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Too Faced’s Better Than Sex Mascara is one of the brand’s most iconic and bestselling
products. Known for its bold claims of delivering dramatic lash volume and length, it has
captured a significant portion of the beauty market. The mascara’s unique formula and
innovative packaging contribute to its widespread popularity. As a result, the product has
become a cult favorite among beauty enthusiasts and influencers alike. This review will critically
assess the mascara in three areas: its efficacy, ingredient composition, and marketing campaign,
integrating insights from consumer reviews, ingredient safety reports, and Too Faced’s

marketing strategies.

The Better Than Sex Mascara claims to provide dramatic volume, length, and curl
enhancement. According to consumer reviews, particularly on beauty platforms like Allure and
ULTA, the mascara largely lives up to its promises. Many users report that it creates thick,
voluminous lashes with a dramatic effect, and the hourglass-shaped brush helps evenly coat each
lash for a fuller look. However, some users note that the formula can clump when applied in
multiple layers, and those with shorter lashes may find the wand hard to maneuver. As Sable
Yong (2020) explains, "One swipe will give your lashes a nice, black rain slicker to wear—
slightly more boosted than what I'd call a 'natural’ lash look. Now, keep swiping and you'll get
some really fluffy, voluminous lashes." While marketed as smudge-proof, there are complaints

that it can flake, especially in humid conditions (Yong, 2020). Despite these minor issues, the



mascara’s overall reputation remains strong, with many praising its ability to deliver intense

volume and drama, matching Too Faced’s claims.

The mascara’s formula combines several ingredients that contribute to its volumizing and

lengthening effects:

e Synthetic Beeswax and Carnauba Wax: These ingredients add structure and
smoothness to the mascara while helping it maintain flexibility and volume.

e Acacia Senegal Gum: Known for its ability to thicken formulas, this ingredient helps the
mascara adhere to lashes and stay in place throughout the day.

e Iron Oxides (CIl 77499): These natural pigments provide the rich, black color that gives
the mascara its bold look.

e Phenoxyethanol: A preservative used to prolong shelf life, but it has been flagged in

safety reports due to potential skin irritation for sensitive users.

The Environmental Working Group (EWG) assigns the Better Than Sex Mascara a
product score of 4 out of 10, indicating moderate overall safety. While the mascara's ingredient
composition is not flagged for developmental or reproductive toxicity, the report highlights
concerns such as "high allergies and immunotoxicity" and "high use restrictions" for certain
components (EWG, 2024). This suggests that although the product is generally safe for most
consumers, individuals with sensitivities may need to proceed with caution. The overall safety of
the product, as rated by the EWG, is moderate, meaning that while most of the ingredients are

considered safe, some such as phenoxyethanol may be problematic for certain skin types.

Too Faced’s Better Than Sex Mascara benefits from a strong and playful marketing

campaign that plays on the product’s provocative name. The boldness of the name, along with



the pastel-pink packaging, immediately grabs attention and reflects the brand’s fun and
whimsical identity. As Yong (2020) highlights, the mascara’s "light pink tube has become
something of a known figure all its own, standing out amongst all the other mascaras in the
room." The brand's advertising campaigns heavily rely on social media platforms like Instagram
and TikTok, where influencer partnerships and user-generated content amplify the mascara’s
visibility. These platforms are crucial for reaching a younger, trend-conscious audience that
values both functionality and aesthetics. As a result, the marketing strategy for Better Than Sex
Mascara is effective in creating a buzz around the product and ensuring its place as a beauty

must-have for many consumers.

Too Faced positions Better Than Sex Mascara as a must-have beauty product by
emphasizing not just its performance but also the self-expressive and inclusive nature of the
brand. The product is marketed as suitable for all lash types, reinforcing the brand’s commitment
to inclusivity and self-expression in beauty. In addition to emphasizing the product’s universal
appeal, Too Faced frequently collaborates with influencers and celebrities to endorse the
mascara, further boosting its credibility and desirability. These partnerships play a critical role in
establishing Better Than Sex Mascara as a cult favorite, solidifying its place in the beauty
industry. The combination of effective performance and a strong, inclusive marketing approach

has helped make the mascara a top-selling product among beauty enthusiasts.

Too Faced’s Better Than Sex Mascara stands out in the crowded mascara market by
offering a product that delivers bold volume and length while leveraging strong marketing
tactics. While the mascara’s performance largely meets consumer expectations, the presence of
certain ingredients, such as phenoxyethanol, may raise concerns for sensitive users. Despite these

potential drawbacks, the mascara’s strong brand identity and appeal to its target demographic



ensure its continued success. The combination of high-quality ingredients, effective marketing,
and reliable performance cements Better Than Sex Mascara as a top-selling product in the beauty
industry. As Too Faced continues to build its reputation for creating fun and innovative beauty

products, Better Than Sex Mascara will likely remain a staple for many beauty lovers.
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