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INTRODUCTION  

This site visit was to visit New York Public Library on 5th avenue between 40th and 
42nd street in Manhattan. The visit was to gather more information from the map 
division that would help us with our topic as a group. We’re focused on 
preservation and development of Vinegar Hill. 
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OBJECTIVES 

The objective is to continue finding information that helps us with our 
hypothesis. We narrowed our hypothesis questions to “The residence of Vinegar 
Hill are opposing the opportunity for development in the neighborhood.” 

PRE-VISIT REFLECTION  

Prior to the visit, I expected to find mainly old maps since we were visiting the map division.  I didn’t 
expect to find much documents about Vinegar Hill since the previous visits didn’t have much either.  

SITE DOCUMENTATION: 

 

This was from a small book that had information about Vinegar Hill.  This page shows a picture of the houses during 1930. It 
also mentioned that the neighborhood had more than 6,000 residents. 
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This page is showing some history about the Sand brothers in Vinegar Hill. Sand Brothers were one of the development during 
late 18th and early 19th centuries developers but they failed to turn their property into development community.  
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On the left side, it’s a timeline of the changes in Vinegar Hill and Dumbo. Looking for the future is about how residents of 
Vinegar Hill will continue experiencing change and how they are enjoying the change in Dumbo because it’s making their life 
easier. However, they’re afraid of rising rents.   



4   

 
This book had information about many buildings in Vinegar Hill. 
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SITE OBSERVATIONS:  One or 2 general notes about the Brooklyn Collection, and 
2-3 specific observations about how the primary sources you found are 
connected to the topic of your investigation 

1. Mainly books 

2. A couple of maps from the 20th century 

3. Information was mainly about NYC  

4. A couple of brochures 

 

QUANTITATIVE DATA:  

Subject  Data  

Maps   2 

Brochure  5  

Books   3 

 

QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESIS Consider the primary sources found during your 
visit and review the material you included so far in this report. 

QUESTIONS:  

1. Why did the Sand Brothers fail to develop Vinegar Hill? 

2. Why was there a lot of demolition of buildings and factories? 

HYPOTHESIS: From the questions you wrote above, select the most important 
question for your own research topic. Propose an explanation made on the basis 
of the evidence you have so far as a starting point for further investigation. 

1. Did they ask Vinegar Hill residence about the kind of development they’re looking for! 

2. Maybe people wanted to move out of Vinegar Hill so they decided to sell their land. 

 

SUMMARY / POST VISIT REFLECTION / NEXT STEPS? 
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The visit was really helpful. It was interesting to see history preserved. Especially the maps because 
we got to see how people were updating the maps before technology. The most helpful information 
was find in the brochures because it was focused on Vinegar Hill unlike the other books that were 
focused on NYC. The next step is to keep researching to find more information focusing on the 
development and preservation of Vinegar Hill.  

PRELIMINARY REFERENCES FOR PRIMARY SOURCES:  

1. Vinegar Hill Historic District, Brooklyn Public Library. 

2. http://nyhistory.org/library/digital-collections 
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