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INTRODUCTION  

 In this site visit my group tried to find articles or sources to support our objectives. We tried to find 

articles that deals with the negative impact the navy yard had on the surrounding neighborhood and 

some pictures of the navy yard when it was fully functional. The articles we found described the 

impact the closing of the navy had on the amount of jobs lost. There were 75,000 men and women 
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working in the yard and the payroll was about 15,000,000 and 16,000,000 and today it isn’t close to 

that number. Also, we tried to find the plan of the navy yard before and the way it is today. Also, 

there is a mural of the wall of the navy yard and we tried to find more information about it. We did 

find many articles on the closing of the yard and some about the future of the yard.  

 

OBJECTIVES 

• Find before and after images of the Navy Yard 

• Acquire articles on the negative impact of the navy yard 

• Find more information on the mural on the wall of the border of the Navy Yard and Vinegar 

Hill 

• Get the plan of the yard before and after 

• More information on the amount of jobs currently  

• Why is their one abandon building in a giant construction site 

 

PRE-VISIT REFLECTION  

  Prior to the visit, I expected to find many images of the navy yard in the past and articles on 

the plans of the yard. Also, articles about what happened in the yard and the ships that were 
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builded. I never payed attention to the navy yard and I never knew why that big space was there. I 

expected to learn about more the navy yard was there and what caused the yard to be abandoned. I 

wanted to learn more about the yard and why people aren’t allowed to walk into the navy yard. 

Also, I wanted to know was the area shaped by made or it is naturally shaped. I have never been to 

the Brooklyn library and I have never seen a history collection before. Before the visit my 

expectations was high because this collection was put together and it’s all about Brooklyn. 

SITE DOCUMENTATION: 

 

This articles give details on the future of plan of the Navy Yard. Small manufacturing met with the federal government to open 
businesses in the yard to boost the local economy. Also, it was effort to create more jobs because the closing of the yard many 

people lost their jobs. 
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This articles about the closing of the Navy Yard. The article says that the employer advised the employees of the closing of the 
yard and the employees only had a five month phase out period but the employees wanted a five year phase out period. This 

is important to my topic because it deals with the impact the closing had to the employees who likely live in the 
neighborhood.  
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The article is about the creation of 500 new jobs in the Navy Yard. It shows the future of the Navy Yard. It did create some jobs 
but the amount isn’t as close to the previous amount. This article is important because it shows the impact of the closing of 

the yard.  
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SITE OBSERVATIONS:  One or 2 general notes about the Brooklyn Collection, and 

2-3 specific observations about how the primary sources you found are 

connected to the topic of your investigation 

1. Most of the primary sources was about the closing of the Navy Yard 

2. Not many articles of the Navy Yard when it was fully operational  

3. The collection has a lot of articles but not many pictures  

4. Only one article on the mural on the wall of the Navy Yard 

5. Many articles were about how much the city paid for the Navy Yard 

 

QUANTITATIVE DATA: under “subject” list the topic; Under “data” describe your 

findings and the quantity found  

Subject  Data  

Maps  Only four printed maps of the Navy Yard and not too detailed  

Picture   Only one aerial image of the yard in four folders 

Folders  
 In four folders, only one or two picture of the yard. Most of the 

images are online.  

 

QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESIS Consider the primary sources found during your 

visit and review the material you included so far in this report. 

QUESTIONS:  

1. Why did the city have to buy the Navy Yard?  

2. Why did the employees only have a 5 month phase out? 

3. How did the closing impact the local economy and neighborhood?  

HYPOTHESIS: From the questions, you wrote above, select the most important 

question for your own research topic. Propose an explanation made on the basis 

of the evidence you have so far as a starting point for further investigation. 

1. how did the closing of the Navy Yard impact the local economy and neighborhood? 

I chose this hypothesis because it is more specific and it more focus on one main topic. The 

articles I found were mostly about the impact the closing had on the community and 
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economy. Also, I feel like this hypothesis is more simple and I can find a lot of information on 

this topic.  

 

 

SUMMARY / POST VISIT REFLECTION / NEXT STEPS? 

  The visit to the Brooklyn Collection was successful. We founded many articles that described 

the impact the closing of the Navy Yard had on the economy and neighborhood. The closing lead to 

75,000 people losing their jobs and these people most likely move out of Vinegar Hill. Also, the 

closing may have led to the Farragut houses. I acquired a lot of new information about the Navy Yard 

and found interesting information I really wanted to know. I have never seen a history collection and 

it was interesting to see. Also, the visit was my first visit to the Brooklyn Public Library. The visit met 

my expectations and it fun to see original sources that are really old.  

PRELIMINARY REFERENCES FOR PRIMARY SOURCES:  

Record the essential information that you might use to create a citation for 3-4 

primary sources you examined. Don’t worry about creating a perfect or 

conventionally formatted citation; record the information that someone would 

need to find it again. Include a variety of sources: photographs, maps, articles, 

manuscripts, etc. 

1. Rabin, Bernard, and Polly Kline. "Biz & U.S. Plan Future of Yard At Vital Parley." NY Daily 9 

May 1968: n. page. Print.Magical Map Company. “Fire Insurance Map of Fulton Street, 

Brooklyn.” New York, NY:1887.   

2. Codevlin, John. "Brooklyn Navy Yard's Closing Set for June, 1966." NY Daily 20 Jan. 1965: n. 

page. Print.And so on. 

3. Kappstatter, Robert. "500 New Navy Yard Jobs!" NY Daily 14 Aug. 1979: n. page. Print. 

4. Johnston, Richard J.H. "Historic Area Closes Today with Taps." NY Times 25 June 1966: n. 

page. Print. 


