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INTRODUCTION  

On March 22, 2017, a trip to the New York Public Library was scheduled in order to 

research primary and secondary sources of material to aid in the various groups 

hypothesis’ in regards to the neighborhood of Vinegar Hill. As a full class, we were 

in a private room where the librarian who was the manager of the maps division of 

that specific library, pre-selected material for our viewing convenience. Each of the 

groups had a set of material relating to their hypothesis so it was a very productive 

and inspiring trip.  

 



1   

 

OBJECTIVES 

For the visit to the New York Public Library, the Preservation and development 

group came to a conclusion that we needed to focus our research on the 

residents as well as the amount of new construction or project proposals for the 

neighborhood from the past 100 years. I admit that the information we have 

been finding, as a group is not as interesting as first anticipated but surely, that 

is because not all news was recorded throughout history. I believe each member 

of my group could agree that we just want to find something big and shocking 

that will change history and that seems to be the driving force in continuing to 

research material. In reality however, my greatest interest in this trip was to 

finally see the two lions at the entrance of the library as well as mentally replay 

the movie, “Day After Tomorrow”.  

 

PRE-VISIT REFLECTION  

Based off of the data we came across from the previous trip to the Brooklyn 

Public Library, as a team, we from the Preservation and Development group, 

narrowed down our hypothesis’ considering the availability of material we were 

looking for. At the end of the class before this trip, we determined our 

hypothesis should be in the area of, “Residents of Vinegar Hill are constricting 

the development of the neighborhood.” Our goal was to find an article worth 

talking about. Perhaps propose the developers side rather than the 

homeowners.  

. 

SITE DOCUMENTATION:  photos/sketches of 2 or 3 significant primary sources. 

Provide captions and explanations – why is the image shown significant for your 

topic of exploration? 
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This image is a photo from the book, Vinegar Hill Historic District Designation Report prepared by Donald G. Presa, of a 
lithograph of Brooklyn in 1855 looking southwest from the Navy Yard by John Barnet. This image is useful to my group’s 
research because it shows a major contrast between a high traffic area to what we know Vinegar Hill being today, a slow and 
closed off space. This is well before bridges and highways.  
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This image is a photo from the book, Vinegar Hill Historic District Designation Report prepared by Donald G. Presa, paragraph 
regarding the population of Vinegar Hill. Here we see, “By the late nineteenth century, the Vinegar Hill area had become a 
dense residential and industrial neighborhood.”  
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This image is a photo from the book, Vinegar Hill Historic District Designation Report prepared by Donald G. Presa, photo 
taken by the Landmarks Preservation Commission in 1977. This is incredibly important to the change in the neighborhood over 
time. We see the church in the background which was demolished (relates to previous site reports articles found when church 
was demolished) and we also see all of the greenery in front of these row houses. If seems like a much nicer environment back 
in 1977 than today.  
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This image is a photo from the book, Vinegar Hill Historic District Designation Report prepared by Donald G. Presa, of the view 
of Water Street from Hudson Avenue in 1977. This is great for comparing the sketch my group did weeks ago. We thought it 
was weird how deserted this house on the right was. Now we see that it always had empty lots beside it. Now the current 
question would be if there were houses up before the plants came to knock it down and build space for parking.   
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This image is a photo from the book, Vinegar Hill Historic District Designation Report prepared by Donald G. Presa, paragraph 
titled, “Industrial Development”, which defined the first time of industrial and what it was. WE now know that Vinegar Hill has 
been an industrial area since the 1820s beginning with the Fulton Ferry area and developing into various businesses such as 
iron foundry and white lead companies.  Eventually, spice, coffee, metal stamping, engine works, paint and varnish 
manufacturing, and sugar refining was established.  
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SITE OBSERVATIONS:  I noticed that while visiting the New York Public library, 

there were so many things that seemed more important than the tiny, Vinegar 

Hill. There were primary documents that have traveled from library to library 

and have been preserved in an extremely highly decorated tomb such as the 

building on 42nd and 5th. I also noticed that there was a small amount of 

information relating to my group’s topic. Perhaps it is a difficult topic to study. 

Not often do we think about how people feel on any given day especially in a 

neighborhood. Perhaps that is why no one decided to save every time someone 

wrote a letter of complaint or development of a property.  

1. Only four to six documents which were of use to my group  

2. There was no material before the 1900s regarding development 

3. There did not seem to be legitimate primary sources of information. Only photos taken from 

other places crammed in a book or references to other texts.  

4. Nothing was really opinion based of the developer or the residents 

 

QUANTITATIVE DATA: under “subject” list the topic; Under “data” describe your 

findings and the quantity found  

Subject  Data  

Books for Preservation   3 

Books for development   1 

Maps of development   2 

 

QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESIS Consider the primary sources found during your 

visit and review the material you included so far in this report. 

QUESTIONS:  

1. Did anyone record their property before the development of the industrial waterfront? 

2. How do we findout who was trying to develop the neighborhood n 1850? We saw people 

who sold off their land but it is a dead end. 

3. Do we need more current events for our topic rather than past events? 
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HYPOTHESIS: From the questions you wrote above, select the most important 

question for your own research topic. Propose an explanation made on the basis 

of the evidence you have so far as a starting point for further investigation. 

1. The residents of Vinegar Hill are constricting the development of the neighborhood 

2. The current residents of Vinegar Hill are boycotting all things new and good for the 

neighborhood in regards to transforming and revitalization  

SUMMARY / POST VISIT REFLECTION / NEXT STEPS? 

I believe the next step is to stop looking into the past for things about Vinegar Hill. I believe we are 

constantly finding dead ends as a group because there is not enough information saved from how 

the neighborhood has changed other than maps of fire insurance that are often inaccurate to date 

and proposed transportation maps which took more advances away than were provided. We have to 

find out who is currently tryin to develop the land and we need to see how far a design gets before it 

gets shut down by the community board. We need to also learn who the community board is. Are 

the people living in the NYCHA houses and the Waterfront/ Industrial side houses communicating 

their thoughts and cocerns to eachother. Who is involved? 

PRELIMINARY REFERENCES FOR PRIMARY SOURCES:  

Record the essential information that you might use to create a citation for 3-4 

primary sources you examined. Don’t worry about creating a perfect or 

conventionally formatted citation; record the information that someone would 

need to find it again. Include a variety of sources: photographs, maps, articles,  

manuscripts, etc. 

1. Donald G. Presa - Vinegar Hill Historic District Designation Report.  –  text -  page 1 

2. Donald G. Presa - Vinegar Hill Historic District Designation Report.  – photo -  page 22 

3. Donald G. Presa - Vinegar Hill Historic District Designation Report.  – photo -  page 97 

4. Donald G. Presa - Vinegar Hill Historic District Designation Report.  – text -  page 8 


