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INTRODUCTION

The New York Public Library located in 42nd street, blocks away from Grand Central Terminal is
another amazing infrastructure. It underlays the same style of design which is the Beaux Art Style. It is

a public space where you do research for school, or enjoy a lunch on the stairs, or utilize the free arts



table they have. Not only does it attract locals but it also attracts tourists all around the world due to

its beautiful designs, mural and also its history.

SITE DOCUMENTATION (photos/sketches/notes)

This photo is really important because It shows the front entrance of the New York Public Library. If

the words New York Public Library were not engraved on the front, | would have thought it was from



another country. It also has the 3 roman arches, which | noticed a few buildings decide to use 3 roman

arches.

This is a close up of one of the arches. | love how they did
not stop at the arch when they were designing it. They
made arches within arches. As stated in class, the roman
columns were to “show off”its beauty and not only is it a
beautiful site, but it is a great place to take selfies and
take group pictures. The three arches and columns that
are in the New York Public Entrance is also similar to the
three large windows that also depicts arches and columns

in its front entrance.

The one thing that | love about this
is that inside of the roman arch is
the roman arch shape windows
which is like Grand Central Terminal
but not at the same scale. When
you look out the windows you see a
chandelier, so it is almost like a
russian doll toy, it is something else
to see inside of something, inside of

something else.



| love this picture because it is not exactly show the New York Public Library but it shows the view
from sitting in the front of the stairs. Its also like they placed a giant building where it was not
supposed to be because of the directions of the street. If people were able to drive going towards the
New York Public Library versus the way of traffic it has | think it would be a nice thing to see while
driving before turning. | really enjoyed seeing traffic move and being able to sit in a place where |
could rest and watch manhattan that way without standing in the middle of the street or crossing the
streeting and glancing at the traffic.

Although You cannot clearly see the mural in
this picture, | really enjoyed this picture and this
moment, because it is like before you can see it
fully while you are at the bottom of the stairs
you immediately get this wow feeling, and then
you have this anticipation like what more am |
going to see when | get to the top?, When you
finally get to the top you see more paintings.
Along with that. The brown, beige and soft
colors put together are amazing, Having a
window their to bring natural light is a brilliant
idea.







Front of the NYPL Versus GCT, this shows the similarities and the differences

DISCOVERIES

| made a ton of new discoveries from my site visit. One, | never knew where the New York Public
Library was located. | never really had a reason to go before this class. | go to 42nd alot mostly on the
Times Square side but | never knew that it was that close from Bryant Park train station which | have
utilize quite a lot. Also | have been to Bryant Park and | did not know it was basically right next to each
other. Grand Central Terminal and the New York Public Library is also very close to each other so | can
understand why people interested in one of the places would end up visiting both places. It is near
Time square which is the number one visited places and the number two visited place which is Grand

Central Terminal.

One of the things that | learned that | know most people find remarkable is the competition
for the chance to design the New York Public Library which was paid for by private funds was won by
the two youngest and inexperience gentleman. Which is kind of not expected when it comes to a
competition of those sorts. | also discovered that you cannot take books out of the New York Public
Library but you can read there and they have an amazing children’s section in the ground floor that
houses the original winnie the pooh, which was the inspiration for the children’s cartoon. The New
York Public Library is a great place for someone who is doing research or who just wants to learn
things of their interest because they have a huge diverse selection which includes things like maps and

Japanese scrolls.

| unfortunately accidently deleted the pictures of the two lions sculptures that are in front of the the



New York Public Library but it is their to sort of have them guard the place, and watch over the library.
| also discovered that the area used to be a crack haven and prostitution haven, very different from
you can see now. It is more harmonic, you see people eating, talking, scanning the area and enjoying

themselves.

KEYWORDS

Niche- is a half dome shallow space for the purpose for statues

cornice- “A horizontal moulded projection which crowns or finishes a building or some part of a

building; spec. the uppermost member of the entablature of an order surmounting the frieze”

Concave- is something that curves in

Convex- is something that curves out

Precedent- “Historic model inspired; source of idea” by ] Montgomery

Urn- “An earthenware or metal vessel or vase of a rounded or ovaloid form and with a circular
base, used by various peoples esp. in former times (notably by the Romans and Greeks) to
preserve the ashes of the dead. Hence vaguely used (esp. poet.) for ‘a tomb or sepulchre, the

grave’.”

Oxford University press (June,20,2016). Oxford English Dictionary. Retrieved from

http://www.oed.com.citytech.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048



