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INTRODUCTION 

This site report is basically about what we see during the two walking tours to Barclay center. It is cool 
that we could slow down and take a closer look at this magnificent city. We may be very busy going to 
school or work every day so we always miss many beautiful views from the city. It is good to slow down 
your move and see the detail of changes within the city during the two walking tours.



SITE DOCUMENTATION (photos*) 

This is a photo which was taken from the first walking tour to the Barclay center. This picture is 
important to me because I've pass this place many times and I never pay attention to the wall here. 
The wall of this building was painted with some graffiti art and that make it so unique from the 
buildings surrounded. It also demonstrates the mind of New Yorker on the pursuit of beauty.
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This is a picture taken from the first walking tour as 
well. It is important to me because most buildings 
in New York City are big, tall cuboids in my mind. 
However, this building looks like a thin biscuit 
standing alone. Especially the top left part, the 
clear glass windows in the bottom and the right 
make it look like separated but actually connected. 
All these special designs draw most of the 
attentions and make it a significant building of all 
buildings around.

This picture was taken from the first 
walking tour. I chose this picture because 
this picture shows how the new 
constructions merging to the old 
buildings. Take a look at the top of Panda 
Express store, you will see a wall with 
moss which works like the historical 
mark. It is great to see the combination of 
old buildings and the new constructions 
without much conflicts. I'd like to see the 
city to combine the old culture and the 
new culture other than just breaking the 
old culture apart.
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These pictures are taken from the second walking tour. The first picture shows couple residential red brick 
buildings which merged together with different colors of cornice, this make it look so unique among those tall 
buildings. In the second picture, we see another red brick built house with green plants growing along the 
windows and the stair holder. This gives me a specific atmosphere of housing within a noisy city. It was so quiet 
and nice to live around here. 

SITE DOCUMENTATION (sketches*) 

This sketch is drawn on the first walking tour 
and it was located at the intersection of Fulton 
street and Red Hook Ln. It is a narrow way and 
there are tall buildings next to it and in the back. 
From this small spot, it's happy that we still can 
see some remaining old buildings between it 
since we all know that this city is developing so 
fast at this period. Sooner than later, all these old 
buildings might be gone and replace by some 
new buildings. We are lucky enough to have a 
chance to see them before they vanish.
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This sketch is drawn on the first walking tour and in front of the Barclay center. As one of the important 
building in Brooklyn, it was used for many big event such as hosting a basketball game and 
commencement for college students and high school students. It was pretty relaxing staying outside of the 
Barclay center as it shown on the sketch. And I just realize they actually plant some grass on the top of the 
Barclay center and subway station. However, it does look better instead of cement or bricks. 

GENERAL NOTES: 
● In the walking tour, I've learned some basic sketching skills which concerns about scales and

positions.

● There are still many old buildings remaining in the city which marks the age of the city.

● During the walk, we found some blocks or streets are going to be renewed later.

● Through the instruction from professor, I learned why the bricks of the red brick house are
stacking in specific form.

INSIGHTS/DISCOVERIES 

I lived in Sheepshead bay located in Brooklyn. It was quite nice place to live in. However, I basically spent 

most my day on working, studying or transportation. So I barely have a chance to slow down and enjoy 

the beauty of the New York city. In the first walking tour, I saw that the street was so crowed, especially 

in the Fulton street, there were so many business use buildings around there. It was pretty noisy over 
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there, but fortunately we still found some unique buildings such as Borough Hall. It was totally the 

opposite way we saw in the second walking tour, we walked down to the Dean street. It was so quiet over 

there. I did not see much people walking down the streets but just saw a woman walking a dog and pass 

us. It gave us a feel of housing field right there. We also see some red brick house which merged together 

and a crappy wooden house landing next to it, I believe it will vanish very soon under the development of 

this area.

KEYWORDS/VOCABULARY & DEFINITIONS 

Cornice: an ornamental molding around the wall of a room just below the ceiling.

Scale: a graduated range of values forming a standard system for measuring or grading something.

Architecture: Architecture is both the process and the product of planning, designing, and constructing 
buildings or any other structures.

Party wall: a wall common to two adjoining buildings or rooms.

Lintel: a horizontal support of timber, stone, concrete, or steel across the top of a door or window.

QUESTIONS for Further RESEARCH 
1. What does the planting grass do for the top of subway station and the top of Barclay center?

2. Does people prefer the atmosphere of this fast growing concrete jungle city or they prefer the
atmosphere of San Francisco?

3. Are those old buildings going to be destroyed and replaced by some new business use building
soon?
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