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INTRODUCTION 

The Gowanus neighborhood initially encompassed Gowanus Creek, which comprised of a tidal 

delta of safe rivers in unique saltwater marshland and knolls that contained natural life. Once a 

bustling load transportation center point, the trench is currently perceived as a standout 

amongst the most contaminated waterways in the United States, and is a Superfund site. The 

waterway's history has paralleled the decay of local delivery through water. The waterway is as 

yet utilized for waterborne transportation of products, prominently fuel oil, scrap metal and 

totals. Pulls freight boats still explore the channel day by day. A heritage of genuine natural 

issues has assailed the territory from the time the trench emerged from the nearby tidal 

wetlands and crisp water streams. As of late, there has been a call by and by for natural 

cleanup. 

SITE DOCUMENTATION (photos*) 

 *At least 1 photo of archive / library space & 1 photo of a resource found required per site visit 
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They want to build tall, and they want to build expensively, 

and they want to build in a place where we know that the 

sewers connect directly to the open air," said Alexiou. "It is 

a systemic process, and the city thinks that it can make the 

most money by doing real estate in a certain way. 
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This is a picture showing the differences in the old and new buildings. To the left you have a 

more modern simply built building. To the right the building is much older and you can note this 

by the structure of the building. Notice how the windows have cornice to the right whereas the 

one on the left does not. 

 

The shining 12-story loft assembling that opened to tenants a month ago at 365 Bond St. 

checks a housetop relax, 24-hour attendant, turn studio and pontoon dispatch among its 

luxurious conveniences.  

In any case, you won't discover these waterfront inhabitants plunging their toes in the water or 

diving a vegetable garden in the dirt. That is on account of 365 Bond St. sits along the 

vigorously contaminated Gowanus Canal on a brownfield site — arrive where mechanical utilize 
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left contaminants in the dirt. Expanding on its polluted land accompanies a few provisos, and 

365 Bond St. — the main private improvement on the Gowanus Canal — is a prime case of the 

one of a kind difficulties engineers confront when they put down stakes on the banks of a 

Superfund site. 

 

Bioswales Are Helping 

To Clean Brooklyn's 

Gowanus Canal. 

Bioswales have turned 

into a key apparatus in 

urban green 

framework. These elements, involving soil, shakes, and living vegetation, are intended to ingest 

and back off tempest spillover from boulevards, parking garages, and different impenetrable 

surfaces.  

 

SITE DOCUMENTATION (sketches*) 

*2 sketches minimum required per site visit 

I took this photograph because I found it interesting 
how the patterns of the fence and trees aligned. I 
thought of it more as a figurative aching for nature. 
Like how even a little piece of congested weeds or a 
fix of disintegrating stone work is as yet an outflow of 
wild strengths unchecked by human control, and can 
give a road to us to experience that association with 
wild. 
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I drew this because when we were walking by the 
Gowanus canal, I noticed that one side of the street 
was very messed up, the side walk was destroyed and 
there was graffiti on the wall. On the other side there 
was the new renovated building, flowers and a nice 
walk way. I held on of these flowers in my hand just to 
appreciate this difference. 

 

 

GENERAL NOTES: 

● The bubbles that float up from the lake come from decomposing sewage at the bottom.  

● Giant white clumps of bacteria called biofilms float near the bottom of the canal. 

● The Gowanus Canal Flushing Tunnel was intended to draw water, by means of a 

propeller and underground passage, from the Buttermilk Channel in the East River and 

release it to the leader of the Gowanus Canal. 

● The city of the New York and EPA does nothing to enhance natural conditions inside the 

Gowanus Canal range to enable the jobs of occupants that to have been living there for 

a long time.  

● They will probably oblige to the high society to get more cash, despite the fact that most 

completed flat structures are still left unsold. 

 

INSIGHTS/DISCOVERIES  

The Gowanus Canal is a 100-foot wide, 1.8-mile long waterway in the New York City ward of 

Brooklyn, Kings County, New York. The Canal is limited by a few communities, including Park 

Slope, Cobble Hill, Carroll Gardens and Red Hook. Defilement streams into the Canal from 

floods from sewer systems that convey sterile waste from homes and water from tempest 

channels and modern poisons. Therefore, the Gowanus Canal has turned out to be one of the 
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country's most genuinely tainted water bodies. More than twelve contaminants, including 

polycyclic fragrant hydrocarbons, polychlorinated biphenyls and overwhelming metals, including 

mercury, lead and copper, are found at abnormal states in the residue in the Canal. A 

crackdown on sewer overflows will be part of the Superfund cleanup. The city has pledged $140 

million to reduce overflows, but it's unclear if the planned fixes will be enough. 

KEYWORDS/VOCABULARY & DEFINITIONS 

 *5 keywords minimum required per site visit 

MODERNISM: a style or movement in the arts that aims to break with classical and traditional 

forms. 

CORNICE: generally, any horizontal decorative molding that crowns a building or furniture 

element. 

SUPERFUND: a fund established to finance a long-term, expensive project. 

BROWNFIELD: a former industrial or commercial site where future use is affected by real or 

perceived environmental contamination. 

GENTRIFICATION: the process of renovating and improving a house or district so that it 

conforms to middle-class taste. 

REZONING: To assign (land, property, etc.) to a new zone. Also in extended use 

QUESTIONS for Further RESEARCH 

1. Wouldn't cleanup and redevelopment — as oppposed to fill-in — give a more noteworthy 

quantifiable profit (cleanup) as time goes on as far as land charges, employments, misc. 

financial action? 
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2. Why are the environmental benefits of industrial retention so seldom considered in 

discussions of “transforming” Gowanus? 

3. The way that differing producing movement has come back to the Gowanus Canal in 

spite of value weights and hypothesis caused by the super-gentrification of 

neighborhoods toward the east and west ought to impact future land utilize choices, no? 

Is there ever a breaking point to "most elevated and best utilize" improvement? The 

affordable housing crisis has nothing to do with the detachment of neighborhoods like 

Gowanus to private land engineers. 

 

https://ny.curbed.com/2015/10/15/9911224/the-fascinating-murky-history-of-brooklyns-

gowanus-canal 

https://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20160503/gowanus/how-contaminated-land-on-gowanus-

became-luxury-housing-development 


