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QUESTIONS 
  
1.       Describe the area where your performance will take place. What architectural structures 
are present? Describe the different shapes / forms and dimensions. 
 

- The location we choose is in Barclays Center front area. Our prior decision was to make 
the performance inside the train station at Atlantic Terminal, but there was a lot of noise 
and we were competing with other performers in the area. Since a lot of students get off 
or pass by Atlantic Avenue we decided to perform in front of Barclays Center which is 
outside the train station. This public area is great to engage with young adults. The 
architecturals structures such as the Barclay Center is the open space we have where 
we feel like we are part of the show. The front structure of Barclays Center which 
reaching 85 feet over the main entrance plaza at the intersection of Flatbush and Atlantic 
Avenues. Viewed from under the transit canopy, this oculus anchors the central area of 
the plaza, creating a heightened sense of arrival and a truly urban gathering space. A 
unique feature of the arena's canopy is a large oculus inscribed in its thickened metal 
surface. This oculus frames a dramatic view of the sky allowing sunlight to illuminate the 
concrete floor as theater stage; and inscribed within the depth of its interior skin is a 
360-degree panel of LED signage. Also the front part of Barclays Center has metal 
structures on the concrete floor around the train station entrance framing the area. The 
place of our performance is in front of one of the busiest train stations in Brooklyn which 
is Atlantic Avenue, it offers transfer to nine different train lines. It is a potential place for a 
lot of CUNY students transferring to different lines which is the focus of our performance. 
Also the entrance of the train station and the front part of Barclays Center is a triangled 
shaped corner in between of two streets Flatbush Ave and Atlantic Ave allowing the 
entry of a lot of people to the train station. The station consists of three levels, 
underground , middle and the entrance (street). There is a lot of open space and 
columns running along the space.  
 

2.       Who are the people you observe in this space? What are some patterns of movement of 
people (are they passing through, stopping, moving in a single direction, moving in multiple 
directions)? 

 
-  There’s people going to work, school and shopping pass by Atlantic avenue train 

station. People are moving straight lines to their jobs and shopping. However, others are 
visiting the space which are wandering around and is more like a curve pattern. 
Although, it is a busy station and people run in multiple directions to transfer to a 
different train or to exit from the station. A lot of people shop inside of the station as well 
and it increases the amount of people passing by Atlantic avenue. The station which has 
three levels, stores inside/ around and Barclays center few steps away, is one of the 
busiest stations for students particularly running to school. 
 



 
3.       How do the man-made / architectural structures inform how people use and move through 
the space? 

 
-  The Barclay Center has over 1000sqf of concrete sidewalks which is meant for people 

to walk in any direction. However, the light and shadow will create space for people to 
perform. This is a good example to people stop and watch any activities in light. The 
front of Barclays Center is facing the train station as a salute to the people that exit the 
station indicating the train lines available in atlantic avenue and trains transfer indicating 
by arrows, the design of the paths are shaped easy to follow. The shape of the paths 
inside of the station such as stairways and walls make people  to walk to a specific train, 
the elevator’s screens are announcing the next train. This are helpful for students that 
will know if waiting for a train is a good idea for them to be at school on time. 

 

 
 
 
4.       How will your performance respond to the people and patterns of movement that are 
already happening in that space? 
 

- Our performance will take place in a central part of the Barclays Center where many 
people will have to pass through in order to find their train lines. Our performance will 
respond to the people by giving them a reason to stop. Our visual representation on the 
issues we face as CUNY students will be shown to spread the message creating a 
problem that should be solved. Since our performance will be outside the train station 
people will be curious about it, and also when people exit from the train station they will 
be standing in front of our performance, they will pass close to us or walk away, but the 
first thing they will see will be the front part of Barclays Center which is our “stage”. Also 
the area of our performance is located in a triangle shaped corner, allowing more traffic 
of people and more chances that people will pass in front of our performance. It is so big 
that even by walking in the space, they can still watch our performance. Also people 
selling tickets outside the Barclays Center will be helpful to call people's attention; the 
main purpose is to inform CUNY students but also everybody knows a CUNY student 
and can spread the information.  

 
 



5.       How can you take advantage of the built spaces to create a staging area for your 
performance? Is your performance stationary or does it move throughout the space? It is 
interactive? 
 

- Atlantic Avenue Station has many areas to perform and a lot of those spaces people 
have to pass through and can’t avoid, so we can use this to our advantage because 
every person that passes by will hear what we have to say. Our performance will be both 
interactive and not because not everyone will want to interact with us since they are 
trying to get places and may not have time or just plain out don’t care. The station is 
abundant with young adults and it means we will have a lot of audience to perform, and 
our performance could be interactive as it could be stationary. We will be giving 
“metrocards” with MTA- CUNY information as a stationary option and we will dress up 
moving into the space so people could interact. 

  

RESEARCH 
Central Research Question related to your performance topic (as you understand it based 
on conversations with your group and the research you’ve conducted--this doesn’t have to be 
uniform across group members and your questions can inform each other’s perspectives): 
  

- How much money do students spend on transportation? 
 
 
Find, cite, and write a critical summary for 2 sources (1 internet source / 1 newspaper, 
archival, or academic source) related to your question. 
Sources might be about the central issue your performance is responding to, the place where 
your performance takes place, tactics or strategies from similar performances, or the community 
that you hope to engage with your performance. Whatever the sources you choose, you should 
describe what the main point of the source is and HOW IT RELATES TO YOUR CENTRAL 
RESEARCH QUESTION. 
  

 

MLA Citation for source 1: 



“Transportation Costs in Student Living Expenses.” Transportation Costs in Student Living 

Expenses • ACCT •, 16 June 2017, 

perspectives.acct.org/stories/transportation-costs-in-student-living-expenses. 

What is the main point of the source? How does it relate to your project? 

The source says an average full time college student spends $ 1760 per year in 

transportation, it is with almost half the average tuition fee paid for the student. Some students 

claim that sometimes they can attend classes because they do not have money for the bus. So, 

in some states, there are several ways to improve the financial standing of students. Some of 

them offer free travel, while some offer discounts for the trump card, so students can focus on 

school work.  

MLA Citation for source 2: 

“The NCES Fast Facts Tool Provides Quick Answers to Many Education Questions (National 

Center for Education Statistics).” National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Home Page, a 

Part of the U.S. Department of Education, nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=67. 

What is the main point of the source? How does it relate to your project? 

The source contains statistics of the National Center for Education Statistics from the 

U.S. Department of Education. It shows the correlation of students having to pay more in 

transportation every year. If we compare the numbers for Average expenditure per student 

transported, we can see that the cost rises from $198 (1980) to $931 (2017). This relates to the 

project  because the students are depending on public transportation everyday. This source is 

the proof that students should know where to get discounts to help reduce costs. 


