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Introduction
On Monday, March 13th our class got a chance to visit the Brooklyn Public Library and examined many newspaper articles, historical layouts and photographs that related to our topic of the Farragut Houses. My objective was to find articles relating to the crime and historical maps on the area before the complex was made.

Objectives
· Find 2 newspaper articles pertaining to crimes that have happened in Farragut Houses
· Find maps of the area before the building was constructed to see what was there before 
· Gather information regarding the church of the open door in the complex.
· Learn about the overall design of the housing development and ideas behind it 

Pre-Visit Reflection
I could not wait to see the maps and documentation about what buildings were there before the creation of this project. I also learned that crime is also very common in the area, so for me to be able to find some articles about this would be helpful. I also wanted to know how this may have played a role of the overall background of the community and how certain residents felt at the time.

Site Documentation

This picture shows the New York City Housing Authority design of Farragut Houses. It took over five blocks at the time and incorporated the idea of “using asterisk-type towers, which floated randomly in a sea of green space.” This design was incorporated by Fellheimer, Wagner, and Vollmer who help bring the projects to completion in 1952.
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New York City Housing Authority 
Layout Sheet (Brooklyn Collections)
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Fellheimer, Wagner, and Vollmer
Concept Design of Farragut 
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Brooklyn Collections
City of Brooklyn Volume 2
(1855)

People were surprised with the idea that the complex was being built this way and with the addition of the Brooklyn Queens Expressway, the location of the complex was also a divide of the community.  The location gave access for many people that were working near the complex at The Brooklyn Navy Yard, but as years went by, many residents were threatened by the sudden realization that crime and corruption would peruse in the future.
Crime was very present in the area at the time and continues to be a popular trend that seems to follow the complexes history. This has put a bad reputation upon Vinegar Hill and continues to produce the same outcome every so often. This was many of the articles found on our trip but I chose one that was most recent. There are more serious offences such as the one presented in the photo below as recent as 1994 as explained in the Daily News.
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Daily News Article 
March 16, 1994

Many of the residents felt like most of the leaders of Vinegar Hill did not do the proper measures to take care of certain area remodels which would have enhanced the overall look of the area. Here was an article describing an idea of a new supermarket in the area that never really went into effect due to “post-Sandy insurance premiums.
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Sadly, residents know where they stand when it comes to changes in the area, either they don’t get what is needed or are forced to deal with changes they don’t even know about like the addition to the parking lot for The Church of the Open Door.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Site Observations

· Learned more about the earlier developments in the area before the complex such as brick and wooden frame buildings and businesses.
· Mostly Crime articles happening in the housing area.
· Not many articles pertaining to the creation of the complex or NYCHA documentation

Quantitative Data

	Subject 
	Data 

	Newspaper Articles 
	 10

	Maps
	 3

	Construction Photos 
	 1




Questions/Hypothesis

Questions
1 Do many residents feel safe living in or near the complex with the criminal history that envelops the area?
2 Does the design and placement of Farragut Houses play a role in the overall community, with the distancing of buildings and the wall?
3 Do residents feel like they have a say of what goes on in the community?

Hypothesis
1 I highly doubt that residents feel safe around the area due to the continuous crime. But for many people, this is their only option of living so it’s something they may have to deal with for a long time.
2 I feel like the community’s buildings being placed so far apart shows the divide in the area. The closer the people are, the more action you will see in the community. But many of Farragut’s residents are not seen coming together to defeat any of the problems in the complex.
3 I do not feel like residents have a say of what goes on in the community. With the building of the parking lot of their church, not many residents knew what was going to happen. And when residents don’t have say, that’s when the community will suffer due to lack of informing. Many people would not feel like trying to save a neighborhood that doesn’t listen to them.

Summary/Post Visit Reflection/Next Steps

The visit to the Brooklyn Public Library presented some useful information on the history of Farragut Houses and the surrounding area of Vinegar Hill. It showed that crime has flooded the media to create a false reality surrounding around the housing complex’s rich history. Our group was able to grasp a better understanding of how the creation of project units only leads to bad results. The next step would be to see how this plays a role in the community and how residents feel like the future of Farragut Houses will be. This cannot continue to be the life that Farragut is destined to live. With few renovation options and a rising crime rate, we now know where the crimes stem from, but now we need to know how change this to better benefit the lives of future and existing residents.
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By ELIZABETH O’BRIEN
DAILY NEWS WRITER

Fort Greene’s Church of the Open Door has pulled the
welcome mat out from under a city agency seeking to de-
velop a parking lot on an adjacent grassy lot.

The disputed land is part of Farragut Houses, a public
housing development adjacent to the interdenomination-
al church on Gold St. Farragut tenants and church mem-
bers say that the city’s Housing Authority has shut them
out of the plans for the land, which measures some 60
feet by 180 feet.

“It’s not just the lot, it's the idea of the Housing Author-
ity doing things without the knowledge of the tenants,”
said_the Rev. Mark Taylor, pastor of the Church of the
Open Door.

Taylor said he learned by chance of the city’s plans in
July. Many community members said that they first
learned about the proposed parking lot from Taylor and
that there had been no public notification on the issue
by the city.

“We didn’t know a thing about it,” said Jeanetta
Wright, 59, a former vice president of a Farragut Houses
tenants association. “We've always had input.”

Renovations planned

The Housing Authority said the former president of
the association approved the plans before they were
okayed by the city. ; )

“We don’t operate in the dark,” said Housing Authori-

spokesman Howard Marder.

Marder said that the parking lot construction will be-
come part of $5.4 million in renovations that the city will
put into Farragut Houses during the next 15 months. Im-
provements will include a new underground steam dis-
tribution system for heat and hot water, new playground
equipment, picnic tables, yard lights and shrubs.

‘But church members, ‘many of whom live in the Farra-
gmHousel.nyeonveninsthelanimo a parking lot
wmﬂdmbthemolavitalwmmunityspaceused for
functions and general recreation.

Frances Reddick, 24, a Farragut Houses tenant,
played on the land when she was a child. Now, Reddick
said, if she wants her own 6-year-old daughter to play in
the neighborhood, “This is the only place you can doit
without worrying about something ‘happening.
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* Police officers who went to
the Farragut Houses in Fort
Greene yesterday In search
of a man wanted for eriminal
possession of an unlawful
substance got their man —
and a large supply of drugs
and drug paraphernalia,

Acting on a tip, 84th Pre-
¢cinct police converged on the
10th-floor apartment on
Bridge St. at 9:30 a.m. and
knocked on the door of Rob-
ert Ramsey with a warrant
for his arrest.

According to Officer Robert
Young, Ramsey looked
through the peephole and
asked, “What are you here
for?” Young said he and De-
tective Thomas Hickey told
Ramsey they were there to
arrest him.

“Forget about it,” Ramsey
was quoted as saying.

Young said Ramsey re-
fused to open up for 20 min-
utes, and then opened the
door but insisted he was not
leaving the apartment.

Young said the officers
forced .their way in and a
struggle ensued. Ramsey re-
portedly grabbed a machete
and menaced the officers, but
“Hickey distracted him and
‘Young pounced on him,” said
Sgt. John Geary.

“I was afraid for my part-
ner,” said Young.

The cops found a cache of
weapons, including a M1 rifle

with 15 rounds, a box of .45

caliber and 22-caliber am-
munition, a switchblade and
handcuffs.

Police said Ramsey threw a
loaded .410-gauge shotgun
and a .10-gauge shotgun out
his window. "

Cops also found 24 vials of
crack, four packages of her-
oin, a dime bag of marijuana
and thousands of empty vials,
cutting materials, weight

scales and a cooking device '

1o make crack. Geary said po-
lice believe the apartment
was the center of  large drug
ckaging operation.
P amsey, 37, was charged
with criminal possession of a
\weapon, criminal possession
of a controlled substance, de-
facement of firearms, assault,
attempted assault and resist-

part of

ram called “Operation
Basin which is designed to
rid the housing project of
guns by arresting suspects
wanted on outstanding war-
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