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INTRODUCTION
The visit of Brooklyn Public Library opened my eyes on how much information they provide and
how easy to use their system. I found a lot of information, old articles and historical pictures that
gave me a chance to see the life how it was those days.

PRE-VISIT REFLECTION
As a main div. of Libraries of Brooklyn which is exactly that neighborhood that we are interested in
I’m expecting more deep sources about site that we are observing. It would of be pretty hard to find
deeper information about Brooklyn in Manhattan but I think it will be easier in Brooklyn division. I’m
guessing the most information will be in the books. I hope they have some collection of the old
pictures that we can look at for our research.
I want to find more information about currently state of the Farragut Houses as well as time right
before renewal.

SITE DOCUMENTATION (photos/sketches)

SITE OBSERVATIONS
1. Church of the Open Door was built after Farragut Houses and people were fighting to
have a church in their community
2. Many projects were built in that years by NYCHA
3. NYCHA didn’t support development of the Church of the Open Door
4. There were different windows in the beginning
5. There were still some old buildings not destroyed while the construction of the Farragut
Houses
6. Also we found a great article “Slum into Garden Spot”. It can be the top in our primary
sources for this project.
7. Picture from the article of the Farragut Houses in progress.

QUANTITATIVE DATA
Subject

Data

Coverage

13.9%

Density (per acre)

347

Land cost

$2.7M

Construction Cost

$9.9M

Site improvements & other

$2.6M

Development cost

$15.3M

Average monthly rent on
1950

$17.5

Competition date

4/30/1952

QUESTIONS:
1.
2.
3.
4.

How much money NYCHA spent for the Farragut Houses project?
What was the rent for the apartments when they were just built?
Was a Church of the Open Door the part of the plan for this project?
Was there a fridge in the apartments at the time they were built?

HYPOTHESIS:
1. NYCHA spent about $15.3M for the project including $9.9M just for the construction.
2. The rent was around $20$30 per month in the 1950.
3. The Church of the Open Door was not a part of the project and the finances were
collected from people to build it.
4. I think that maybe there are wasn’t any fridges in the apartments at the time they were
built. This thought based on the pictures of the apartment and the kitchens. I didn’t see
the fridge on any of them.

SUMMARY / POST VISIT REFLECTION
I read a lot about Church of the Open Door and about people who participated in the construction. I
found many articles about old streets from database of Brooklyn Eagle Newspaper as well as many
historical pictures. Buildings had different type of windows at the time they were built. Also I noticed
that a lot of low income communities were built within few years in the same area of Brooklyn close
to Navy Yard. On the Farragut Houses NYCHA spent about $15.3M and the rent for the apartments
was about $20-$30 per month.

REFERENCES TO EXPLORE HYPOTHESIS
Brooklyn Public Library
http://www.bklynlibrary.org/

