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INTRODUCTION

This site visit was to visit New York Public Library on 5™ avenue between 40th and
42" street in Manhattan. The visit was to gather more information from the map
division that would help us with our topic as a group. We’re focused on
preservation and development of Vinegar Hill.



OBJECTIVES

The objective is to continue finding information that helps us with our
hypothesis. We narrowed our hypothesis questions to “The residence of Vinegar
Hill are opposing the opportunity for development in the neighborhood.”

PRE-VISIT REFLECTION

Prior to the visit, | expected to find mainly old maps since we were visiting the map division. | didn’t
expect to find much documents about Vinegar Hill since the previous visits didn’t have much either.

SITE DOCUMENTATION:

NEGAR HILL
g 1876, per-Olol Qdman, @
Swedish photographer living In
Manhattan, rode his bike over
the Brooklyn Bridge and. _|:|.~|
west of the Broaklyn Navy Yari,
came upon 8 hidden neighbor-
hood. 1t cov ered only & Tew
Wlocks of quaint row houses anid
old factories, fsolated by mas-
sive surronndings: the navy
yard, a Con Fd plant and a farge
-|-||1ﬂi(' housing complex. But lo
Odman's delight, the tiny neigh-
porhood sull secmed suspended
in time—the carly 19th century.

uiman soon bought a brick row
house on Gold Street, a few i
Ilocks from the navy yard and just op om the East River. s Tha o

Built In the 1830s, the house had becr by el
working-class families. Seven familics e the bullding ay " 19 ey mehose. ¢
the same time, inclading one that oper: cery i the building's  booe God Smet coca 88305
storefront and kept a horse in the backy: Il 1he delivery wagon

When Odman bought the house, it had | it for 30 years and

was i shambles, He and his wife, Mook cooncin, a decorative
artist from France, spent years
restoring the building with their
own  hands. Among many
changes, they removed the nar-
row front door and passageway
that had been used l::l.nhg thi:
baker's horse right through the
hoase to the backyard, They alsy
turmed the yard into a beautifyl
earden, with a fresco palnied by
Denoncin on the back wall,

Only 150 peaple, 4 mixof artisys
and longtime residenys, oW live
in 45 bulldings jn Vinegar il
But more than 6,000 reaidunb;
once lived here in 1 gog mo-
sl homes ang small tene.
ments. A remnany of another
age, Vinegar Hill has Survived

aller decades of desyy
dramatic change, fiction and
™

This was from a small book that had information about Vinegar Hill. This page shows a picture of the houses during 1930. It
also mentioned that the neighborhood had more than 6,000 residents.



hops 15

| Warl
| David Faragut, the -nousing complex n'T

This page is showing some history about the Sand brothers in Vinegar Hill. Sand Brothers were one of the development during
late 18t and early 19" centuries developers but they failed to turn their property into development community.



Iz goal was to convince the city Lo designate the neighborhood a
historie district, a step that would protect other historic buildings
Irom demolition. But the odds were against it. The architecture of
vorking-class neighborhoods, modest compared to grander build-
15 in more affluent areas, is often overlooked or undervalued. No
ther working-class neighborhood in New York City had ever
‘ceived landmark designation. Despite this daunting challenge, the
Vinegar Hill Neighborhood Association, led by Odman and Denonein,
jut together a strong case for the historic and architectural valye of
11 surviving buildings. Through leters, applications, petitions and
whlic hearings, residents also made a strong argument for zoning
[1anges 1o stop the spread of truck parking lots and waste-transfer
crations. In 1997 and 1098, the city granted both requests,
colaring, “Vinegar Hill's historic buildings create a distinct sense of
ilace, recalling a significant era in Brooklyn's history.”

Looking to the future
As more people live and work
in Fulton Ferry Landing,
Dumbo and Vinegar Hill, the
neighborhoods will continue
to experience change—and
challenges. Residenls are
working  toward many
improvements, from simple
needs like getling Lrashcans
on the streets to the exeiting
nise of a new waterlront
i+ the fest time in two
5 of development,
i i these industrial
areas are looking forward to
experiencing the river and

seeing the sky.

On the left side, it’s a timeline of the changes in Vinegar Hill and Dumbo. Looking for the future is about how residents of

Vinegar Hill will continue experiencing change and how they are enjoying the change in Dumbo because it’s making their life
easier. However, they’re afraid of rising rents.



Register, Deeds Liber 213, p.189 _

Buildings, Brooklyn, ALT 1832-1903; ALT 672-1976.

Henry Stiles, The Civl, Polical, m:mwmmmm%wm
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10 1884 (New York: W.W. Munsell & Company, 1884), vol. 1, 573.

Kings County, Office of the
New York City, Department 0

229 Front Street
Borough of Brooklyn Tax Map block/Lot: 42/1 in part

Type: empty lot

The lot was once occupied by a three-story brick row house and rear outbuilding that

demolished between 1903 and 1929, m

This book had information about many buildings in Vinegar Hill.



SITE OBSERVATIONS: One or 2 general notes about the Brooklyn Collection, and
2-3 specific observations about how the primary sources you found are
connected to the topic of your investigation

1. Mainly books

2. Acouple of maps from the 20' century
3. Information was mainly about NYC
4

. A couple of brochures

QUANTITATIVE DATA:

Subject Data
Maps 2
Brochure 5
Books 3

QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESIS Consider the primary sources found during your
visit and review the material you included so far in this report.

QUESTIONS:

1. Why did the Sand Brothers fail to develop Vinegar Hill?

2. Why was there a lot of demolition of buildings and factories?
HYPOTHESIS: From the questions you wrote above, select the most important
guestion for your own research topic. Propose an explanation made on the basis
of the evidence you have so far as a starting point for further investigation.

1. Did they ask Vinegar Hill residence about the kind of development they’re looking for!

2. Maybe people wanted to move out of Vinegar Hill so they decided to sell their land.

SUMMARY / POST VISIT REFLECTION / NEXT STEPS?



The visit was really helpful. It was interesting to see history preserved. Especially the maps because
we got to see how people were updating the maps before technology. The most helpful information
was find in the brochures because it was focused on Vinegar Hill unlike the other books that were

focused on NYC. The next step is to keep researching to find more information focusing on the
development and preservation of Vinegar Hill.

PRELIMINARY REFERENCES FOR PRIMARY SOURCES:

1. Vinegar Hill Historic District, Brooklyn Public Library.
2. http://nyhistory.org/library/digital-collections
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