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Zines, along with other self-published booklets, magazines, pamphlets, posters, 

and artists’ books, document alternative culture or subcultures, celebrity fandom 

(“fanzines”), sociopolitical beliefs, hobbies & obsessions, practice of making art.  

Artists’ zines also are works of art or materials in works of art. 

 



Quick Zine Definition,  
1930’s-Present  

Self-published booklets sold cheaply or traded 
for others; gift economy  

Noncommercial, nonprofessional, urgent, 
unmediated expression 

Low tech materials (cheap paper, copy 
machine, staples) 

DIY ethic: make your own culture and stop 
consuming that which is made for you* 
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URGENCY to EXPRESS  

and CONNECT 

early pre WWII 20th Century 
 

 

Modern Period/Dada/Surrealism Art 

and Literary movements—Art Journals/ 

Little Magazines 1910’s-1940’s. 

Publications made  professionally.  

Was necessary to have funding,  

professional connections. 

 

Fanzines/Science Fiction  1930’s-1940’s ? 

creation of duplicating mimeograph  

machine enables people with some skill  

and access to create. 1942 xerography  

and electrostatic printing with photography  

possible. 
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Surrealist magazine: Minotaure 11, ed. Albert Skira (Paris, 1938), 

cover design by Max Ernst. 
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Surrealist Photo 
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Environmental Movement (Whole Earth Review, Earth First! etc) 

1960’s- 

Conceptual Artists (cheap books) 1960’s-  

Underground Comics  1960’s-  

Street Art/Urban Expression 1970’s- 

Punk Rock, Hip Hop, & Hardcore Music 1970’s- 

Desktop published 1990’s— 

Various Identity Politics 

 Gay & Lesbian Movement (GLBTQ) 1950’s- 

 Feminism/Riot Grrrl Movement 1970’s- 

 Black Power & Similar Movements 1960’s- 

URGENCY to EXPRESS and CONNECT 

post WWII 20th Century 
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Black Panther independent newspaper 
1968-1973  
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zines (especially from past) now considered primary 
sources, scholars study, evaluate, write about zines 

14 



15 



16 

Alternative Publications (and similar analogue 

culture) sought after by “Cool Hunters” and “Taste 

Makers,” people who work in advertising, publishing, 

art (curators), fashion design, film making, and even 

politics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talented artists and writers often Do It Themselves 

(DIY), creating books, mags/zines, clothes, records 

and CD’s, posters that may be found / ”discovered” 

by people looking for new talent, trends, outlooks, 

and scenes that can be promoted (or exploited).  



Independent artist Shepard Fairey , creator of the 
Obama “HOPE” poster image 
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original poster  (a 

form of alternative 

media) said 

“PROGRESS” not 

“HOPE”, Obama 

campaign asked 

Fairey to make this 

poster instead. The 

rest is history. What’s 

interesting is that 

Fairey had been 

known up to that point 

as an anti-

establishment artist 

and designer, a street 

artist known for 

tagging and wheat 

pasting illegally 



19 



20 



TWO THINGS I LOVE, TOGETHER 
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Do You Read Me? is a collaborative art book zine project done by 

the Oakville Gallery's Youth Council, Bronte Youth Centre, and 

The Art Gallery of Ontario's Youth Council, coordinated by Sarah 

Febbraro, Oakville Gallery's Community Arts Programmer 
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New York Zine Fest 2009 photo stream: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/mohdi/3671565093/ 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/mohdi/3671565093/
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