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 This report presents the study of the Gowanus canal and its surrounding areas. 

Throughout this site report I will focus on the history, development and its structure of the 

neighborhood. 

INTRODUCTION 

 As the city of Brooklyn began to expand, elected official decided to convert Gowanus 

creek to what is now known as The Gowanus canal into a transportation hub.  Construction for 

this transportation system began in 1849 – 1869 attracting multiple foundries, shipyards, gas 

manufacturing plants, coals yards and paint factories. Throughout that period, there were little 

environmental regulations in place to preserve the area. This resulted in the Gowanus canal 

becoming extremely polluted. According to nyc.gov, there were three gas plants located along 

the Gowanus canal that heavily contributed towards its demise. These gas plants released 

toxins into the canal’s waters known as dense non-aqueous phase liquid. Dense non-aqueous 

phase liquid essentially is liquid that are denser than water and immiscible. 

SITE OBSERVATIONS 

 This report reflects the site visit held on TH 9/7/17. Experiencing the Gowanus canal in 

the capacity we did exposed me to some history and hidden gems that would be hard to 

observe on my own.  While at the site I gained most of the distant past of the canal from a long-

time resident.  Though I couldn’t hear him properly, he expressed what the neighborhood as 

changed and developing. From the transitioning smells of the canal, scales/shape of buildings, 

to the neighborhood development, and the increase in vegetation.  

 

What do you notice about the scale and shape of buildings? 

 As the Gowanus canal hosted many industrial building in its past many of the structures 

are made of bricks stone and are shaped differently. Our first area of study began on the 

intersection of Bond and Douglas street where we observed the height of building the area. 

Located west of the  

Gowanus canal on Bond Street stood a tall red brick housing building with much added 

vegetation and on the other side modernized building powered by solar panels.  

 

 

 



These pictures compare the 

scaling/structure of the buildings in the 

neighborhood. On the right side, we 

have modern household and on the 

left, we have housing projects.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What patterns, textures, colors, and ornamental features of the buildings stand out? 

 

Throughout the canal, I was bombarded by the many textures, colors and ornamental features 

of the building. Most of these included the graffiti drawings on the side of the building along with 

the rust like texture of one particular building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 Right Side if facing west Housing 
building scale. 

Figure 2 Left side if facing west Other side 
of Bond Street 

Figure 5 The rustic looking building on the 
left Figure 4 Graffiti Drawing 



What are the functions of different buildings and spaces in this place? Does the place 

include residential, commercial, or industrial sites? Are there stores, restaurants, cafes? 

Are there public spaces like public squares or parks? Areas where people can get 

together? seating? 

 

 The building in the area hold many different functions. Many of them house residents of 

the neighborhood while others are commercial and industrialized. Located lower down from 

bond street were some restaurants. The restaurant that stood out to me most was, Pig’s Beach. 

This restaurant is located at 480 Union Street right along the Canal.  There are a few café’s and 

art stores located on that same street a block up from the canals waters.  During our visit, I 

didn’t notice any parks but I did notice public areas offered by Wholefoods Supermarket and an 

apartment complex opposite to it. To my surprise there were many people sitting around gazing 

into the canal and enjoying the view. 

 

 

 

Does this place seem planned or organic? How do the structures and buildings in this 

place interact with or disrupt the natural environment? 

 

The nature of the Gowanus canal is definitely planned; however, vegetation is left to grow wild 

and undisturbed by its surroundings. The structures of the buildings interact with the 

environment as they do not hinder its growth. One example of that are the multiple bridge 

located at the canal that allow harmless passage of cars and foot traffic. 

 

What people occupy the space and how do they interact with the environment? Is this 

place crowded? Walkable? Easy to navigate? 

 

The canal and its community house a diverse set of people from all over. Some of these 

include, shop owners and industrial complexes. Many of the people that live in the 

neighborhood are of middle-to-high class and seem to own and operate private vehicles.  The 

area isn’t crowded and is easy to get to.  There are train stations 3 blocks away and a bus route 

along Smith Street that provide the community with transportation.  

What is your personal experience of the place? Think about sound/smell/touch, your 

body’s movement, contact with the ground and physical comfort - how does the place 

make you feel? 

 

Approaching the canal, I expected a different outcome. I was prepared to witness utter pollution 

and dismay. To my surprise, it was healthier than what I expected. The canal itself didn’t retain 



much of a smell although its water was murky. It wasn’t hard to navigate around the canal. 

Many of the street were made of cobble stone I believe to help run off water. I managed to 

constantly trip over the cobblestone from time to time.  

 

ANALYSIS/DISCOVERIES 

The Gowanus canal offered a multitude of different perceptions. From Bond street towards 3rd 

street the neighborhood began to vastly improve. There were many new and remodeled building 

in site and the general area wasn’t as polluted. Areas surrounding the canal offered two different 

standpoints. On certain sides of the canal there were desertion, industrialization and on the 

other blooming residential. I believe as the area develops, the neighborhood will fully become 

residential and many of the industrial business will disappear.   The Genius Loci of the canal is 

optimism and daring. 

 

KEYWORDS/ VOCABULARY (these might include specialized vocabulary, city agencies, 

names of businesses or people *5 keywords minimum required per site visit) 

1. Vegetation 

2. Growth 

3. Wholefoods 

4. Housing 

5. Development  

 

QUESTIONS for FURTHER RESEARCH (these should follow directly from your analysis 

section and be complex and specific enough to serve as the basis of a research project; 

do not include questions you can answer with a quick google search) 

1. Will the canal be preserved as it is or will it be restructured to fit the 

neighborhood?  

2. Are the current occupants involved in the Canals cleaning efforts?  

3. Should businesses be allowed to continue working along the creek? 

 

Sketches:  

 

 

 

 



 

7Housing project located on the corner of Bond Street 
& Douglas 

6 Deserted building along the Gowanus Canal 


