Grimmelmann, The Google Dilemma

Googlebomb & miserable failure
Talentless hack

When legitimate searches yield inflammatory
results

Grimmelmann: “search results matter: to
culture, to business, to society.”

— Do you agree? Disagree? Why?



Fister, The Devil In the Detalls

Evaluating sources is a complex and yet very
Important aspect of how we interact with the multiple
streams of conflicting claims that come to us across a
diverse set of media channels. Most undergraduates
have some familiarity with most media (with the
exception of scholarly communication channels), but
few are aware of the various dynamics that go into
choosing which stories to tell and how claims will be
editorially validated. Simply knowing about those
processes, however, won't address the need to sort
through the many claims and divergent points of view
that will be found within any one medium. [ 42]


http://ehis.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=9ec302c5-26fa-41f0-922c-f28f8b035fd7@sessionmgr10&vid=1&hid=5&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ==

Fister, The Devil In the Detalls

The best solution, possibly the only solution, is to
give students many opportunities to develop their
own ability to evaluate sources directly through
practice. They must have occasion to select,
using their own judgment, a wide variety of
sources from different media, sort through the
differences, develop the rhetorical sophistication
to examine evidence used to support claims, and
In some form (whether through presentations,
papers, or discussion) process what they've
found into knowledge of their own. [ 45]


http://ehis.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=9ec302c5-26fa-41f0-922c-f28f8b035fd7@sessionmgr10&vid=1&hid=5&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ==

Fister, The Devil in the Detalls

Most college students conducting research will struggle to
master forms of discourse they will never attempt again
beyond their college years. But they will be faced with
conundrums in future that will require that they evaluate a
variety of perspectives and ultimately come to their own
conclusions. Claims based on society-wide anxiety are
frequently used to justify any number of political, social,
and economic actions. When these anxieties reach fever
pitch, the ability to evaluate claims is an important
analgesic that, apart from equipping individual students to
think independently, has wider implications for the role
they might play in future as contributors to responsible
social discourse. [ 48]


http://ehis.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=9ec302c5-26fa-41f0-922c-f28f8b035fd7@sessionmgr10&vid=1&hid=5&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ==

Evaluation game!

 Criteria used to evaluate:

* Reliablility

« Accuracy (Is information correct?)
 Relevance

Working Iin groups, find 2 sources that answer
this question:

What are universities doing to control the cost
of required textbooks?

* One point for each criteria met



For Monday, November 11

Discussion: Writing an academic research
paper

Reading: Badke Ch. 10 and Appendix 1 pp.
196-203 in 3" ed.; 235-238 in 4" ed

One research journal blog post; prompt follows

Your research paper draft is due
On Monday, 11/18



Blog Homework:
Research Journal Post

» Last week we read about and worked on:
1. advanced internet searching
2. searching library catalogs
3. searching article databases.

 What have you learned in these classes that’s
new to you?

« How do you see yourself using your new skills
outside of our course?
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