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INTRODUCTION  

Our NYPL visit to the Map division was to see more of the maps about the 

neighborhood of Dumbo, Vinegar Hills and Farragut Houses which our group 

project is focused on.  

OBJECTIVES 

We were there to see how the Neighborhood of Farragut houses was changed 

over the past century and possible effect of the housing to the neighborhood. 
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PRE-VISIT REFLECTION  

PRIOR to site visit, we thought we were going to see a lot of maps of the neighborhood of Farragut 

houses and our wishes came true when we got there.  

The Picture below is a fire insurance map of Farragut Houses Area before it was 

built. It shows how the area was back then, how the houses and business are 

located which buildings are built with brick or which ones are with wood, and 

how many blocks of streets was there before Farragut Houses was built.  

 

Fire Insurance Map of Farragut Houses Area before it was built 
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The picture below is the map of Farragut Houses from the 50s and it was something to think 

how this map look different from fire insurance maps and why did they make the colors 

different. 

 

The map of Farragut Houses in 1950s 

  

  

SITE OBSERVATIONS:   

1. Seeing the Farragut houses area before it was built and after, and how many houses, 

business were taken away because of the housing. Does it make anyone’s life better? 

2. Seeing how the used Wrappers on these fire insurance maps to update the new information 

of the neighborhoods. 
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QUANTITATIVE DATA:  

Subject  Data  

Fire Insurance Map Atlas  
 2, one was using the wrapper on the maps and other was just a 

newer book printed later in 1972 

Maps books   
 Similar to fire insurance map but newly printed books from 

past several years with yearly updates. Quantity: MANY 

The visual map of water front 

 There was a visual, colored map(FLYER) of the waterfront area 

of Dumbo, Vinegar Hills and Navy Yard and some part of their 

neighborhood. 

 

QUESTIONS:  

1. How did they plan moving those people from those wooden and brick houses in the area to 

build Farragut houses? 

2. Would people from Dumbo appreciate the government’s doing on building a Public Housing 

close to it’s one of the most expensive neighborhood of NYC? 

3. What is the best way to learn about the area back in past century? 

 

HYPOTHESIS:  

1. I believe they did relocated them to other places most likely public housings to make space to 

build this Farragut Houses. But we find no information about where they were being 

relocated during our visit to NYPL as we focused mostly on maps. 

2. I don’t think they will like it to have a public housing next to its expensive neighborhood, but 

it was the housing that came before Dumbo became the expensive neighborhood which 

were filled with factories and industries back then as we see on the map. 

3. I believe the best way to learn about people that were living and industries in the 

neighborhood is by looking at the fire insurance map as they have all the names and 

descriptions of the people and industries that were there. 
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SUMMARY / POST VISIT REFLECTION  

It was great experience to see the maps and how the area was changed over time. It is also great to 

learn what kind of industries and what kind of jobs people did back then and how blocks were 

formed and how they disappeared. The next step will be looking into the our group project 

hypothesis which is “Does lack of education affect Crime rate around Farragut Houses”. We have to 

look at more statics and maps of the educational degree rate and maps and compared to crime rate 

statics and maps and try to relate to what we saw at NYPL. 

PRELIMINARY REFERENCES FOR PRIMARY SOURCES:  
 

1. Index Vol 1-3 , 1988 . Map Division 88-203  

2. Fire Insurance Atlas of Brooklyn , NY – Vol 2 : 1972  

 


