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INTRODUCTION  

On March 13, the class visited the Brooklyn Public Library located at Grand Army 
Plaza. The librarian there helped each group find archives for the topic they were 
searching for. We were looking for archives such as newspapers and articles that 
were not yet digitized.  
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OBJECTIVES 

During the class on March 8th, as a group we were trying to find articles, 
newspaper, maps or even diaries that helps us understand how Vinegar Hill was 
during the 1900s. Since our topic is Development and Preservations, we wanted 
to know about how was Vinegar Hill development or persevered. Also, we 
wanted to know what people thought of the neighborhood and their ideas 
about developing it.  

PRE-VISIT REFLECTION  

Prior to the visit, I expected to find newspaper articles and diaries that are very old and fragile. I 
expected all the documents to be encased and we wouldn’t be allowed to touch it so it doesn’t fall 
apart. I didn’t expect to find much information about Vinegar Hill because it was very hard to find 
digitized documents about the neighborhood.  

SITE DOCUMENTATION: 

 

Map of Vinegar Hill 1855, showing what kinds of building there are. Pink for brick, and yellow for wood. Also shows the 
amount of factories that were there. 
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The article on the left helps with preservation because it shows that a factory was declared as a landmark in 2004 that was 
build in1908.  
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The article on the right is talking about the demolishing of St. Ann’s Roman Catholic Church in 1992 and how people were very 
upset and heartbroken by the demolition.  
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This article is talking about how Vinegar Hill was forgotten but after the industrial lofts and brick buildings it started to be 
recognized. 

  

This article shows that Vinegar Hill might be developed someday.   
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SITE OBSERVATIONS:  One or 2 general notes about the Brooklyn Collection, and 
2-3 specific observations about how the primary sources you found are 
connected to the topic of your investigation 

1. Not much information about my group topic, or even Vinegar Hill. 

2. Mainly recent documents and its mostly about Fulton St.  

3. Maps in the Atlas boom dated 1855 helped understand the kind of buildings and industrial 
that were in Vinegar Hill 

4. The article about the Church helped us understand how people felt about the demolition of 
it. 

5. The article about the development of Vinegar Hill, helped us get an idea of how some people 
view Vinegar Hill and the residents of it. It mentioned that most of the people lived in Vinegar 
Hill been there for decades.  

 

QUANTITATIVE DATA:  

Subject  Data  

Newspaper   6 

Articles  15 

Maps   3 

 

QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESIS Consider the primary sources found during your 
visit and review the material you included so far in this report. 

QUESTIONS:  

1. Does the development of DUMBO affect Vinegar Hill? 

2. Why were there many factories in 1855? 

HYPOTHESIS: From the questions you wrote above, select the most important 
question for your own research topic. Propose an explanation made on the basis 
of the evidence you have so far as a starting point for further investigation. 

1. The development of DUMBO affects Vinegar Hill negatively. It makes it a forgotten 
neighborhood since DUMBO is highly developed and attracts a lot of tourist 

2. The use of the waterfront and navy yard made the neighborhood industrial.  
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SUMMARY / POST VISIT REFLECTION / NEXT STEPS? 

I thought the visit was very interesting because we got to see the amount of archives they had. I 
never really thought that such articles, newspaper, and maps were preserved for that long and 
people were still able to view it. I expected to find diaries but there were none. I was kind of 
disappointed because we weren’t able to find much information about Vinegar Hill. It was mostly 
about Downtown Brooklyn and Fulton mall. As a group, our next step is to use the information 
gathered to help us with our hypothesis. Also, I think we should learn about the demographics of the 
residence to know the age range, that would help us understand their way of thinking.  

PRELIMINARY REFERENCES FOR PRIMARY SOURCES:  

1. Atlas of the City of Brooklyn, Volume 1, 1855, Vinegar Hill map, Brooklyn Public Library. 

2. Daily News, 2014, September 26,2014, Page 2, “Quietly, Brooklyn’s Vinegar Hill is poised for a 
real-estate boom”, Brooklyn Public Library. 

3. Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 2004, March 6 ,2004, “Fate of Old Buildings with Religious”, Brooklyn 
Public Library. 

4. Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 2004, May 14 ,2004, “Factory Building in Vinegar Hill Declared 
Landmark”, Brooklyn Public Library. 
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