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INTRODUCTION  

On March 13 we visited the Brooklyn Public Library at Grand Army Plaza in 
Brooklyn. We were researching for archived data that the librarians could offer to 
help us for the topics that we are researching as a group. The topic of my group is 
the development and preservation of Vinegar Hill.  

OBJECTIVES 

On March 8 my group and I were going to research the development and 
preservation on Vinegar Hill. We were supposed to find related archives from 
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the library such as article or even maps. I wanted to find the more information 
on why Vinegar Hill is a more isolated neighborhood when compared to its 
surrounding neighborhoods. We want to find possibly how the surrounding 
neighborhoods affect the development of Vinegar Hill. We want to find maps & 
article of previous development of Vinegar Hill. I personally was interested in 
finding how other neighborhoods around Vinegar Hill were developed 

PRE-VISIT REFLECTION  

I wasn’t really sure what to expect as to what I would find and see in the Library. I was expecting to 
see article encased because maybe they were fragile or delicate and could not be touch. I also didn’t 
expect to see many articles from the 20th century since those were time were technology wasn’t that 
so advanced so people could save documents as easy as today in the modern world. I thought that 
we would be going through a small exhibition from a museum. When I was doing my blog post and 
trying to find online archives there wasn’t many that I could find for Vinegar Hill. 

SITE DOCUMENTATION: 

 
Downtown cars and Parking lot in 1940 Smith St and Livingston St 

This picture is very shocking to me to see that this parking lot still exists even after 80 years. Also to think that in 1940 they 
also need parking lots for cars make me realize that downtown Brooklyn has always been very active by cars and people. 
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Development in Downtown Brooklyn in 1985 

Its interesting to hear that in one year the plan to invest approximately 800 million in developing new structures in the 
downtown area. Based on the last paragraph states the effects that the new development would have on Downtown 
Brooklyn. Basically it would gentrify downtown Brooklyn and make people with lower income move out because rent would 
sky rocket similar to the prices in Manhattan. Maybe that is why from the displacement of residents from Downtown Brooklyn 
caused the developer and planners to make the Farragut housing next to Downtown Brooklyn in Vinegar Hill to move all the 
resident there and still make them feel at home because they are neighbors of the rapidly developing Downtown Brooklyn at 
that time. 
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Developing expanding south of Downtown Brooklyn to Atlantic avenue in 1996. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developing expanding south of Downtown Brooklyn to Atlantic avenue in 1996. 
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The Daily news promoting that Downtown Brooklyn needs to be more recognized and has the potential to be similar to 
Manhattan. States that Brooklyn is looked as decline due to the poor subway conditions and state entries its referring to main 
highway and interstates and a connection to the long island rail road. This makes me also realize that development and the 
popularity of a neighborhood is always by word of mouth or mainly by media. If the media publishes an article stating what 
it’s lacking and proposal then people can start developing. I have already started to see article on development in Vinegar Hill 
it’s only a matter of time before developers move into Vinegar and try to bring new ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resistance from communities of different downtown Neighborhood trying to propose the percentage of how housing should 
be split up in March 2004. 
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SITE OBSERVATIONS:   

1. 1 small folder that doesn’t really have much information on the preservation and 
development of Brooklyn topic. 

2. Organized psychical collection of articles and zoning books.  

3. I really found interesting information on the Development of downtown Brooklyn from the 
early 20 century to the early 21 century.  

4. There was bit and pieces of different information that can be explored and helped for my 
topic. Maybe talking to the other groups and seeing and talking about their findings for their 
topics can help my group learn more things.  

5. The zoning books was a interesting finding. The librarian said that architects used that book 
to find the zoning instead of using the computers and internet as we do now. 

 

QUANTITATIVE DATA: under “subject” list the topic; Under “data” describe your 
findings and the quantity found  

Subject  Data  

Downtown Brooklyn articles 
on development 

 I found about 10 articles only on the development of 
Downtown Brooklyn 

Zoning Book  A collection of different zoning books for different years 

21 century articles on the 
development Brooklyn 

I found about 4 articles. 

 

QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESIS  

QUESTIONS:  

1. How does development around a neighborhood affect other neighborhoods?  

2. How does Gentrification around a neighborhood affect other neighborhoods? 

3. Does the demographics of the resident affect the development? 

HYPOTHESIS: 

1. Development displaces people fromt their hom. The people that are displaces have to be 
placed in a new environment.  

2. It adds to the development but has a negative affect to current residents forcing them to be 
displaced. 
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3. The demographics do affect the development. Developers can sometimes use their money to 
surpass the community authority. If the communit is a working class they might not have the 
time to resist and fight back on the development.  

SUMMARY / POST VISIT REFLECTION / NEXT STEPS? 

The visit to the library was interesting. It was interesting to see the piles of article in folder that were 
already planned for our visit. I was amazed to see the documentation that was provided for Vinegar 
Hill and Downtown Brooklyn. I am not sure if most of the articles, maps and photos were preserved 
with the intention to preserve the history or an event of Vinegar Hill. I was expecting to see much 
information because I didn’t think those records were stored and was astonished to see the amount 
of information from the early 20th century. Next step is to use some of the information possibly and 
link it to our hypothesis that we proposed for our topic. If we can’t use this information then we will 
have to continue on our research to help formulate a response to our hypothesis. 
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