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INTRODUCTION AND PRE-VISIT REFLECTIONS 

     For the third visit to the Gowanus Canal, our objective was to scan for green infrastructure around 

the canal. Since the canal is known for its polluted attributes we expected there to be a sufficient 

amount of green infrastructure as the pollution is being cleaned out by the government. 

SITE DOCUMENTATION: Take notes and sketch in your notebook, take many photographs – search for 

angles and details that really tell a story and use those to report your documentation. Your site 

documentation will include the following: 

(1) MAP OF AREA OF INVESTIGATION -- on a map like the one below chart the route of the walk and 

mark the following: (a) significant stops; (b) Locations and directions of your photos and 

sketches.  



 
 

(2) PHOTOS AND SKETCHES: Provide a minimum of 4 photos and 2 sketches of places, elements, 

processes, people or anything else that you found significant and meaningful during the walk. 

Focus on scenes that relate to ecology, the environment and public spaces. Feel free to include 

IN ADDITION other “findings” that you found intriguing. For each photo provide captions and 

explanations – why is the image shown significant for your exploration. 



Broken Cement for water to flow back into the 

canal if a flood persists. 

Bioswale for water to flow into and stored for 

vegetation. Main purpose is to prevent floods. 



Lonely solar panel on a pole, uses are unknown. 

 

A sketch of a solar panel on a pole, one of the 

green infrastructures of Earth that can potentially save the future. 



Sketch of the Gowanus canal being cleaned 

from a grappling crane machine. The Crane digs into the bottom of the canal and removes pollutants 

which is then deposited into a bunker for later disposal.  

 

 

ANALYSIS: Select one of the topics discussed on the walk and 1-3 most important of your images (from 

those presented in the documentation section) and develop a 300-500-word discussion of that topic. Be 

specific and consider multiple points of view of that topic. Consider how it might affect the 

neighborhood, people, environment, art, development or anything else that you detect as significant 

either positively or negatively or both. How are your images relevant to the discussion? How will this 

topic affect the Genius Loci, or spirit, of this place? Does it have any ramifications for the rest of 

Brooklyn? 

     After the third visit to the Gowanus Canal, we were hoping to find green infrastructures that are 

located near the canal. We met at Whole Foods and to gather as groups, we walked along 3rd avenue in 

search of green infrastructure. Coincidentally, that very day we met was also one of the days where the 

canal was being cleaned. We witnessed machinery floating atop of a floating platform and with its crane 

like structures removed impurities out of the bottom of the canal. As the walk continued, the stench 

from the canal as the machinery dug its jaws into the bottom of the canal was close to unbearable. 

While the group was filled with anticipations and excitement for green infrastructure, we were 

disappointed by how desolated the place was and how little infrastructure was present. Even with little 

to no spirit left, we walked as a group all the way from one side of the canal to the other with only a few 

sights of green infrastructure. We were able to find a few bios wales and one single solar panel on top of 

a pole with no apparent use of it existence whatsoever.  After hearing all the support and government 

funds in hoping to cleanse the canal, I was not seeing much of the effort being enacted. 

 

KEYWORDS/ VOCABULARY (these must be words you learned on this walk such as specialized 

vocabulary, city agencies, names of businesses or significant people – they must be specific to the topic 

of the walk) *5 keywords required per site visit 

1. Solar Panel 

2. Bios wale 



3. Green Infrastructure  

4. Pollutants 

       5.    Stench 

 

QUESTIONS for FURTHER RESEARCH: (these should follow directly from your analysis section and be 

complex and specific enough to serve as the basis of a research project; do not include questions you 

can answer with a quick google search) 

1. Why are bios wales not as prominent as it is one of the most important factors when prevent 

floods? 

2. Are the funds really being put into creating more infrastructure and cleaning of the Gowanus 

Canal? 

3. Why does the cleaning of the Canal and the improvements of its surrounds seem so bogus?  

 

 

  

 

 

 


