus (Bourdieu), Cultural Studies Theme: Women’s Sphere, Identity, Nature/Nurture -- (Theories to explain) power, oppression, resistance.

( Mandatory Reading Assignment:  

1) “Producing Culture: From Structure to Agency” CH 8 (G & D)

*2) Ortner, Sherry. "Is Female to Male as Nature is to Culture." In Feminist Anthropology a Reader, edited by Ellen Lewin. New York: Blackwell Publishing, 2006.  (Example of a structuralist approach, used to explain oppression of women)
3 ) Butler, Judith. "Gender is Burning: Question of Appropriation and Subversion." In Theory in Contemporary Art Since 1985, by Zoya Kocur and Simon Leung, 381-395. New York: Wiley Blackwell, 2012.
http://pica.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/gender-is-burning.pdf
Optional:

1. Crous, Marisa Ellen. "Gendering at Work: The Production, Performance and Regulation of Gendered Subjects at a Stellenbosch Restaurant." South African Review of Sociology 41, no. 2 (2010): 15-22.

2. Franklin II, Clyde W. “The Black Male Urban Barbershop as a Sex-Role Socialization Setting” Sex Roles. May85, Vol. 12 Issue 9/10, p965-979.
ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS
POSTER HOMEWORK: hand in a brief description of the research articles from this course your group has chosen to use in their presentation.

WEEK 12: Monday 11/7/16
*SECOND MIDTERM EXAM COVERS REQUIRED READINGS AND ARTICLES FROM WEEKS 6-9, Textbook chapters 6-8, sections 3, Essay question: Analysis of film or surprise image, discussion of article, application of key terms.

SECTION 4: THE PERSONAL AS POLITICAL  [Film: Thin]
WEEK 13: Monday 11/14/16 ANTHROPOLOGICAL & CULTURAL THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVE]Topics: Changing ideas of the body, Violence, Oppression & control of the body,  Theme: Identity, & Cultural Expressions --Power & oppression (related to language & discourse); Constructions of identity (femininity)

( Mandatory Reading Assignment:  

1) “Embodying Politics” CH 9 ( G & D)

2) Gooldin, Sigal. "Being Anorexic: Hunger, Subjectivity, and Embodied Morality." Medical Anthropology Quarterly 22, no. 3 (2008): 274-296.
3)  Zheng, Tiantian. "Embodied Masculinity: Sex and Sport in a (Post) Colonial Chinese City." The China Quarterly 190 (June 2007): 432-450.
Optional: 
1). Ahmed, Leila. A Quiet Revolution. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2012. (refer to Mascia-Lees textbook 63-66- raising questions about cultural relativism & political engagement. This can also be viewed as a form of agency). Explores the Muslim veil’s resurgence from Middle East to America. Looks at young Muslim women who wear the veil as an expression of identity, and resistance. (Excerpts from her book Posted on Blackboard). 
2) Chapman, Jean “Violence Against Women in Democratic India: Lets Talk Misogyny” In Social Scientist, Vol. 42,  No. 9/10 (September-October 2014), pp. 49-61.

ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS
POSTER HOMEWORK: hand in thesis statement
WEEK 14: Monday 11/21/16  [ANTHROPOLOGICAL & PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE]Topics: Gender personality, identity, subjectivity/objectivity, language & discourse. Theme: Identity, & Cultural Expressions -- Power & oppression (related to language & discourse); Constructions of identity [Show film: Thin]
( Mandatory Reading Assignment:  

1) “Minding Gender and Difference” CH 10

2) Tannen, Deborah. "He Said, She Said." Scientific American Mind 21, no. 2 (May/June 2010): 55-59.
Optional Reading (Available on JSTOR): 

1) Bamana, Gaby “Tea Practices in Mongolia: A Field of Female Power and Gendered Meanings” Asian Ethnology, Vol. 74, No. 1 (2015), pp. 193-214

2) Candelario, Ginetta. "Hair Race-ing: Dominican Beauty Culture and Identity Production." Meridians 1, no. 1 (Autumn 2000): 128-156.

3) Fordham, Signithia. "Those Loud Black Girls: (Black) Women, Silence, and Gender "Passing" in the Academy." Anthropology and Education Quarterly 24, no. 1 (March 1993).

WEEK 15: Monday 11/28/16 ANTHROPOLOGICAL & CULTURAL THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVE]Topics: What role do images (media, film, photos) have in understandings of gender and forms of disempowerment? Themes: Cultural Expressions, & Identity --  Power & oppression (through images & film)

( Mandatory Reading Assignment:  

1) Welsh, Andrew. "On the Perils of Living Dangerously in Slasher Horror Films: Gender Differences in Association Between Sex and Survival." Sex Roles 62, no. 11/12 (June 2010): 762-773.
2) Sherman, Sharon. "Perils of the Princess: Gender and Genre in Video Games." Western Folklore 56, no. 3/4 (1997): 243-258.
Optional (available on JSTOR): 

1) Singer, Marc. ""Black Skins" and White Masks: Comic Books and the Secret of Race." African American Review 36, no. 1 (Spring 2002): 107-119.
2) Albury, Kath “Selfies, Sexts, and Sneaky Hats: Young People’s Understandings of Gendered Practices and Self Representation” in International Journal of Communication, 2015, Vol 9, PP 1734-1745.
ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS
POSTER HOMEWORK: DO FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR YOUR PRESENTATIONS

*IN CLASS NARRATIVE / THERAPEUTIC WRITING EXERCISE

WEEK 16: Monday 11/5/16    [POSTER PRESENTATIONS
Attendance is mandatory, All posters must be set up at the start of class for review)
Posters that investigate cultural patterns in order to explore the affect . . .
1. Theme: Women’s Spheres (Spaces, Stereotypes, gendered jobs, etc.). Group 1:

2. Theme: Construction of identity Group 2: 

3. Theme: Cultural Expressions Group 3: 

4. Theme:  Nature/Nurture Debate Group 4: 

WEEK 17 FINAL EXAMS  12/12/16 

: [ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE]Topics: Traditional anthropological approaches vs. contemporary applications, sex & sexuality, reproduction politics, Definitions of motherhood, family and marriage.  Themes: Women’s Sphere --Filling in the gaps/reclaiming female domain (motherhood, family, domestic), sex & sexuality & gender roles.

( Mandatory Reading Assignment:  

1) “Reproducing Gender and Difference” Ch 11 (G & D) 

2) Hondagneu-Sotelo, and Ernestine Avila. ""I'm Here But I'm There": The Meanings of Latina Transnational Motherhood." Gender and Society 11, no. 5 (October 1997): 548-571..
3) Cadigan, R. Jean. "Women-to-Women Marriage: Practices and Benefits in Sub-Saharan Africa." Journal of Comparative Family Studies 39, no. a (Spring 1998): 89-98.

ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS
*Final Exam for this class Monday December 19, 2016

COURSE INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES/ASSESSMENT METHODS

	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ASSESSMENT METHODS

	1. Have an understanding of Anthropological fieldwork
	1. Students design a research plan and explain their methodology in group poster project.

	2.  Able to articulate Interdisciplinary themes and concepts used to analyze gender issues.

	2.  Students apply the themes and concepts of the course to a group poster presentation.  Students must apply the main thesis or theme from 3 of the articles from the assigned reading to their analysis. Exam essays test ability to articulate themes and concepts.


	3.  Have an understanding of the key concepts in themes from the course (Nature (culture) or Nurture (biology), gender/sex, identity, power & oppression, globalization, & the female domain, etc.)


	3. Questions on exams and themes applied to group project and exam essays

	4. Have an understanding & sensitivity for a variety of cultures constructions of gender.
	4.  Essay questions on exams, class discussions, and projects.


GENERAL EDUCATION LEARNING OUTCOMES/ASSESSMENT METHODS

	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ASSESSMENT METHODS

	1. KNOWLEDGE:  Students develop a knowledge of the concepts and theories deployed by anthropologists in particular but also interdisciplinary perspectives, in their analysis of cultural and social issues particularly as they relate to gender.
	1. Research poster project and exams.

	2 SKILLS: Students develop and use the tools needed for communication, inquiry, analysis and productive work.
	2. Research poster project and exams. [Abstract, thesis, methodology, literature review, analysis]

	3. INTEGRATION:

Students work productively within and across disciplines.
	3.  Research poster project and exams. [Research articles from different disciplines]

	4. VALUES, ETHICS, AND RELATIONSHIPS: Students understand and apply values, ethics, and diverse perspectives in personal, civic, and cultural/global domains
	4. Research poster project and exams.


ASSIGNMENTS and other course requirements*

Students are expected to read all assigned materials in preparation for each class. Reading comprehension of the main thesis of each article is essential.  Several exams are given throughout the semester.  Students will work on a particular theme throughout the course and present a group poster at the end.  The final exam will consist of essay questions related to these theme projects.  Explicit details of these assignments will be handed out in class and posted on Blackboard. No late projects will be accepted leading to an automatic “F”.  Any form of cheating or plagiarism will result in an automatic “F” and a formal report to the college. (See Academic Integrity Statement below)

METHOD OF GRADING – elements and weight of factors determining students’ grade*

Attendance (arrive on time & attend full course period): 5%

Participation (raising hand and actively contributing to class discussion) 5%

5 page observation paper related to gender, and fieldwork at Fulton mall 10%

Brief 10 minute article presentation to class (10%)

Group Peer Reviewed Poster Project (30%) 

2 Midterm tests (20 %) – there are NO MAKE-UPS, but I will drop the lower score.  You need a #2 pencil.

Final exam (20%) – Multiple choice & Essay (Ability to develop thesis, discuss articles, and themes & theories of course).

CITYTECH GRADE POINTS:
	A
	93-100
	B
	83-86.9
	C
	70-76.9
	WU
	Unofficial Withdrawal –More than 3 absents

	A-
	90-92.9
	B-
	80-82.9
	D
	60-69.9
	
	

	B+
	87-89.9
	C+
	77-79.9
	F
	59.9 below
	
	


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY STATEMENT

Students and all others who work with information, ideas, texts, images, music, inventions, and other intellectual property owe their audience and sources accuracy and honesty in using, crediting, and citing sources. As a community of intellectual and professional workers, the College recognizes its responsibility for providing instruction in information literacy and academic integrity, offering models of good practice, and responding vigilantly and appropriately to infractions of academic integrity. Accordingly, academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and at New York City College of Technology and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. The complete text of the College policy on Academic Integrity may be found in the catalog.

COLLEGE POLICY ON ABSENCE/LATENESS 

A student may be absent without penalty for 10% of the number of scheduled class meetings during the semester.  As this class meets once a week the allowable absent is two classes.
CAMPUS RESOURCES THAT MAY HELP YOU IN THIS CLASS

Atrium Learning Center: Atrium Building G-18, Director: Judith Rockway, Phone: 718.260.5874, jrockway@citytech.cuny.edu
The Atrium Learning Center (ALC) through its extensive computer labs, workshops and tutoring offers assistance to students across the entire college population. Tutors can help you develop a thesis statement and topic sentences.

The Student Support Services Program (SSSP) :  Atrium Building 237 (A-237)

Director: Faith Fogelman, Voice: 718.260.5143, TTY: 718.260.5443, Fax: 718.254.8539, ffogelman@citytech.cuny.edu
Student Support's mission is to provide students with disabilities -- physical/hidden/learning, affective mood disorders and temporary conditions -- with the tools, services and accommodations necessary for achievement. All initiatives focus on academic success for retention, graduation and transition to professional employment.

Student Computing Helpdesk:  Namm First Floor Information Booth, Phone: 718.260.4900 E-mail: helpdesk@campus.citytech.cuny.edu
Counseling Services Center:  Namm Hall (N-108), Director: Cynthia Bink, Phone (Namm): 718.260.5030

The mission of the Counseling Services Center is to support and promote the educational, psychological and career development of students. Our focus is on offering counseling services that will help you succeed in college. Please take a few minutes to explore our web site and learn about our workshops as well as our individual and support group services.

Taught Fall 2016
WEEK 6 Monday - ACTIVITY: FIELDSITE OBSERVATION EXERCISE: Gentrification in Brooklyn: A Study of the change, revitalization and/or systems of hegemony? A look at the Fulton Mall.
Field site collection of data – a survey of the Fulton Mall area (A street about 2 blocks from City Tech).  This area exemplifies the process of gentrification and reveals issues of power, oppression, and resistance.  It is a great site for observing issues of gender, race, and class.  Though the focus of your research is gender, a common underlying theme is struggles of power and resistance, making a site such as the Fulton Mall especially important.  As you do your observations keep in mind the affects of gentrification on space, place, and identity.
1. What is Gentrification? 
Gentrification occurs when an older neighborhood starts to be renovated perhaps with new businesses or buildings.  On the surface this may be very appealing, however there can be a negative side as older businesses or residents may be forced to leave due to rising costs, hence changing the feel of the community. Think about the following questions as you do your observation:
1. In what way do you think the Fulton Mall area is changing?

2. Who might benefit from the current changes?

3. Who might not benefit from the current changes?

4. How do you think the changes to the area might impact long-term residents in the area?

5. Would you personally shop at this establishment? Why/why not? ?  (Have you been to the Fulton mall before and if so what do you think about the changes to the area? If you have never been to the Fulton area, did our visit remind you of any experiences you have had?)

Can you relate any of your findings to your own experiences?
2. As we visit the area think about how does gentrification impact the people who use the Fulton Mall area and does this play a role in your topic?
3. We will be surveying and mapping the area, but as we do, think about possible research topics for the poster project you might do in the area related to 1) gendered spheres/stereotypes (Jobs, places, businesses), 2) identity (How expressed In clothing, advertisements, style, businesses), 3) cultural expressions (Media, film, material objects, music, style, advertisements), 4) Nature/nurture debate (Nurture – how gender identity learned or socialized – symbols, clothes, toys, etc.).

4. Task for the day – documenting the area – Fieldnotes, photographs/drawings, participant observation, etc. (More detailed information posted on Blackboard)

5. 5+  page typed, double spaced, 1 inch margin, observation paper due week 5 Monday. More details on Blackboard. (See grading rubric below). In summary you will need a 1) thesis, 2) A methods section, 3) a discussion of one article from the course, 4) a description and analysis of your observations using topic sentences, and 5) a conclusion.
	Description of Assignment – Grading Rubric
	
	Weak
	Okay/Good
	Excellent

	1.Introduction –  (Course theme, Topic, Thesis)
Description of course theme (Gender Sphere/stereotypes, Nature/Nurture, Gender Identity, Cultural Expressions), Summarize how your observations connect to a theme in the course. Could you identify gendered spheres or stereotypes? Gender Identity? How is gender marketed?  How can one learn gender through consumption and advertisements? Do you see forms of social inequality?
Introduce topic of your project (Example: Did you observe a restaurant, retail store, or barbershop?) 

One sentence thesis (What, How, Why):  Can you think of a thesis statement based on the themes of the course? What did you learn about gender issues from your observations?  (Think about issues of representation, social inequality, power & oppression). What is your gender topic/theme (see above)? How are you gathering information about this topic? (Example: observation, fieldwork). Why is what you found there important? (Example: Did you see gender stereotypes – is this a problem? Or did you see forms of socio-cultural difference especially in terms of gender – is this a problem? Etc.)
	15
	
	
	

	2. Description of your methodology: You must address the following 3 topics in detail: 
1) Selection Criteria - What is the source of your research subject & why did you select them? (5 points)
 2) Procedures – how did you collect & record your data? (Observation, fieldnotes, interviews, participant observation, tools/technology, etc.) (5 points)
3) Ethics: Describe how you conducted your fieldwork in an ethical manner (pseudonym, informed consent, etc.) (5 points)
	15
	
	
	

	3. Discuss one article from syllabus & connect to your observation.

a. Article topic (5 points)

b. Use of quotation from article that best illustrates the author’s thesis (5 points)

c. Description of article thesis in your own words (5 points)

d. Explain how the article informs the topic of your observation and/or your thesis (5 points)
	20
	
	
	

	4.  Detailed descriptions of at least 3  out of the 10 points listed below. (At least one paragraph each)

1) Describe microcultural factors such as race, ethnicity, class, gender, age, etc.

2) Economics – document real estate prices, prices of consumer items, etc.
3) The temporal and spatial environment. (Use of time and space), 
4) Language or discourse (Incl. songs, chants, ritual statements, etc.)  What did you hear?, 
5) Gestures or body language (Incl. dance, movement, etc.), 
6) Clothes or body ornaments (Incl. costumes, formal v. regular attire, makeup, etc.), 
7) Colors , 
8) Material objects including food.
 9) Emotions (happy, sad, scared, etc.)  How did you feel? How did the participants appear to be feeling?,
 10) Describe explicit or implicit rules and norms.

11) symbols
	10
	
	
	

	5.Discussion / Analysis of observations:
As you discuss your observations, each paragraph should begin with a topic sentence.  A topic sentence should be the first sentence of the paragraph that reveals the “topic” of the paragraph (see above) and connects it to your “thesis.”  The last sentence of the paragraph explains how your evidence (what you observed) proves your thesis argument.

	10
	
	
	

	6. Brief Summary Conclusion: 

b. Explain how your observations support the thesis you put in your introductory paragraph (5 points)
c. Summarize how your observations connect to a theme in the course (Gender sphere, Nature/Nurture, Identity, Cultural Expression) (5 points)
d. Connect your descriptions to your own personal experience (5 points)

e. Explain why your thesis is important
	15
	
	
	

	7.  Overall spelling, grammar, style, proper citation format, bibliography (the article, & any web sources, etc.).
	5
	
	
	

	8. Attachment: Map of fieldsite 
	5
	
	
	

	9. Attach Fieldnote worksheet
	5
	
	
	

	Deductions:  if improper Format: 5 full written typed pages, 10-12 point font, 1-inch margins. 

** THIS OBSERVATION PAPER IS YOUR RAW DATA. USE OF OUTSIDE SOURCES FROM THE INTERNET WILL RESULT IN DEDUCTIONS; UNCITED MATERIAL WILL RESULT IN AN “F”.

** Daily point deductions for late papers (1 pt per day)
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL POINTS (100)
	
	
	
	


CONTEMPORARY WOMEN POSTER PRESENTATION PROJECT: WEEK 15
1) The class will be divided into groups based on the following themes:

1) Women’s Spheres (Gendered spaces, stereotypes): Filling in the gaps – issues related to women not addressed in traditional ethnographies (Motherhood, the family, the domestic sphere, etc.).  You could also explore gendered spaces – spaces or situations that are typically represented by males or females.
2) Constructions of Gender Identity (Female Identity, Male Identity, Gay Identity, Class Identity, Ethnic Identity, Subcultural Identity, etc.)

3) Cultural Expressions & gender:  consumption, popular culture, media and gender. (Informing identity through TV, issues of oppression in magazine images, the “selling” marketing of identity/oppression, Music, art, etc.)

4) The Nature/Nurture Debate: Understanding of sex, sexuality, and gender roles.  Look at the biological understandings of gender.

2) Throughout the semester each group will work on a project related to their group theme. Each group must address the following:

A. What is the topic of your presentation? 

B. What is the thesis argument for your project?

C. What are the research methods you used to gather the information you needed to address your topic? A description of how your group will gather its data must cover: 1) selection criteria, 2) Procedures, 3) ethics.
D. What are your research sources? (raw data you gathered? (observation, interview, survey etc.), an analysis of material or popular culture? (TV, Films, Magazines, Video, etc.)
E. Which 3 articles listed on the course syllabus will you use in your presentation? Are you using additional sources? (articles, websites, short video clips, etc.)
F. What are your research results and findings? 

G. Do you have suggestions for future research?

3) Detailed handouts will be given throughout the semester to help you develop your project. These are also on Blackboard.
4) This is a peer-reviewed project worth 30% of your course grade.  Your grade will be based on how well you review others and how well the other groups review your project (See the sample review sheets). Each theme group is limited to 10 members and you will work within a group of 5. You must be present for the poster days’ presentations and there will be no “make-up” poster sessions. You may draw on any of the lecture materials, films, or readings from the course.  You should explore both the assigned and suggested readings on your topic. (You will need to use 3 of the articles from the course).
	GRADING RUBRIC FOR POSTER SESSION:
	NothingMissing
	Poor
	
	Fair
	
	Good
	
	Great

	Title: Tells what the project is about: a. topic, b. thesis.
	0
	2
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Abstract: brief summary with a. topic, b. research question, c. thesis statement, d. one sentence summary of methods, etc.
	0
	2
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Well developed thesis statement: a. what, b. how, c. why.
	0
	2
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Methodology: a. Selection criteria, b. procedures, c. ethics
	0
	2
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Discussion of 3 scholarly articles: a. topic, b. author’s thesis, c. details from article, d.connect to your group’s thesis, etc.
	0
	2
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Results and Conclusions: Present evidence you gathered that proves your thesis. What did you find? Why is this important? Relate to themes from class. Can you relate to your own experience?
	0
	2
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Visual Images
	0
	2
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	References, citations, bibliography
	0
	2
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Aesthetic or creative presentation
	0
	2
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Oral presentation: a. Covered thesis, methods, articles, & results. Presentation was: a. Clear, b. Audible, c. Clever/creative, etc.
	0
	2
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
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