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SITE REPORT #2 - 
Brooklyn Collection 

The image above represents what Downtown Brooklyn appear to be in the late 1800s. The grid and the 

alignment of streets were completely different as what they are today.  
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INTRODUCTION 

The expectations towards the place before arriving gave me a feeling of antique style, where most of 

the documents tend to have this vintage aesthetic and the libraries as well. As we arrived to the place 
my expectations were right, I had the ability to go through archives that were very old, containing 
yellowish paper, however the place had a great impact on me, because of the modern look and updated 
design. I noticed that on eof the places has accessibility towards digital documents, while the others are 
being conserved and you can only see the digital copy. 



ARCHIVE OBSERVATIONS  . 

Hard Cover  Brooklyn Map (Sectors)  Typical Legend

I chose these images because it represents the three steps that we should follow to guide us in our 

research. They summarize a feeling of the site, because it's identifying the type of book we are reading, 

it opens up different sections of how Brooklyn was divided during that current time. Also the Typical 

Legends allows to understand the landscape, and what the architect/engineering tried to explain from 

that site. The legend is very important because it also gives us a sense of orientation and makes us 

realize how lots and spaces were divided back in the days. 

Some archival documents that I examined were maps describing different types of farm line and official 

records of the living of Brooklyn. These archives have an incredible impact nowadays, because it helps us 

to determine what type of land was important/usage in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Perhaps we can 

use that information to compare and contrast to today’s usage of land, and figure it out the 

characteristics of it and why is important. Most of this farm line, record holder archives were created to 

symbolize the migration of people that started to increase in Brooklyn. Eventually these archives will 

provide a historian data of different mobilization and usage that worked in Brooklyn during certain 

times. 

The Brooklyn Collection is an important prestige information that we have, as much as its value the 

Brooklyn Public Library and Central Library offers a great variety of amenities, such as ADA Accessibility, 

public telephones, security, incredible large space for interaction, WiFi, and the trains tend to be close 

by. However some amenities are missing, such as a higher protection of the documents, cameras, digital 
copies of some documents , staff, and perhaps a larger cafeteria.
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The planners, designers and architects communicate signage by the usage of line interpretations, and 

symbols. This is mainly known as a legend, and its used as a tool of orientation and analysis of a site. The 

legend will tell you if a color line type, number, or symbol represents transportation, an address and the 

orientation of the site (North, South, East, & West). 

There are no specific restrictions on the usage of the space neither the interaction within people. Is 

understandable that as a big group, and with an appointment the librarian will helps us place in a large 

room. However the main restriction throughout the visit was no ink, since it could damage the archive. 

Nobody was using the space in a matter that will exceed or violate the design, in the contrary, the room 

were big, giving us the opportunity to not be crowded and allows us easy circulation through the 

archives. 

My experience toward these places was extraordinary. It stand out all the expectations that i had 

towards visiting an archive. The best part was to see this enormous books with different maps, and the 

smell plus feeling of the old pages, this is fact shows the quality of the book and the great care of it. 

New York Public Library had a feeling of majesty, well decorated design, with extravagant openings and 

demesne hallways. Everything seemed to be fancy, and very well organize. On the other the Brooklyn 

Collection felt more like home, where nothing was extravagant and decorations didn't stand out as 

much, however the room to see the archives had this amazing light and color tones that attracted my 

vision. The glass doors were very modern. Tourist were not at my sight in Brooklyn as it was in 

Manhattan. 
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ANALYSIS/DISCOVERIES 

The space was designed to be utilized by students, researchers, schools, and professors. The main 

purpose is to allow an interaction  between the person and the building; maybe at this point i could say 

is good not to have digital copies, because it forces you to visit the Library and be part of the 

environment. However this place may not work for tourist as the New York Public Library, perhaps 

because its unknown to them or they prefer to go to the biggest library in New York. 

Throughout examining the collection at the Brooklyn Public Library, I encountered the different types of 

volumes that the maps offered, in which each volume covers a sector of the map, and with the legend 

you can understand the site. Also, there were different types of maps and newspapers that explained 

the life of Brooklyn in early times. All of these documents are preserved because is the only source of 

information, that at this moment exist, and it helps us understand the movement and growth of 

population of developers and construction in the area. Without these documents, we wouldnt know 

what existed before the Barclays Center was even be thought to be constructed. We wouldn't be able to 

understand why streets, or even house were taken down. And perhaps, we need this information for 

records of data, how a city could change and why is changing. 
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QUESTIONS for FURTHER RESEARCH. .

1. Is the growth/change of Brooklyn, present time, really to be worried about in comparison of              

what has been going on for the last 150 years?

2. Why is important to keep certain buildings  untouchable?

3. Based on the information of the archives, can change damage or improve the conditions of              

Brooklyn?
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